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As I write, I’m looking out on a frosty morning with a bright blue 
sky…it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 

The C word inspires both delight and horror for people. 

Some enjoy the festivities. Others find it a difficult time of 
overspending, over-indulging and forced bonhomie with neighbours 
and colleagues we never otherwise see! 

In the Church, Christmas can cause similar splits in people’s 
feelings. 

For some, the story of Christmas lies at the heart of faith and belief. 
For others, the preposterousness of the Virgin Birth, and unique 
stellar events in the cosmos make the whole thing difficult to 
comprehend. 

Then of course the gap between a faith-based Christmas and the 
Christmas of excess and greed really stretches credulity! 

How do we strip away the layers and find the heart of the matter? 

God entering his creation in vulnerable human flash. 

         God challenging the might and power of earthly principalities. 

              God saying to the poor, the marginalised and the ordinary, 
                                                                                       “I am for you.” 
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During December, we’ll be following these themes in our worship. 

I’m also planning a series of short quiet services, just after soup, 
(around 2pm) on the 5th, 12th and 19th December. These will give 
about half an hour to reflect and pray through the meaning of 
Christmas. 

In the midst of the planning and buying and cooking, may you find 
time and space to let God into the heart of your Christmas. 

Have a happy and blessed time, and may 2020 offer peace. 

 

   

 

 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

DECEMBER 2019  

Sunday   1 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

                                                                        (including Communion) 

    with the bringing of gifts which 

    will be donated to the Prison 

    Chaplaincy for distribution to the 

    children of prisoners at Christmas 

Thursday  5 12.30 Soup Lunch 

    7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Friday      6   7.30 Edinburgh Revelation Rock Gospel Choir 

Saturday  7 10.00 Café Time for LiNK (Liberty in North 
                                                                                                   Korea) 
    7.30 Edinburgh Revelation Rock Gospel Choir 

Sunday    8 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

    4.00  ‘A Candle in Memory’  

remembering those we miss at 

   Christmas 
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Monday       9   5.30 Prestonfield’s Tree Lighting in the 

        Memorial Garden at the top of 

                                                       Prestonfield Avenue 

Thursday 12 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday 15 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

    7.00  Christmas Carol Fest 

Thursday 19 12.30 Soup Lunch 

    7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday  22 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

Tuesday   24   4.30 Christmas Eve Family Service 
    come with the children 
       to the noisy stable 
  11.15 Watchnight Service 

    with coffee and mince pies from 

       10.45pm 

Wednesday 25 10.30 Christmas Day Celebration 
Thursday 26 12.30 Soup Lunch - YES, if you’re on your 

                                                own, why not pop in for a festive lunch 

Sunday 29 10.30 All-age Service 

 

JANUARY 2020  

Thursday   2 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday   5 10 30 All-age worship (including Communion) 

Thursday   9 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday 12 10.30 All-age worship 

Wednesday  15  7.00   Knitting Together! 

Thursday 16 12.30 Soup Lunch 

    7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday 19 10.30 All-age worship 

Monday  20   7.30 Kirk Session 

Thursday 23 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Saturday      25 4.00 Film Evening for 

       Messy Church families 

Sunday 26    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday 30    12.30 Soup Lunch 

           7.30 Praise and Prayer 
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FEBRUARY 2020 

Saturday    1    10.00 Café Time for Mary’s Meals 

Sunday    2    10.30 All-age worship (including Communion) 

Wednesday     5 7.00 Knitting Together! 

Thursday    6    12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday    9    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday  13    12.30 Soup Lunch 

            7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday  16    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday  20    12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday  23    10.30 All-age worship 

Wednesday  26      7.30 Ash Wednesday Service 

Thursday  27    12.30 Soup Lunch 

            7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Saturday       29 4.00 Messy Church 
    

MARCH 2020 

Sunday    1    10.30 All-age worship 

Tuesday     3      7.30 Kirk Session 

Wednesday     4 7.00 Knitting Together! 

Thursday    5    12.30 Soup Lunch 

Saturday    7     10.00 Café Time for Alzheimer Scotland 
      

  WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Wednesday of every month 
 7-9pm in the Lounge 

Anyone is welcome to drop in 

Come and knit or sew or just to chill 
and have a coffee/tea 
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~ SNIPPETS from the KIRK SESSION ~ 

10 September 2019 
Presbytery of Edinburgh 
Donald was now serving as Interim Moderator at Bristo Memorial 
Church at Craigmillar. Five Assessor Elders had been appointed by 
Presbytery and a Locum was in place. 
Edinburgh Food Project: Proposed Food Bank 
The Kirk Session approved progressing with setting up a Food Bank 
at Priestfield with EFP. The project would be a joint ‘three 
congregations’ initiative with Craigmillar Park and Reid Memorial 
Churches.  
General Assembly 2019 
Life and Work’s special General Assembly supplement had been 
circulated to all elders. The Clerk drew attention to the headline, ‘A 
Radical Assembly’ and the three key reports which have the 
potential to ‘shape the future of the Church for years to come’. 
‘Well Equipped Spaces in the Right Places’ Seminar 
The seminar set out to progress the radical approach to property 
heralded at the General Assembly. The seminar had been 
encouraging and the Trustees were seeking input as they develop a 
framework and principles for the future. A survey has been prepared 
by Built Environment Forum Scotland for the General Trustees to 
assist in gathering this input.  
Edinburgh Presbytery Strategic Planning Survey 
Presbytery’s Planning and Strategy Team was in the process of 
preparing the next Plan for Edinburgh Presbytery for the years from 
2022-2032. The team wished to have information from individuals, 
groups and Kirk Sessions to give a starting point for future 
conversations with congregations. To assist it has launched an on-
line survey.  
Mission Liaison Group 
The Mission Liaison Group, with representatives from Craigmillar 
Park, Priestfield and Reid Memorial Churches, had met on 12 
August 2019. The Group recommended; 

1. in principle, the development and implementation of a 
mission project to meet the needs of people with dementia 
and to provide support for carers across the three parish 
areas. 
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2. holding a mission meeting with the elders of all three Kirk 
Sessions.  

3. holding an informal social event for members of the three 
congregations. 

The Kirk Session approved the MLG’s recommendations. 
Local Church Review 
A small group had prepared drafts of Parts 1, 2 and 3 of the Local 
Church Review. These had been circulated to elders with the 
agenda papers. With some changes the Kirk Session approved the 
forwarding of the documents to Presbytery’s Local Church Review 
Team. 
Finance 
The Group’s financial report for the six months to June had been 
circulated with the agenda papers. The Group explained that in 
common with past years, expenditure was exceeding regular income 
and a ‘Gift Day’ in October was therefore recommended. 
The Kirk Session approved a Gift Day on Sunday 20 October 2019. 
Property 
Edinburgh Presbytery had approved a Public Access Defibrillator 
Project at its meeting on 3 September. The project’s objective was to 
have an externally mounted defibrillator at every church, and 
therefore in every community, in the Presbytery.  
Although the initial cost of the defibrillator and cabinet would be 
underwritten by Presbytery, congregations would be encouraged to 
fundraise locally towards the cost of these in their location. 
Following discussion, the Kirk Session approved; 

1. taking part in the Presbytery project to install an external 
defibrillator, 

2. consideration of the financial contribution to Presbytery as 
part of the budget setting process in November 2019. 

 

16 October 2019 
Student Link 
June Henderson drew attention to the encouraging attendance at the 
student lunches after church and at the ‘Student Brunch’ on 28 
September. A successful ‘Games Night’ had been attended by 
fourteen student, friends and members of the Ed Rev choir. 
Organist 
The Church Organist, Harry Thomson, had resigned from the role 
because of his mother’s poor health. An ad hoc Group was formed to 
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arrange advertising, interviewing, etc. with a view to bringing a sole 
nominee to the Kirk Session in due course. 
contact them. The Kirk Session agreed that this should be followed 
up. 
 

27 October 2019 

Organist 
The Clerk reported that the ad hoc Organist Group had met and 
progressed with the task of finding a new organist. The vacancy had 
been advertised on the website of the Edinburgh Society of 
Organists and on the church Facebook page. An application had 
been received from Ciaran Walker, a student resident in 
Musselburgh. The ad hoc Group had interviewed Ciaran and he had 
played a number of pieces, some of his choosing and others 
selected by the Group. Following the interview the Group 
recommended the appointment of Ciaran Walker as Church Organist 
with effect from 1 December 2019. 
The Kirk Session approved the Group’s recommendations. 
 
Barry Cross 
Session Clerk 
 

 

 
 
   

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 

     

 

All meetings of the Kirk Session are ‘open’ meetings. Only in 
exceptional circumstances are items heard in private. If you’d like 
to come along to a Session meeting, either have a word, or just 
pop along on the night. The Session meetings usually take place 
in the Lounge and begin at 7:30pm. 



 10  



 11 

 

   35th Braid Cub Scout Pack 

Cubs have had a busy and active 
programme since starting back in 
August.  We have welcomed a 
number of children from Beavers, 
and currently have 30 Cubs in the 
Pack.  We continue to be grateful to 
have the support of our Young 
Leaders, supporting the adult 

                                            leadership team. 
 
This term we have been working on 
our Teamwork Challenge and a 
number of different activity badges.  
We started off the year looking at 
the Scientist badge.  Cubs had a go 
at creating Lego robots before 
using programs to control them.  
We also created mini lava lamps 

and fire extinguishers as well as 
finding the best conditions for plants 
to grow.  We are now working on 
completing the Environmental 
Conservation badge and are looking 
at energy sources and recycling as 
well as creating bird feeders. 
 

Everyone enjoyed an evening at Holyrood Park, which included 
chatting to an Estonian handglider, and our film night before the 
October break. We also held a Halloween Party when we 
returned after the holidays. 
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We had a weekend away at Fordell Firs at 
the beginning of November, together with 
the Scouts.  Cubs 
completed a low 
ropes course, 
some backwoods 
cooking and a hike 
in the surrounding 

countryside.  They also took part in a(n 
indoor) campfire and had a go at 
building dens. 
 
We’re looking forward to our Christmas treat between now and 
the end of term. 
 
Andrew, Laura, Dave, Ryan and Connor 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
 

 

 

 

 

 
      127th Rainbow News 

 
Our first session is over as a joint unit with Mayfield/Salisbury 
church. The amalgamation went very smoothly, the girls and 
leaders are enjoying working together. 

We are now working on the new Girlguiding programme. First 
section finished and girls excited about achieving and receiving 
a badge for their uniform. 

The Hallowe’en Party was a great success. Everyone came in 
fancy dress! The Christmas party has been arranged, hopefully 
Santa will make a special appearance.  

Thank you to you all for your continued support, for which I am 
truly grateful. 
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On behalf of the Rainbows and 
leaders may I wish you all a very 
Peaceful Christmas., 
 
Carole Stiff 
127th Guider 

 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

     

Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Know who’s guiding you 

           
“LET THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDE YOUR LIVES.”  

Galatians 5:16 NLT 

Dr Charles Stanley says: ‘During a photographic trip my group had 
been travelling up a trail for almost three hours, and I began to have 
a funny feeling that we were going in the wrong direction. I asked the 
guide about it and he assured me everything was fine. Not wanting 
to be presumptuous, I kept walking. After a few minutes, I noticed 
that my sense of uneasiness persisted; in fact, it was growing 
stronger. I pulled out my compass and looked at the map. Sure 
enough, we were headed away from our intended destination. It took 
us close to an hour and a half to return to where we’d taken the 
incorrect turn. Sadly, this meant by the time we got to the site, our 
window for taking photographs was cut short.  
The event helped me realise two valuable lessons. 
First, when we sense an internal witness encouraging us to take a 
certain course of action, we should listen.  

Second, when you and I choose people to guide us, we must be 
certain they know the path ahead better than we do. 

Have you ever felt something alerting you to pay attention 
or pulling you in a particular direction? 

Perhaps you were listening to a sermon and you sensed God telling 
you to follow Him in obedience. 

Or maybe you walked into a restaurant and were filled with dread, as 
if you should leave quickly. 
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If you’re a believer, most likely these feelings were the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit speaking to your heart, warning you about 
danger, and encouraging you to submit to God’s purposes.’  

Today, ‘Let the Holy Spirit guide [you].’ 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
 
 

KIRK SESSION AWAY-DAY 
    

One Sunday in August, immediately after our morning service, elders 
made their way up the M90 to Perthshire; to The Bield at 
Blackruthven to be exact. The Bield is a wonderful place and if you 
want to know more, check out their website; 
https://www.bieldatblackruthven.org.uk/ 
     

Anyway, after a good lunch we spent time together thinking about 
the future direction of Priestfield. We talked a lot, encouraged by 
Donald, our minister and Michael, our Mission Development Worker. 
    

This is very much a ‘work in progress’ but our thoughts thus far fall 
into four broad areas; 

 
1. Worship  
Looking at the worship style on Sunday mornings, worship at 
different times in the week, Messy Church and linking 
worship with different events in the church. 
 
2. Development of family style groups. 
To welcome and encourage people to come together and to 
get to know each other better. 
 
3. Pastoral Care 
To develop a system of pastoral care within the congregation, 
closer links with care homes, supporting those with dementia 
and their carers. 
 
4.Social Events 
To consider the social life of Priestfield and whether there is a 
need for enhancement. 

 
Back home in Edinburgh the Kirk Session has been busy taking 
things forward. The Session divided into groups of four. Each Group 

https://www.bieldatblackruthven.org.uk/
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has taken one of these themes and considered it in greater depth. In 
the coming days the Kirk Session will look at the outcomes and 
decide on a way forward. Do remember the Session in your prayers. 
 
Barry 
Session Clerk 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 
 

 

Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
The Holy Spirit is your ‘helper’ 

           

“THE HELPER…WILL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS.” 
John 14:26 NKJV 

    

Jesus said,  
‘The Helper, the Holy Spirit…will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.’  

So, the Holy Spirit has these two functions:  

1) He teaches you how to walk with God. 

2) He reminds you to do it each day.  

As redeemed children of God, we constantly need to be taught how 
to walk with Him, and to be reminded of the blessings that await us 
when we do and the trouble we get into when we don’t. 

If you’ve raised kids, you know the routine. They have to be taught 
their ABCs so they can read and write; then they have to be 
reminded until they master it. They have to be taught to walk, and 
falling down hundreds of times is just part of growing up.  

The Bible says,  
‘A righteous man may fall seven times and rise again’ 

                                                                                      Proverbs 24:16 NKJV  

Just as you don’t tell your child, ‘Forget it, you’re never going to learn 
to walk,’ your heavenly Father doesn’t give up on you either. 

Your child had to be taught personal hygiene and cleanliness. 
Likewise, the Holy Spirit will remind you of the importance of reading 
God’s Word each day. 
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Jesus said,  
‘You are already clean because of the word which I have 
spoken to you’      John 15:3 NKJV  

And the psalmist wrote,  
‘How can a young man [and an older one too] cleanse his 
way? By taking heed…to Your word’      Psalm 119:9 NKJV  

 
If you’re wise, you’ll start each day by praying,  

‘Holy Spirit, teach me what I need to know, and 
remind me of it throughout this day.’ 

 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today 
and are used by permission from 

United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY.  
Free issues of the daily devotional are available. 
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~ Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal 2019 ~ 
     

Pat would like to thank you all 
for filling the shoe boxes once 
again. This year, Priestfield 
managed to fill 45 boxes. 

Many thanks to Diane and 
Barry, who took the boxes to 
Blythswood Care at 
Southhouse on a day of 
terrible weather. 

Many thanks also to Kenny 
who, when he saw me coming 
with another armful of boxes, 
wanted to turn and run in the 
other direction…although he 

                                                               never did!  

The filled boxes were very much appreciated and will give pleasure to 
a lot of people. 

Pat Smith 
---oooOOOooo--- 

~ Craigmillar Rose Fields ~ 
On the edge of our parish’s southern boundary lies Craigmillar 
Country Park. From the early twentieth century, its acres were 
devoted to Dickson and Companies Nurseries, first established in 
1729 in another part of the country. Having spent most of their latter 
years at Craigmillar, they closed their nursery there in the early 
1960s. 

For over two hundred and thirty years, 
Dickson’s produced a wide range of 
garden plants, shrubs, forest trees, and 
roses. Their main focus was their roses 
and they produced some five hundred 
thousand bushes per year. They also  
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specialised in producing fruit trees in large numbers for estates and 
gardens. 

Dickson’s had a considerable history 
employing many leading specialist 
‘plantsmen’ of the time. One such person of 
note was James Grieve, their nursery 
manager, who 
created the dessert 
apple named after 
him, and which is 
sometimes referred 

to as the ‘Edinburgh apple’. New rose 
varieties were also produced by Dickson’s 
and one was named after the owner’s wife, 
Hazel Alexander. 

Dickson’s owner, Mr Alexander, a very knowledgeable horticulturist, 
had large farming interests in the Borders, however the nursery 
lacked investments and development, which resulted in its closure. 
Dobbies wrested the initiative at the time with the larger estate 
orders but Dickson’s still retained a strong rose trade, selling half a 
million roses per year. They also ran a horticultural shop in the west 
of the city, supplying flower and vegetable seeds. 

Their closure released a few specialist employees, who were quickly 
given positions with the local authority and health boards’ 
horticultural services. 

Mr Sumers, Dickson’s rose manager, moved to Saughton Rose 
Gardens for his last twelve years of work. His knowledge of roses 
was unique, being the third generation of his family to work with 
roses. His father and grandfather moved to Dickson’s in the early 
twentieth century from the English rose growers, Harkness. I was 
privileged to work alongside Mr Sumers for 6 years at Saughton 
Rose Gardens, a wonderful experience for me. Saughton Gardens, 
with twenty thousand roses, was the largest municipal rose garden in 
Scotland. Sadly, these numbers are much less these days. 
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At Craigmillar, after Dickson’s closed, Millar and Company 
purchased the estate, only to realise that it had had become a 
designated greenbelt and could not be developed for home building. 
Its acres were then rented out for farming to Harry and Doris Darling, 
well known and respected members of our Priestfield congregation 
before finally moving to Peebles. The farmhouse has now been 
converted into a very fine workshop and community café, serving 
many needs. A field where Harry Darling grazed his cattle has now 
become community allotments, further benefitting the community. 

Craigmillar Country Park is progressing well since its opening in 
2003 by the Duke of Edinburgh. Our country park, where roses once 
grew, now has pleasant walks through its treed landscape. To the 
north, are views of the city, Arthur’s Seat and the countryside we can 
still enjoy on the southern boundary of our parish. 
      

Eric Hobson 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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~ Tuesday 24 December ~ 
    

Christmas Eve Family Service 
at 4.30 pm 

       

Watchnight Service 
at 11.15 pm  

 
~ Wednesday 25 December ~  

        

Christmas Day Celebration 
at 10.30 am 

Priestfield Parish Church is a Registered Scottish Charity No. SC014499 


