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There is a story told of the early days of the Russian Revolution, a 
century ago, when the Bolsheviks were still concerned to win the 
argument for atheism through logical discussion and persuasion. 

A party team of philosophers turned up at a village and “invited” the 
population to attend a discussion entitled, “why atheism is morally 
superior to Christianity”. 

Unsurprisingly, everyone came. 

The philosophers spent an hour or so lecturing the village on the 
weakness of believing in the opiate of the people and urging 
everyone to abandon their faith and join the party. 

Finally, it was the turn of the elderly priest. 

He rose, faced the village and gave the traditional orthodox 
acclamation at Easter worship: 

“Christ has risen!” 

As one voice the village responded, “He is risen indeed!” 

The priest sat down. 
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The story has always troubled me slightly. 

Was the response a cultural knee jerk reaction—a bit like the 
Scottish response, “no bad” when we’re asked how we are—or was 
it deeply held faith? 

Perhaps the grammar of the response needs looked at! 

What if the village responded, “He is risen in DEED”? 

We’ve been looking at how we show the love of the risen Christ to 
our neighbours in deed, certainly recently, as we’ve begun to work 
closer with our brothers and sisters in Craigmillar Park and Reid 
Memorial, but one could say throughout the life of our congregation, 
and the congregations which came together to make up Priestfield. 

There has been a long and dedicated history of mission and service 
both to local and international situations from here. It’s worth 
celebrating and giving thanks for it! 

During March, the Presbytery of Edinburgh will be holding a 
conference of all the congregations who serve our city parishes and 
asking how we can be more effective in showing the risen Christ in 
deed. 

This will in turn feed into the General Assembly, which will continue 
to ask hard questions of the whole church about whether our work 
and witness is as effective as possible in today’s society. 

These are challenging times for the church. 

My prayer is that this Easter we may know the risen Christ in our 
lives and in our deeds. 

Every blessing, 
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WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

MARCH 2020 

Sunday   1 1030 All-age Communion Service 
Tuesday   3 1930 Kirk Session  
Wednesday    4 1900 ‘Knitting Together’  
Thursday   5 1230 - Soup Lunch 
      1400   (every week at the same time) 

Friday    6 1430 World Day of Prayer Service  
        (at Craigmillar Park Church)  
Saturday   7 1000 - Café Time (with proceeds to  
     noon    ‘Alzheimer Scotland’)  
Sunday   8 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Tuesday  10 1000 A speaker from Alzheimer Scotland 
      will give a talk 
Thursday         12 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 14 0930 - Presbytery Planning Day Conference 
     1530  (at Morningside Parish Church) 
Sunday 15 1030 All-age Morning Service followed by the 

    Annual Business Meeting of the 
    Congregation 

Sunday 22 1030 All-age Morning Service 
       Mothering Sunday 
Thursday         26 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday  28 1600 Messy Church 
       A time of fun for families;  
       crafts, worship and food 
     ...don’t forget to put your 

    clocks forward one hour 
    before you go to sleep! 

Sunday 29 1030 All-age Morning Service  
    Followed by a ‘Souper Sunday’ 
               lunch. All donations will go to the 
    Church of Scotland’s HIV/AIDS 
               programme 

        



 4 

APRIL  

Wednesday    1  1900 ‘Knitting Together’  
Saturday    4 1000 – Café Time (with proceeds 
                                  noon    to Scripture Union) 
    1930 Edinburgh Revelation 
        Rock-Gospel Choir 
Sunday   5 1030 All-age Morning Service 
      Palm Sunday 
  1930 Edinburgh Revelation 
        Rock-Gospel Choir 
Monday to   6 - 0745 Fifteen minutes of reflection to start 
Friday 10     each day. Followed by breakfast.  
      Craigmillar Park Parish Church 
Thursday    9 1900 Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
Friday 10 0930 ‘Walk of Witness’ leaves Craigmillar 
      Park Church after breakfast 
   1930 Good Friday Service 
Sunday 12 1030 Easter Day All-age Celebration, 
                                      with Communion 
Sunday 19 1030 All-age Morning Service  
Thursday 23 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 25 1600 Messy Church 
     A time of fun for 
     families; crafts, 
     worship and food 
Sunday 26 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Wednesday  29  1900 ‘Knitting Together’  
 

MAY 

Sunday   3 1030 All-age Communion Service 
Wednesday   6  1930 Kirk Session 
Thursday    7 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 10 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Saturday 16 1000 – Cafe Time (with proceeds 
    noon    to Christian Aid) 
Sunday 17 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Thursday  21 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 30  An event for Messy Church 
       families.  tbc - look out 
       for details nearer the time 
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Sunday 31  1030 All-age Morning Service 
 
JUNE 

Wednesday    3    1900 ‘Knitting Together!’ 
Sunday   7  1030 All-age Communion Service 
      

  WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

~ SNIPPETS from the KIRK SESSION ~ 

18 November 2019 

Edinburgh University Chaplaincy 
Donald explained that there were now thirty honorary chaplains. 
They meet together for an hour every other week. He was currently 
involved in providing a ‘listening ear’ for a number of students at the 
university. 
Ministries Council 
As part of the Church’s re-organisation, the Ministries Council had 
had its last meeting. Donald would still provide support to the 
Chaplaincies Forum. 
Mission Liaison Group 
The Clerk gave an oral update of the Mission Liaison Group meeting 
that had taken place on 11 November.  
Arrangements for the congregational ’Get-together’ at Reid Memorial 
on 28 November were in hand and elders were encouraged to 
attend, if possible. A 2020 budget of £1,500 had been agreed, with 
each congregation being asked to allocate £500.  
Finance 
Expenditure for 2019 is likely to be close to budget and, with the Gift 
Day and associated Gift Aid raising nearly £14,000, income and 
expenditure for the year are likely to be in balance. Loans still require 
to be repaid to the General Trustees (£15,000 by 31 Mar 2022) and 
members of the congregation (£8,500 by 14 Mar 2023). 
The position in 2020 is expected to be more difficult. Expenditure will 
be up; largely because of increases in Ministries and Mission 
(£1,000 up), Independent Examiner (£1,000) and Repairs and 
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Maintenance (up by £2,000). The proposed budget for 2020 
indicates a likely deficit of around £20,000. Even with another Gift 
Day it seems unlikely that the deficit could be made up from 
increased congregational giving.   
The Finance Group had considered each of the Group budget 
requests. The Finance Group acknowledged that the financing 
issues had to be balanced against the need to maintain the building 
and the maintenance needs flagged in the Quinquennial Report. 
With that in mind the Finance Group was happy to recommend the 
Group budgets to the Session for approval with the proviso that 
grants should be sought for any eligible expenditure. 
Following discussion, the Kirk Session approved; 

1. A Congregational budget for 2020 of £101,680 
2. Student Link budget for 2020 of £1,000 
3. Mission budget for 2020 of £3,750 
4. Furnishing budget for 2020 of £1,080 
5. Garden budget for 2020 of £200 

The Kirk Session also approved an immediate Fabric budget for 
2020 of £3,750. This approval was for all items with the exception of 
the phased external decoration of the church, estimate £3,000. 
The Kirk Session went on to approve this ‘phased external 
decoration of the church’ in principle and asked that detailed 
costings be obtained and approaches be made to  any appropriate 
grant-aiding bodies to assist in funding. 
Remembrance Wreath 
The Clerk reminded elders that at Priestfield we have a number of 
remembrance symbols; memorial plaques, memorial chairs and our 
stained glass windows. These are ever present. On Remembrance 
Sunday we place a poppy wreath on one of the memorials as a 
timely restatement. In the congregation there are those who wish 
that the wreath could remain in place for the whole year and there 
are those who find the constant reminder upsetting. In recent years 
he had removed the wreath after a season in an attempt to find a 
middle ground. The issue had been raised again and the Clerk 
sought the Session’s view. 
Following discussion, the Kirk Session confirmed the view that 
remembrance was most effective as a ‘season’ and approved the 
Session Clerk’s actions in removing the wreath after a few weeks. 
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21 January 2020 

Newington Churches Together (NCT) 
The Clerk reminded elders that Marion Mason had been Priestfield’s 
representative on NCT for many years. Marion had intimated that 
she intended to retire at the February AGM and so a new 
representative was needed. The vacancy had been brought to the 
attention of the congregation. Fiona Ferguson indicated that she was 
willing to serve as Priestfield’s representative. The Kirk Session 
expressed its thanks to Fiona, and to Marion for her long service. 
Christmas Services 
There had been a positive response to the range of Christmas 
services. The café-style seating arrangements seem to have worked 
well and attendance had been good with new and returning people in 
evidence. Ciaran had enjoyed his first Christmas as Church 
Organist. 
The Carol Fest had been very well attended and Sheila Badenoch, 
Choir-leader had been thanked for all her work.  
Prestonfield Primary School 
Donald stressed the importance of the relationship between the 
school and church. There was a very ‘open’ staff group and he would 
be arranging Easter services with the school. Elders wondered 
whether the school might wish to come up to the church at some 
point.  
Finance 
The Kirk Session agreed; 

1. the appointment of Brown, Scott and Main, Accountants, of 
West Savile Terrace to act as Independent Examiner for the 
2019 Trustees’ Annual Report, 

2. that the Annual Business Meeting of the Congregation be 
held in church after the morning service on Sunday 15 March 
2020. 

The Christmas offerings had totaled £600 and this had been divided 
between Christian Aid and Bethany Christian Trust, 
Student Link 

• The Group would be having a student cookery evening on a 
‘Burn’s Night’ theme. 

• The Session agreed to have a  ‘Souper Sunday’ lunch on 
Sunday 29 March after the morning service. As in previous years 
this would be in aid of the Church of Scotland’s HIV programme.  
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• The next Edinburgh Revelation Rock Gospel Choir concerts 
would be on Saturday and Sunday 4/5 April 2020.  

 

Dates of next meetings 

3 March 2020 

6 May 2020 
 
Barry Cross 
Session Clerk 
 

 

 
 
   

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CRAIGMILLAR PARK, PRIESTFIELD and REID MEMORIAL CHURCHES 

Mission Liaison Group 
LATEST PLANS & DEVELOPMENTS  
Michael, Mission Development Worker for the 3 churches, will be 
very happy to explain or discuss these and other initiatives at any 
time. 
 
Open Doors at Craigmillar Park church 

From Easter Monday, April 13th, the church will be open 
each morning Monday-Friday from 7.30 to 9.00, so that anyone can 

All meetings of the Kirk Session are ‘open’ meetings. Only in 
exceptional circumstances are items heard in private. If you’d like 
to come along to a Session meeting, either have a word, or just 
pop along on the night. The Session meetings usually take place 
in the Lounge and begin at 7:30pm. 
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come in – for quiet time and reflection, simply to see inside the 
church, or to seek advice or information. It will serve to remind 
passers-by that the church is open to all and is an active part of the 
community.  

Volunteers – 2 or 3 each morning - will be required to be at 
the church while it is open, as a discreet presence, to answer any 
questions, and as appropriate to hand out fact sheets about the 3 
churches, or ask visitors to sign the visitor book. If you can come and 
take part – even just for one morning a month, or once to try it out – 
please let Michael know.  
 
Pop Up Café at Reid Memorial church 

On the first Friday of the month Reid Memorial will be running 
a café providing hot and cold drinks and snacks, from 10 to 12 am. 
This is starting on Friday 6th March. 
 
Prestonfield Food Bank at Priestfield church 

Edinburgh Food Project is now operating a food bank for the 
Prestonfield and South Newington areas at Priestfield church. This is 
additional to the Edinburgh City Mission foodbank at Community 
church, to which many of our members contribute goods and time; it 
continues as before. If anyone is interested in volunteering to help 
either food bank provider in any way, please speak to Michael. 
 
Supporting dementia sufferers, their carers and their families 

This is to be a major aspect of our mission in the community, 
helping other organisations to meet the needs of the growing 
numbers of those affected, directly or indirectly, by this illness. Aims 
are to reduce isolation, improve spiritual well-being, and create a 
safe and welcoming environment. 

To help start this initiative, there will be a talk by a member of 
Alzheimer Scotland on how to make churches “dementia friendly” at 
Priestfield church, on Tuesday 10th March at 10.00 am   
 
Listening  

We are exploring the possibility of offering a “listening 
service” across many of our initiatives This will require a cross-
congregation pool of accredited trained volunteers. If you would like 
to be involved, please let Michael know; he can add your name to a 
list of those wishing to be trained.  
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All these initiatives aim to activate and broaden our churches’ 
role within the community, while giving the opportunity to 

strengthen bonds of fellowship between the 3 congregations. 
Hopefully we can all take part in them in some way. 

Ann Thanisch  
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

   35th Braid Cub Scout Pack 

Cubs continue to take part in a busy and 
active programme.  We currently have 
28 Cubs, with three having moved up to 
Scouts and two starting from Beavers.  
Cubs finished off last term with a trip to 
Gravity trampoline park at 
Fountainbridge, which everyone 
enjoyed. 
 

This term we have been working on 
our World Challenge.  We held our 
sweet Burn’s Supper at the end of 
January.  Cubs also enjoyed looking at 
Chinese New Year, creating lanterns 
and making spring rolls from scratch.  
We had a look at Cub/Scout Promises 
from different countries as well as 
focusing a bit on our own. 
 
We’re looking forward to our weekend 
away to Bonaly with the Scouts at the 
end of February.  We also have a visit from the Edinburgh University 
Save the Children group and from our community police officer over 
the next half term. 
 
Andrew, Laura, Dave, Ryan and Connor 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Use the power of praise 

           
“HIS PRAISE SHALL CONTINUALLY BE IN MY MOUTH.”  

Psalm 34:1 KJV 

You can praise God too little, but 
you can never praise Him too much. 

David writes, ‘From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the 
same the Lord’s name is to be praised’ (Psalm 113:3 KJV). ‘Seven 
times a day do I praise thee’ (Psalm 119:164 KJV). ‘His praise shall 
continually be in my mouth.’  

When you are overwhelmed by circumstances, the last thing you feel 
like doing is praising God. But it’s the first thing you should do, 
because praise gets your attention off yourself and onto God’s 
miraculous power.  

Jehoshaphat faced an army he had no hope of defeating. But when 
he started to praise God, his enemies destroyed each other while he 
looked on in amazement. 

When Paul and Silas praised God in prison, their chains broke and 
the doors opened. 

It’s normal to focus on the problem and forget to praise God, but 
praise solves problems.  

Peter writes: 
‘The trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.’  

1 Peter 1:7 KJV 

Start to acknowledge the power of praise and choose to exalt 
God regardless of how you feel. Praise brings you into God’s 
presence and positions you for His favour and blessing. 
You say, ‘But I don’t understand how praise works.’ Think about it 
like this: you don’t have to understand aerodynamics in order to 
fly. You just get on the plane and the pilot takes you where you 
need to go. It’s the same when you praise God – just do it and 
you’ll get results. 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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Thank you to everyone who 
took part in knitting angels 
and stars around Advent 
2019.  Many stars and 
angels were knitted in a 
great variety of sizes, 
colours and shapes. 

It is great fun to knit the 230 
stars and angels but also some effort. So, thank you all again. 

What happened to them all? 

This year ten shops in Cameron Toll hosted a star/s or an angel/s.  
They also named them and placed them in their shops. 

A leaflet had been prepared with a short story about the appearance 
of the star and angels. These were distributed and children took the 
leaflets to the ten shops to find the stars and angels, writing down 
the name when they did. When this was all done the leaflet was 
taken to the Sainsbury’s Customer Service desk and exchanged for 
a bag containing some chocolate pennies, a booklet of the 
Christmas Story produced by the Bible Reading Fellowship entitled, 
“With love from God to you” and a card. Sixteen children took part 
and more may have followed some of the trail. It is so good to be 
able to meet with staff in the shops for a chat and they have become 
familiar and welcoming over the years. 

What about the rest of the 230? 

They were placed on the railings 
around Priestfield Church about 

9.30pm, after “Praise and Prayer” 
on the Thursday before Christmas. 
Each had a label attached saying, 

“Take me away“, with a few words 
from bible verses in Matthew or 
Mark. These all ‘disappeared’ over 
the next few days.   

In these ways we are sharing the good news of Christmas 

with people whom we may never know. 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
The right mind-fuel? 

           

“BE CHANGED WITHIN BY A NEW WAY OF THINKING.” 
Romans 12:2 NCV 

 

What we consume determines our performance. That’s why you 
need to be careful what you feed your body, your children, your pets, 
and even your car. But what you feed your mind is equally 
important, especially when you consider these two laws that 
operate in life: 

1) The law of cognition. Your thoughts influence your emotions and 
    your behaviour. The Bible says, ‘For as he thinketh in his heart, so 
    is he’ (Proverbs 23:7 KJV). Jesus said a good tree can’t produce 
    bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit (see Matthew 

    7:18). In other words, good thinking can’t produce bad results, 
    just as bad thinking can’t produce good results. 

2) The law of exposure. The Bible says, ‘Do not…be shaped by this 
    world; instead be changed within by a new way of thinking.’ You’ll 
    always think about what you are exposed to the most. And given 
    the violence, lust, and greed portrayed by the media, it’s not  
   surprising that crime and immorality are on the rise. You can’t just  
   say, ‘I’m going to read this magazine, watch this programme, listen  
   to this music, but it won’t affect me.’ Social science now confirms  
   what God said all along – it does affect you! Where you go, what  
   you read (or don’t read), what you watch, and the dreams you 
   entertain all shape your mind. Paul writes, ‘Remember what 
   Christ taught, and let his words enrich your lives and make you 
   wise’ (Colossians 3:16 TLB).  

So when you need the right mind-fuel, remember: 

‘God whose gracious Word can make you into what He wants 
you to be and give you everything you could possibly need.’  

                                                                                              Acts 20:32 MSG 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Susie and I did locum ministry at the Anglican church in 
Ankara from the end of November until early in January. 
Locum means temporary, a bit like supply teaching. But 
I stopped introducing myself as the ‘locum chaplain’ 
when I discovered that locum in Turkish means Turkish 
Delight! 
 

Ankara is an enormous city of 
some six million people built on a 
series of very steep hills. Before 
being made the capital of the new 
Republic of Turkey in 1923 it was 
a small insignificant town, with a 
historic citadel and a railway 
junction. Now it is ringed with 
urban motorways and contains a huge number of tower blocks, some 
still under construction. Between the high-rise buildings there are 
vacant lots populated by packs of wild [but not unfriendly] Anatolian 
sheep-dogs. 

 
Turkey is a complex country with a 
complicated history. It embraces both 
Europe and Asia which are divided only 
by the narrow waters of the Bosphorus. 
The country has been invaded by, among 
others, the Persians, the Romans, the An 

Hittites, the Huns, and disgracefully the 
Fourth Crusade; and more recently by the 

British, the French, and the Greeks. Turkey is a NATO member, home 
to American bases, but has a land border with the former Soviet 
Union. Constantinople at the south eastern tip of Europe was 
successively the capital of the eastern Roman Empire, the Byzantine 
Empire, and the Ottoman Empire. It was the seat of the Sultan and 

 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ankara panorama 

An Ankara street 
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the Caliphate until both were deposed in the 1920s by Mustapha 
Kemal, the first President of the Republic, better known as Ataturk. He 
is regarded as the ‘Father of the Nation’ and his picture is everywhere. 
 
Paul’s missionary journeys took 
him to what was then Asia Minor, to 
Iconium and to Ephesus; and all the 
seven churches of Revelation are in 
what is now Turkey. But it 
subsequently became an Islamic 
nation; and so the magnificent 
Hagia Sophia in Istanbul was 
consecrated as a church in 587 AD, 
then became a mosque in 1453, and has been a museum since 1935. 
The constitution of Turkey insists that it is a ‘secular, Islamic republic’. 
The Christian church is tolerated, but proselytism, the conversion of 
Turkish nationals is not encouraged. In Ankara there are a number of 
missionaries operating under the radar and a growing number of quite 
small, mainly Pentecostal churches. I had dinner with several of these 
pastors who said that currently things are ‘not too difficult’. But the 
omnipresent police monitor Sunday church attendance, and there are 
stories of American pastors not having their visas renewed and of their 
being ushered out of the country. 
 
The Anglican church, St Nicolas of Myra, is a small chapel within the 
spacious grounds of the British Embassy compound. Which means 
that papers have to be checked before people are allowed in. Until 
quite recently it had a small but steady international congregation, of 
embassy staff and the employees of international agencies. But within 
the past two years a significant group of Iranian refugees arrived, 
some but not all Christians. Their presence made some other 
members of the congregation uneasy, and when serious divisions 
became apparent in the Iranian diaspora, all Iranians were banned 
from the compound. Which continues to be the case. 
 
During our time there Sunday congregations hovered at around 
twenty people. Including incidentally the Ambassadors of Germany, 
South Africa, and the United Kingdom. But we had a bigger, 
international congregation for our Sunday afternoon Service of 
Readings and Carols, and also for a more informal Communion on 
Christmas Day. And we had a very moving afternoon service for the 

Chris and Hagia Sophia 
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Iranians, held in a Roman Catholic 
chapel on the first floor of the old 
French Embassy, at which we sang 
carols in both English and in Farsi. 
 
Lots of things were a challenge, 
especially the very unfamiliar language. 
And the behaviour of Ankara drivers, 
who have a very cavalier attitude to 

traffic lights.  But we were warmly received by the members of the 
congregation, and will certainly return if we can be of use. Meanwhile 
we pray for the rebuilding of what is inevitably a transient, 
international, Sunday morning congregation. And also for the Iranians. 
The plan is to hold monthly services for them in a mix of English and 
Farsi in the Roman Catholic chapel in the Vatican Embassy. It is an 
extraordinary fact that Turkey currently houses something over five 
million refugees, generally providing both basic accommodation for 
them and also a very modest living allowance. But we are aware that 
many of these Iranians are living precariously in a foreign country 
uncertain of what the future holds. They need our prayers. 
 

Chris Martin 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
 
 

 

Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Be devoted to Christ 

           

“BE DILIGENT IN THESE MATTERS; GIVE YOURSELF WHOLLY 
TO THEM, SO THAT EVERYONE MAY SEE YOUR PROGRESS.” 

1 Timothy 4:15 NIV 

    

One day a friend of Chuck Swindoll’s stopped by his study to ‘speak 
the truth in love’ to him (see Ephesians 4:15). The man said, ‘I don’t 
think you’ll fall morally or ethically. What does worry me is that you 
could be tempted to let your time with God and your time in the study 
of the Scriptures become less and less important to you. I want to 
urge you, do not let that happen.’ Swindoll took his words to heart 
and wrote down these five promises to himself.  

Christmas Day in St Nicolas’ 
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If you’re serious about being devoted to Christ, you need to 
make these same promises to yourself also:  

‘1) I promise to keep doing original and hard work in my study. 
    Those to whom I am called deserve my best efforts.  

2) I promise to maintain a heart for God. That means I will pray 
    frequently and fervently, and stay devoted to Him and to my 
    calling.  

3) I promise to remain accountable. Living the life of a religious 
    lone ranger is not only unbiblical, it’s dangerous. 

4) I promise to stay faithful to my family. My wife deserves my 
    time, affection, and undivided attention. Our now-grown children 
    deserve the same. 

5) I promise to be who I am, just me. To keep laughing and saying 
    things a little “off-the-wall”. To be a friend and make a few 
    mistakes each month.’  

On that second promise: being devoted to Christ doesn’t make 
you weird, judgmental, antisocial, or isolated from the world. 
No, it makes you the best version of yourself you can be – and 
the one God wants you to be. 
 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today 
and are used by permission from 

United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY.  
Free issues of the daily devotional are available. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

~ Tom ~ 
 

In August 2017, we welcomed Imani Alexander, a visitor from Los Angeles, 
to Priestfield. Imani was a dancer and she was performing with a group in the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe.  She had been wandering in Grange Cemetery 
and had spotted a memorial with the words, 
       

Tom, an African slave boy  
Died at Edinburgh April 19th 1884 aged 13  

Redeemed with the precious blood of Christ 
Erected by children of Rosehall UP Church 
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She was curious. She had found that Rosehall had become Priestfield and 
so had come to our open door to enquire further. This set off quite a search, 
one that is not yet complete! 

Diane set off on a search of back copies of the ‘Rosehall Messenger,’ a 
predecessor of today’s, ‘The Net.’ Unfortunately, the first Messenger wasn’t 
produced until October 1888 so there was no contemporary account as far 
back as 1884. There were however fairly frequent references to Mission in 
general and Mary Slessor in particular. This was a reminder of an entry in 
Priestfield’s Centenary booklet, produced in 1980,  

“It is thought possible, although it cannot be confirmed, that (Tom) 
was brought to Scotland by Mary Slessor.“ 

Diane’s next line of attack was to see whether Grange Cemetery has an 
interest group akin to our local ‘Friends of Newington Cemetery.’ It doesn’t, 
but Diane was put in touch with a small group of members of The Grange 
Association. This group was working to expand the list of ‘Notable Graves’ in 
Grange Cemetery. One member of this Group, Pat Storey was similarly 
intrigued by the story behind this short epitaph and set to work. 

The story continues in Pat’s own words… 
“Fortunately, there are only two Thomas deaths aged 13 registered in 1884 
and the relevant one proved to be;   

“Thomas Clark died 19 April 1884 11h 45m pm, Lochrin House, Lochrin, 
Edinburgh, aged 13 years.  Under parent's names; "A native of 
Africa".  Cause of death; Haematemesis 1 day Ulceration of Stomach as 
certified by George Mackay M.B. [Haematemesis is the vomiting of blood, 
especially as the result of a bleeding ulcer].   

“The death was registered on 22 April by Joseph Clark, Guardian, present. 

At that date Lochrin House was occupied partly by Dr Mackay and partly by 
a small home for orphans.  It isn't clear from the death certificate whether 
Tom was living at Lochrin House or whether he died there because he had 
been taken to Dr Mackay because he was ill.  Since Joseph Clark was 
present at the death he did not have to give his own address when he 
registered the death and I have been unable to identify him.  Since his 
guardian registered his death, I suspect Tom had been taken to the doctor's 
house, rather than that he was living in the orphanage. 

“Did Mary Slessor attend Rosehall Church when she was in Edinburgh?  I 
am wondering whether Tom came from the area that Mary worked in as a 
missionary in Africa and whether he could have been rescued from slavery 
there and sent to Edinburgh?  Were Tom and Joseph Clark also members of 
Rosehall Church and was this why the children of Rosehall erected the 
stone?  I don't know whether the records of Rosehall Church which are 
deposited in the National Records of Scotland would throw any further light 
on this story, or if the staff at Mortonhall would have any information about 
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Tom's grave and the stone.  I drew a blank with the newspapers available 
on-line but a specific date for the erection of the stone might make it worth 
trawling through microfilmed papers in the library to see if there was a 
mention.” 

Pat continued her delving and… 
“Mortonhall records proved a dead end - apparently they don't have much on 
the earlier graves in Grange Cemetery - but I finally got to go to Register 
House recently and looked at the Rosehall U.P. Church records, which I had 
been pinning my hopes on.  They proved totally unhelpful!  I tried the 
accounts since I thought that if money had been raised for the stone, the 
income and/or the payment for the stone should show up.  No luck.  I tried 
various sets of minutes and was hopeful when I found they had separate 
committees for Home Mission and Foreign Missions but they turned out to be 
mostly concerned with the former.  I got two references to Old Calabar where 
we thought Tom might have come from - one a farewell prayer meeting on 
the occasion of Mr Anderson leaving for Old Calabar which was to be held 
on the evening of Tuesday, 3 July 1884, and the other a Foreign Mission 
meeting held on 21 Feb. 1886 which was addressed by Rev. Hugh Goldie 
(Old Calabar), Rev A. D. Gray, Nusserabad, India, and James A. Greig 
student, Medical Missions.  That was all and no mention of Tom's guardian, 
Joseph Clark. 

 “I thought this was the end of the trail but then decided to have another 
search on the British Newspaper Archive website as they have added a lot 
of Scottish papers to it during the last year and I struck gold! 

“The Dundee Courier, Friday 25 April 1884:   
"Death of a Congo Lad in Edinburgh - On Tuesday the remains of 
Black Tom, a little Congo lad, were interred in the Grange Cemetery. 
On Saturday morning he burst a blood-vessel, and in the evening he 
died.  He had a companion named Theo, also from Congo.  Mr Clark, 
who was sent by the Livingstone Inland Mission to the Congo about 
six years ago, returned on furlough last year, bringing with him the 
two boys.  The one who died had been purchased by himself, while 
the other was also a slave, claimed by three different chiefs." 

 “I followed up the clue offered by the mention of the Livingstone Inland 
Mission and found Joseph Clark.  He was born in Newhills, Aberdeenshire, 
on 1 July 1856, the illegitimate son of Alexander Clark, day labourer, and 
Catherine Davidson, domestic servant, but his father signed the birth 
registration so at least acknowledged him, although he married someone 
else a few years later.  Joseph was living with his mother and her parents in 
the 1861 and 1871 censuses and witnessed his mother's marriage to a 
widower, Robert Aberdein, in 1877.  Joseph apparently went to the Congo in 
1879 and was one of the missionaries who took part in an expedition up the 
Congo in 1880 led by Adam McCall and including Charles Harvey, George 
Lanceley and Hugh McKergow 
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(https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livingstone_Inland_Mission -  he 

subsequently used McCall and Harvey as the second names for two of his 
sons).  He then returned home in 1883 bringing Tom and Theo with 
him.  While in the Congo he and Lanceley were rescued by H. M. 
Stanley!  Stanley wrote a long letter which was published in The Scotsman 
in 1887. In it he mentioned in passing that "In 1881 I relieved two missionaries 
named Clarke and Lanceley.  They had suffered a misfortune – a fire had 
consumed all their effects.  They sent me an appeal for provisions.  I provided 
them with a fair allowance from our own stores.  They belonged to the 
Livingstone Inland Mission." 

“Joseph had an eventful month in 1884.  It looks as if Joseph took Tom and 
Theo with him when speaking about his missionary work - there's an 
advertisement in the Belfast Newsletter of 10 April 1884 for a talk that evening 
by Joseph at the YMCA which includes the statement that "Two boys from 
the Congo district will also be present".  Tom died at Lochrin House on 
Saturday, 19 April, and Joseph got married at Lochrin House on Wednesday, 
23 April.  His wife was Eliza Ann Milne (1858-?), daughter of a Banffshire 
farmer. She was working as teacher of Mennie School in Belhelvie, 
Aberdeenshire, in 1881, although she gave a Glasgow address when she 
married.  The marriage certificate shows Joseph gave his address as 21 
Morningside Park, which turned out to be where his half-sister Annie (his 
father’s eldest legitimate child) was working.  Annie's employer, Margaret 
Grace Chapman, left her £100 in her will, written in 1907, and very helpfully 
added that she would be glad if Annie’s “brother – the Congo Missionary – 
will take care of it for her"!  Annie appears to have worked for Margaret 
Chapman, a wealthy widow, from the early 1880s (I can’t find Annie in 1881 
but she’s there as a housemaid in 1891 and cook in 1901) until Margaret’s 
death in December 1908.  Intriguingly, Joseph and Eliza Ann's marriage 
certificate is signed by two witnesses (one Eliza's sister Georgina Milne, the 
other unidentified) and "Theodore Walker" - was this Theo?  

Pat continues… 
“What's currently puzzling me, however, is that the Livingstone Inland 
Mission was a Baptist mission and Joseph Clark was a Baptist missionary, 
although brought up attending the Church of Scotland parish church in 
Newhills, Aberdeenshire; and I'm still left with the question why the Rosehall 
children raised the money for the tombstone!  I'm now wondering if the 
connection is via the orphanage then being run in Lochrin House, where Tom 
died - I had thought that he might have died there because that was where 
the doctor he was taken to lived, but possibly Tom and Theo had been living 
in the orphanage while in Edinburgh (Lochrin House at that date appears to 
have been shared by the doctor and the orphanage).  Joseph might have left 
the two boys at the orphanage while staying in Morningside Park himself. 

“I haven't found any further mention of Theo but Joseph's third son was 
named Theodore Harvey Leger Clark. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsv.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLivingstone_Inland_Mission&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfce1e555b50c4522904108d7b88641de%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637180759074499103&sdata=VLhtw%2FWSzPXcFXCR%2FZKrtSf30ji2I7y%2F7VhfejLJpEI%3D&reserved=0
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“Joseph and his wife spent much of the rest of their lives in the Congo and 
five of their six (known) children were born there - the exception was 
Theodore who was born while Eliza was on a visit to her mother in Scotland 
in 1892.  Joseph - and therefore Eliza also - became a naturalized American 
citizen in 1892 and he and Eliza spent their leaves largely in America (where 
at least four of their children settled) but with visits to Scotland and England 
while travelling between the Congo and the USA.  Joseph died in 1930 but I 
haven't discovered where.  Eliza was still alive in 1940 living with her 
widowed eldest daughter in Illinois.” 

So, why did the Rosehall children raise the money for the tombstone? We 
still don’t know the answer to that question, but we’ve been on a very 
interesting journey! It has been a journey that has shown just how involved 
Rosehall Church was with mission, both here at home and across the globe. 
We still benefit from that legacy today. 

 
Our thanks are due to Pat Storey of the Grange Association for all her 
hard work.  
      

---oooOOOooo--- 

A Walk around the Blackets   [Part 1] 

by Eric Hobson 

 

If we cross over Dalkeith Road from the church then walk towards the city, 
we come to pillars and a lodge house at the entrance to Blacket Avenue. 
This rather unusual arrangement for a public street is repeated at three 
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further entrances to what is generally known as Blacket. A fifth lodge 
existed at the west end of Blacket Avenue but was demolished in the 
1920s. 

In the 1960s, workmen and a lorry arrived to remove all the pillars at 
Blacket and consign them to history. A local resident roped herself to the 
pillars, thus preventing this disaster. Thankfully, they still remain as her 
daughter telephoned the authorities and the matter was resolved. A full 
protection order now secures their existence for all times. 

The Blackets enjoyed the privacy of gates with lodge houses and 
gatekeepers for many years in the nineteenth century. The impracticality of 
such an arrangement was realised when returning maids interrupted the 
lodge keepers after closing time. The gates were eventually disposed of but 
the pillars and lodge houses still remain today. 

The development of the Blackets was initiated by Benjamin Bell of Hunthill, 
Dumfriesshire, when he purchased the Newington estate in 1803. When he 
passed away in 1806, the estate passed to his son, George Bell, who 
commissioned James Gillespie Graham in about 1825 to draw up plans for 
new streets in Blacket area. Graham was a famous church architect, 
responsible for Greenside and Liberton churches, and many more around 
Scotland, built in the early part of the nineteenth century. 

We continue our walk along Blacket Avenue to Dryden Place, a very fine 
street running north, with many fine detached and semi-detached villas. 
Dryden Place is more likely to have been named for its builder, Adam 
Dryden of Pilrig, although some disagree and think it’s named for Dryden 
estate near Roslin in Midlothian. Apparently, the novelist, Ian Rankin lived 
in Dryden Place in the 1980s. 

Leaving Dryden Place at its 
junction with Blacket Place, 
we cross the road towards 
Dalkeith Road. A large villa, 
hidden behind walls, can be 
glimpsed. This is Arthur 
Lodge, the only ‘A’ listed 
building in Blacket, which 
can be seen through its 
splendid gates. The Lodge 

was built between 1827 and 1830 to a design by the architect Thomas 
Hamilton, who was also responsible for classical-style buildings in the city. 
The Royal High School on Calton Hill and the Dean Orphanage are 
prominent examples of his work. After the Lodge’s first owner became 
bankrupt, ownership eventually passed to Major James Arthur, who added 
his name to the house. It had previously been known as Salisbury Cottage, 
not a very appropriate name for such an outstanding building. In 1896, 
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Andrew Usher, the Edinburgh brewer and donor of the Usher Hall, lived in 
the house. Arthur Lodge is open to the public 25 days a year (for further 
information about opening hours, telephone 667-5163). 

We continue west along Blacket Place with its many magnificent mid-
nineteenth century houses. With a mixture of Georgian and Victorian-style 
architecture rivalling any New Town or Grange streets, Blacket Place is an 
altogether inspiring scene. Some houses are worthy of note and very 
unique in themselves. Number 44 has the appearance of the home of a 
Scottish country laird. Numbers 20 and 1 have intriguing modifications, and 
there are many outstanding houses, mostly very individual, adding to the 
splendour of Blacket Place. 

Once at the junction of Blacket Place and Blacket Avenue, we continue 
east, back towards Dalkeith Road. On the north side of the Avenue, behind 
large walls, lies the large villa of Belleville Lodge. It is now an eventide 
home and houses the largest garden area of all villas in Blacket. In the 
1880s, the owner, Mr Robertson, kept a cow in the grounds. He also 
planned to build a byre but, following a local meeting of the residents, he 
abandoned his plans. 

For now, we must finish our walk through Blacket by returning to the 
junction with Dalkeith Road. Blacket is part of Priestfield’s parish and 
presents a unique experience unlike most in this great city of ours. 

[Illustration: ‘North East Gates as they were before March 1992’ by 
Michael Beanland, ‘Blacket: An Architectural and Historical Guide’, 
The Blacket Association, Edinburgh, 1992] 

Part 2 of ‘A Walk around the Blackets’, covering the history of the 
rest of the Blacket area, will appear in a future issue of The Net 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 
 

 

 
Priestfield Parish Church is a Registered Scottish Charity No. SC014499 

SOUP LUNCHES ~ 

Soup Lunches are served in the church Lounge  
on Thursdays from 12.30pm to 2.00pm 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

to share a bowl of soup, a roll and tea or coffee.  

Come along if you can! 
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 ~  Services for Holy Week and Easter 2020  ~ 

  

Good Friday Service 

Friday 10th April ~ 7.30pm 

    A time for quiet reflection on Jesus’ death 

Maundy Thursday Communion 

Thursday 9th April ~ 7.30pm 

    Sharing ‘The Last Supper’ with Jesus 
in the gathering darkness 

        Early Morning Worship 
Fifteen minutes of reflection to start each day 

 Monday 6th April  - Friday 10th April 

     Craigmillar Park Church at 7.45am 
followed by breakfast 

Easter Day Celebration 

Sunday 12th April ~ 10.30am 

    A service for all ages to celebrate  
Jesus’ Resurrection 

             Walk of Witness 
Arranged by ‘Newington Churches Together’ 

       Friday 10th April ~ 9.30am 

 Leaves from Craigmillar Park Church  


