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Maybe it’s a sign of ageing, but one of the most common things I’ve heard 
people say recently is, “it can’t be December already!” 
 
Its certainly been a fast year for the Scotts, with house moves, a new baby 
arriving, and the transition to Priestfield from prison! 
 
As we enter Advent and the season of Christmas, we think about a God of 
Eternity entering Time, and taking time to be with the creation. 
 
I find it one of the most amazing facets of the Christmas story. 
 
God takes time with us. 
 
So in the midst of the shopping and preparations, will we take time with 
God? 
    Time to reflect on his goodness to us. 
        Time to mend and heal that which is broken and hurting. 
            Time to grow into the relationship God offers each of us. 
May this Christmas be a time of joy, peace and thankfulness to our God, 
who takes the time to come to us. 
 
Every blessing,  
 

 

 



 2 

     ~ GODSPACE ~ 
Over the past few weeks, the session has been considering the best way to 
offer the children and young people who come to worship a positive 
experience of church. 
 
We’d like to experiment over the months between January and Easter to see if 
we can enhance what we do, and maybe grow our work with young people. 
 
The first part of our service will become more focussed on the needs of the 
children, with less formal songs, and a teaching component shared by a 
number of leaders. 
 
There will then be a more adult focussed address, during which the children 
will be able to choose activities, suited to their age group. 
 
Following the offering, the children will be able to re-join worship, and perhaps 
share some of the things they have been doing, before we close our service 
together as a family. 
 
While this will be the “normal” pattern, we also hope to include more regular 
family services when everyone will worship together. 
 

Experiments only work if there is feedback! 
We hope to hear from you what you think. 

 

---oooOOOooo---  

    

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

DECEMBER 2018  

Saturday   1 10.00 Café Time for Mary’s Meals 
     7.30 Edinburgh Revelation Rock Gospel Choir 
Sunday   2 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

    including the bringing of gifts which 

    will be donated to the Prison 

    Chaplaincy for distribution to the 

    children of prisoners at Christmas  

    7.30 Edinburgh Revelation Rock Gospel Choir 
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Wednesday   5   7.00 ‘Knitting Together’  

Thursday   6 12.30 Soup Lunch 

    7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday    9 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

    4.00  ‘A Candle in Memory’  

remembering those we miss at 

   Christmas 

Wednesday  12    7.00 ‘Knitting Together’  

Thursday  13 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday  16 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

    7.00  Christmas Carol Fest 

Wednesday  19   7.00 ‘Knitting Together’  

Thursday  20 12.30 Soup Lunch 

    7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday  23 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 

Monday   24   4.30 Christmas Eve Family Service 
    come with the children 
       to the noisy stable 
  11.15 Watchnight Service 

    with coffee and mince pies from 

       10.45pm 

Tuesday  25 10.30 Christmas Day Celebration 
Thursday  27 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday  30 10.30 All-age Service 

 

JANUARY 2019  

Thursday   3 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday   6 10 30 All-age worship (including Communion) 

Thursday 10 12.30 Soup Lunch 

Saturday 12 10.00 Café Time for Scripture Union 
Sunday 13 10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday 17 12.30 Soup Lunch 

    7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday 20 10.30 All-age worship 

Monday  21   7.30 Kirk Session 

Thursday 24 12.30 Soup Lunch 
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Saturday      26 4.00 Film Evening for 

       Messy Church families 

Sunday 27    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday 31    12.30 Soup Lunch 

         7.30 Praise and Prayer 
    

FEBRUARY 2019 

Saturday 2    10.00 Café Time for the Guild Project 

Sunday    3    10.30 All-age worship (including Communion) 

Thursday    7    12.30 Soup Lunch 

Sunday  10    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday  14    12.30 Soup Lunch 

          7.30 Praise and Prayer 

Sunday  17    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday  21    12.30 Soup Lunch 

Saturday       23 4.00 Messy Church 

Sunday  24    10.30 All-age worship 

Thursday  28    12.30 Soup Lunch 

          7.30 Praise and Prayer 
    

MARCH 2019 

Saturday 2     10.00 Café Time for Alzheimer Scotland 
Sunday    3    10.30 All-age worship (including Communion) 

Monday  4      7.30 Kirk Session 

Wednesday   6 7.30 Ash Wednesday Service 

Thursday    7    12.30 Soup Lunch 
      

  WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  
 

 
 
 

Love was born 
at Christmas 
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~ SNIPPETS from the KIRK SESSION ~ 

11 September 2018 
Presbytery Clerk 
Barry Cross, Session Clerk, reported that he and Donald had met with 
Marjory McPherson, Presbytery Clerk to discuss the Ministry 
Development Worker (MDW).  
Following the Induction of Donald as Minister of Priestfield, progress 
would be made with the appointment of the MDW. It was hoped that all 
three Newington congregations would be part of the process.  
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
Donald is now a member of the PVG Scheme for working with 
vulnerable people. 
Sunday Services 
Donald indicated that he intended to increase the number of people 
involved in leading Sunday worship, especially in leading prayers for 
others. The Kirk Session thought this a good idea. 
Student Link 
The Group’s Annual Report for 2017/18 had been circulated to elders 
with the agenda papers. The high quality of the report was appreciated. 
Property 
A comprehensive survey of the church and manse roofs had been 
undertaken by a specialist contractor. The report had indicated that the 
church roof had been well maintained and previous work had been 
carried out to a high standard.  
The redecoration of Whithorn (the upstairs hall) will commence this 
autumn.  
Prestonfield Church: Windows 
West Calder High School is moving from its existing site to a new site. 
There are several items which are not being moved, including a set of 
stained-glass windows which came from the old Prestonfield Parish 
Church. They were brought to the school as a project for the children 
doing technical subjects and have been mounted on a wall in a 
stairwell ever since. Priestfield, was being offered the windows. 
The Property Group had considered the offer, but their large size 
precluded the offer being accepted.  
Finance 
Andrew Steven drew attention to the significant fall in offerings income 
compared with 2017. The Group recommended that there should be a 
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Gift Day in October to continue to support God’s work in the church 
and community.  
Mission 
The Kirk Session approved a proposal that the 2018 Harvest Appeal 
should be for the ‘Ploughs for Malawi Rice Farmers.’  

 

10 October 2018 
Guild Sunday 
Members of The Guild would be taking part in the Sunday morning 
service on 25 November; Guild Sunday. 
Discussions: Craigmillar Park, Priestfield and Reid Memorial Churches 
A group of three elders from Priestfield had met with representatives 
from Craigmillar Park and Reid Memorial Churches at Priestfield on 
Monday 24 September.  
The meeting considered a vision for the Ministry Development Worker 
(MDW) and how the congregations would relate to the MDW and to 
each other, 
A further meeting had been arranged for Monday 29 October with a 
view to reporting to the three Kirk Sessions in November. 
Sunday Morning Services 
Donald would be introducing some changes in the next few weeks. 
This would include members of the congregation leading the prayers of 
intercession.  
‘GodSpace’ 
After many years’ service Diane Cross would be stopping leading the 
GodSpace children’s work at Christmas. The Kirk Session would 
therefore need to consider how best to address children’s ministry.  
National Day of Prayer 
The General Assemblies of 2017 and 2018 issued a call to the Church 
of Scotland to come together in prayer. As part of this initiative, there 
would be a National Day of Prayer on Saturday 3 November. The 
Session agreed that Priestfield should take part. 
Student Link 
June Henderson gave an update on the work of the Edinburgh 
University Campus Ministry at Holy Cross. Ten students are involved in 
a new befriending service after receiving training by the Salvation 
Army. 
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Lettings 

 Edinburgh Street Pastors would be holding their training sessions 
on various Fridays and Saturdays in February and March 2019. 

 Cameron Toll Chaplaincy would be holding its AGM at Priestfield 
on 6 November 2018. 

 CLIC Sargent Choir (a charity which supports people under 25 with 
cancer, and their families, during their cancer treatment and 
beyond) will be using the sanctuary for weekly rehearsals until 
December.  

First Aid 
Kenny Ferguson thought that it would be beneficial if a range of people 
in attendance were trained first aiders. He had some information about 
first aid training by the Red Cross and could contact them. The Kirk 
Session agreed that this should be followed up. 
Rev Colin Sinclair 
Colin, a former Student Attachment at Priestfield, has been chosen to 
be Moderator of the Church of Scotland's General Assembly for 2019. 
The Session asked the Clerk to write to Colin with its congratulations 
and best wishes. 
 
Barry Cross 
Session Clerk 
 

 

 
 
   

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 

     
  

All meetings of the Kirk Session are ‘open’ meetings. Only in 
exceptional circumstances are items heard in private. If you’d like 
to come along to a Session meeting, either have a word, or just 
pop along on the night. The Session meetings usually take place 
in the Lounge and begin at 7:30pm. 
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       Guild    

               “Seeking the Way” 
 
At our first meeting we enjoyed a short drama enacted by Pat Smith, 
Isabel Murray and Ian Williams based on our theme for this year, 
Seeking the Way. We then voted for our new Project for 2018/19 and 
the Sailors' Society charity "A Chaplain for Every Port" was chosen. 
The discussion topic was in the form of a question, "Have you at some 
time in the past been faced with an unexpected journey?" In groups we 
talked about this before working out some Scottish place name 
anagrams and the answers to a quiz.  
 
At our next meeting, Mrs Helen Tew came to speak about the charity, 
"Butterfly Trust", which empowers people with Cystic Fibrosis in 
Scotland. Helen gave a very informative and moving talk; she herself 
works as a volunteer for the Trust. At the end of the meeting she was 
presented with the embroidered cushion sewn by Chris Williams, 
Elizabeth Walls and Liz Couper for the Guild National Challenge.  
 
Our first meeting in November was a Bulb Planting evening, which 
everyone enjoyed. As a professional, Mr Eric Hobson gave a short talk 
about the different bulbs and showed us some photographs of beautiful 
displays in Prestonfield.  
 
At our next meeting we will hear a talk by Jenny Calcutt on The Life 
and Times of Queensberry House. We end this year with our 
Christmas lunch on December 4th at Prestonfield Golf Club.  
 
To celebrate Guild Week, we are taking part in the church service, 
putting flowers in the church and providing a cake to share with the 
congregation.   
 
Our Guild members would like to wish everyone a very Happy 
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.  
 
Helen Douglas  

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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   35th Braid Cub Scout Pack 

Cubs have had a busy and active 
programme since starting back in 
August.  We have welcomed a number 
of children from Beavers, and currently 
have 25 Cubs in the Pack.  We 
continue to be grateful to have the 
support of our Young Leaders, 
supporting the adult leadership team. 

 
This term we have been working on our 
Skills Challenge.  We started off by 
having an evening orienteering at the 
Hermitage and by having a go at some 
different sports and games.  The Young 
Leaders organised and ran a Zumba 
evening for both Cubs and then Scouts.  
Cubs took part in a Silver Service night, 
which involved preparing vegetables for 
soup, baking biscuits, making teas and coffees and setting tables.  We 
have created name art and bookmarks to cover the creative side of the 
badge.  Cubs also worked in their Sixes to solve different problems. 

 
 
Everyone enjoyed an evening 
at Holyrood Park and our film 
night before the October 
break.  We also held a 
Halloween Party when we 
returned after the holidays. 
 
 

We’re looking forward to a sleepover event and our Christmas treat 
between now and the end of term. 
 
Andrew, Laura, Dave and Ryan 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
What is Christmas all about? 

           
“NOTHING . . . CAN SEPARATE US FROM GOD’S LOVE.”  

Romans 8:39 CEV 

That first Christmas, God did something extraordinary. 

Max Lucado puts it this way: 

‘Stepping from the throne, He removed His robe of light and 
wrapped Himself in skin: pigmented human skin. The light of the 
universe entered a dark, wet womb. He whom angels worshipped 
nestled Himself in the placenta of a peasant, was birthed into the 
cold night, and then slept on a cow’s hay. Mary didn’t know 
whether to give Him milk or give him praise, so she gave Him 
both – since He was, as near as she could figure, hungry and 
holy. Joseph didn’t know whether to call Him junior or father. But 
in the end he called Him Jesus, since that’s what the angel said, 
and since he didn’t have the faintest idea what to name a God he 
could cradle in his arms.’ 

 
Lucado continues: 

‘Don’t you think their heads tilted and their minds wondered, 
“What in the world are You doing, God?” Or better phrased, 
“God, what are You doing in the world?” “Can anything make Me 
stop loving you?” God asks. “You wonder how long My love will 
last? Find your answer on a splintered cross, on a craggy hill. 
That’s Me you see up there, your Maker, your God…That’s how 
much I love you.”’  

 
Paul asks, ‘Can anything separate us from the love of Christ?’ (v35 

CEV). Then he answers his own question: ‘Nothing can separate us 
from God’s love – not life or death, not angels or spirits, not the 
present or the future, and not powers above or powers below. 
Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love’ (vv38-39 

CEV). 

And that’s what Christmas is all about! 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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YOU CAN CHANGE A LIFE! 

A new tenancy is a first step, an opportunity, but it is only a beginning.  
By supporting Fresh Start’s work, you can help give a homeless person 
back their life. 

 £5 buys pots and pans to cook a hot meal 

 £12 enables Fresh Start to offer a cooking class for four people, 
giving them the skills and confidence to cook healthy meals 

 £20 buys electrical Packs with toasters, lamps and kettles that 
give warmth, light and comfort 

This organisation makes up Starter Packs of basic, essential 
household goods and cleaning materials.  All that they ask is that the 
item is clean and that it is one that you would be happy to use yourself.  

A detailed list is available in the Lounge.  

THANK YOU! 

Shirley  

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Wednesdays 7-9pm in the Lounge 

Anyone is welcome to drop in 

Come and knit or sew or just to chill 
and have a coffee/tea 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
If Christ had not come 

           

“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKETH 
AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.” 

John 1:29 KJV 

    

Scholars disagree as to the exact date of Christ’s birth.  

Nor do they know that the Church of the Nativity that’s visited every 
day by pilgrims in Bethlehem, is the exact location of His birth.  

Nor can any of us comprehend how by the Holy Spirit, a virgin girl 
could conceive a child.  

But here’s the good news: you don’t have to know when, where, or 
how Jesus was born, you just need to know why.  

‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’    (John 3:16 KJV) 

Only four things matter:  

1.  If Christ had not come, God would be unknown to us.  

2.  If Christ had not come, our sins would be unforgiven. The name 
    Jesus means ‘Jehovah saves!’ John the Baptist called Him ‘the 
    Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world’.  

3. If Christ had not come, our prayers would be unanswered. In 
    Bible days you needed a priest to petition God on your behalf. And 
    Jesus is our High Priest who ‘understands our weaknesses, for he 
    faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us 
    come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive 
    his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most’  
    (Hebrews 4:15-16 NLT). 

4. If Christ had not come the first time, we would have no 
    assurance that He will come the second time and catch us 
    away to heaven to be with Himself. 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today 
and are used by permission from 

United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY.  
Free issues of the daily devotional are available. 
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Newington Churches Together ~ Lent Study 2019 

“Dethroning Mammon: Making Money Serve Grace” 

      

This book by Justin Welby – the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent book 2017 – has been written in 6 
chapters to allow it to be used by study groups in the 
period of Lent. It examines how money and 
materialism directs our attitudes and actions, from our 
own wealth to the impact on us of global economics, 
and challenges us to use Lent as a time of learning to 
trust in the abundance and grace of God. 

“Mammon is so powerful that an attack on his 
authority over our lives, attitudes and thinking is as good a way of 
preparing for the reality of the Passion and crucifixion as I can imagine. 
Never mind chocolate or even alcohol; try giving up materialism for 
Lent, and try reforming the way we understand what is good and bad in 
the economy” 

- Justin Welby 

“This book is about…freeing ourselves from the principles and spirit 
that amount to Mammon, freeing ourselves to be true disciples of 
Jesus”      - Jean Vanier    

If you would like to take part in ecumenical house groups in 
Newington, reading and discussing “Dethroning Mammon” in the 
6 weeks of Lent from Monday 3rd March to Sunday 14th April, 
please complete the enclosed registration form and return the 
information by SUNDAY 10th FEBRUARY to Ann Thanisch - by post 
to: 100 St Albans Rd, Edinburgh EH9 2PG, email to 
annthanisch@gmail.com, or by phone 07814 949468. 

These forms will also be available to complete or collect at the 
celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on Sunday 20th 
January 2019 at 4pm, at the Methodist Centre, Nicolson Square 
(venue tbc). 

Copies of the book, ‘Dethroning Mammon’, will also be available at this 
service for review and purchase (£6 each).   

The times, members, and locations of groups, will be notified to all in 
late February.   

 
 

mailto:annthanisch@gmail.com
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~  MISSION PARTNER: JOHN McCULLOCH  ~ 

    

Priestfield’s Mission Partner is  
Rev Dr John McCulloch, Minister at St 
Andrew’s Scots Memorial Church in 
Jerusalem. 

‘A Witness to non-violence and hope in 
Bethlehem’ is the focus of John’s 
PartnerPlan letter for November 2018, which 
is reproduced below.  
 

Here are God’s children on 
both sides of the wall, and 
no man-made barrier can 
destroy this fact. With this 
faith we will be able to tear 
out of the mountain of 
despair a stone of hope.  

Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
Our lives begin to end the 
day we become silent 
about things that matter. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
Some weeks back I took the bus from St Andrews Scots Memorial 
Church in Jerusalem to Checkpoint 300, which is one of four 
checkpoints that leads into Bethlehem. The bus drops you just outside 
and everyone gets off and begins to walk through the metal turnstiles 
that take you to the other side of the wall. On the other side, a 
cacophony of fruit sellers and taxi drivers call out to passers-by in the 
hope of earning a few more shekels.  

What strikes me after being here for the last 8 months is how crossing 
checkpoints and lines of heavily armed soldiers can become so 
normalised. And yet, in a context of political structural injustice and 
military occupation, it is important as Martin Luther King Jr once said, 
to remember that Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.  
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In this partner letter, I give a brief glimpse into four organisations within 
Bethlehem and the surrounding area, who are working for peace and 
justice through a strict adherence to nonviolence.  

Father John Dear writes:  
Everyone is called to live their lives right now in the kingdom of God, to 
practice now as if they were already in the fullness of the presence of 
the God of peace. As we do, we will reject every form of violence, from 
war and executions to racism and sexism to nuclear weapons and 
corporate greed to destructive behaviour to the creatures and Mother 
Earth. (John Dear, They Will Inherit the Earth: Making Peace and 
Practicing Nonviolence in a Time of Climate Change)  
 
WI’AM  

Wi’am is just a few metres from the 
separation wall that ring-fences 
Bethlehem, and sits adjacent to the Aida 
refugee camp. In a context of military 
occupation, where the local economy is 
fragile, families are fragmented and 
separated and put under increasing stress, 
and children grow up surrounded by 
military incursions into Bethlehem; Wi’am 
offers a space for conflict transformation, 
restorative justice, and mediation.  

Within its small space Wi’am has a 
playground for young children, as there 
are very few areas for children to play in 
around Bethlehem. Amongst the many 

things they do, they provide educational and recreational programmes 
for children throughout the year.  

Wi’am exists within the shadow of the wall, but from within that  
shadow, it casts a light of hope, affirming as Martin Luther King  
did, that Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do  
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.  

As I sat drinking coffee with some of the staff there, I heard about  
the struggle to keep hope alive when the situation in the West  
Bank is getting so much worse, with ever-expanding settlements  
and criss-crossed with hundreds of checkpoints. And yet, the staff  
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of Wi’am I spoke with reminded me that Jesus taught us to love our 
enemies, and to not repay evil for evil. The only way to follow the God 
of peace is to adhere to lives of non-violence, that embody the 
kingdom of God here on earth.  

For more information about Wi’am, you can visit their website:  
http://www.alaslah.org/  

 
Tent of Nations  

 
At Tent of Nations, we seek to 
embody a positive approach to  
conflict and occupation. Faced with 
great injustice, we know that we 
should not hate, despair, or flee. 
We can refuse to be enemiesand 
channel our pain and frustration 
into positive actions which will 
build a better future. 

(Daoud Nassar)  
 

At the entrance to The Tent of Nations, a hilltop farm southwest of  
Bethlehem, the Nassar family have painted on the coarse surface of a 
rock the words, 'We refuse to be enemies'. In a land marked by conflict 
and violence, their witness to the radical pursuit of peace and justice is 
deeply moving.  

The Nassars have lived for three generations on their farm, harvesting 
the olives, tending the vineyards, and using the natural resources to 
sustain their community in a political context marked by conflict, land 
confiscation and violence.  

The Nassar family's struggle is representative of that of many  
Palestinians. Over a number of years, the government has denied 
them access to electricity and water. Their main route to Bethlehem 
has been blocked off by boulders. Their situation is not unique or even 
unusual. Many of their Palestinian brothers and sisters who once were 
neighbours have been evicted from their lands to make way for Israeli 
Jewish settlement, illegal under international law. Their story highlights 
the struggles that many Palestinian families face day-to-day in the 
territories occupied by Israel in 1967.  
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What is so inspiring about the Nasser family, is that they embody 
Christian non-violence towards those who want to deprive them of their 
land and livelihood. They plant trees, tend their olive groves and take 
care of the land, even as illegal Israeli settlements expand all around 
them.  

In a land scarred by the injustice of military occupation, where olive 
trees are uprooted to make way for more illegal settlements, the 
Nasser family continues to plant fruit trees and harvest the land. They 
refuse to engage in dehumanising those who are against them. They 
refuse to be enemies.  

The photos were taken during the Summer Club at the Tent of Nations 
when we visited as a family, where many children were being 
welcomed and are doing activities such as dancing and art projects.  

For more information you can visit their website: http://www.tentofnations.org/  

 
Cooking at the Aida Refugee Camp  

The Aida refugee camp in 
Bethlehem was set up shortly after  
the 1948 Nakba, when families 
were forced to flee from their  
homes in what is now the State of 
Israel. Over the years, like many 
other refugee camps across the 
West Bank & Gaza, Aida has 
suffered from a lack of amenities, 
poor housing, and has frequently 
been subject to military incursions 
and reprisal. The second 
generation of children who have 
been born there have known little 
else except military occupation and 

real privation. With the cutting of UNWRA funding (following Trump’s  
announcement), the situation on the ground has become much  
worse.  

A few weeks ago, Annette and I had the privilege of visiting the camp 
with a group of other foreigners, to learn to cook Palestinian cuisine. 
This is a great way of supporting the community, as they run cooking 
courses all year round, and use the funds to run various educational 
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and community-based projects which serve some of the most 
vulnerable. It is also a great way of practising our Arabic.  

Amidst the smell of freshly cut coriander and sliced onions, the women 
tell us of life in the camp, and long for a better future for their children. 
As we finish making the dough for the ‘Krass’ (a kind of pasty filled with 
spinach and herbs) and put them in the oven, we are given a tour of 
the camp, and meet some of the pupils and staff at an educational 
centre for children with special needs. It is inspiring to see how they 
are bringing hope to a community which has been forgotten by many, 
and using their skills and ingenuity to run a wonderful enterprise that is 
serving the community in so many ways.  

We came away from our time there having made a real connection  
with the people there. If anyone is planning to visit the Holy Land, I  
would highly recommend organising to go on one of these cooking  
courses, which are a lot of fun and sustain a very good cause.  

You can find out more about them at the website below:  
https://noorweg.wordpress.com/  

 
Al-Shurooq School  

Set up in 1981 as a school for the blind by 
St Andrews Jerusalem elder Helen 
Shehadeh, Al-Shurooq school was founded 
to offer blind and visually impaired children 
with equal opportunities and specialist 
education.  

There have been strong links between the 
school and Church of Scotland churches 
over the years, and it was wonderful to walk 
the corridors with the School Principal Ruba 
K. Aburdeineh, and see the way in which 
they are reaching out to this vulnerable 
community with such dignity, love and 
compassion.  

Its work has now expanded, and their three-floor building includes  
residential rooms for up to 35 children (and 23 staff) who come from  
West Bank villages which are too far from Bethlehem to be able to  
commute.  
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The care and Christian ethos that Al-Shurooq offers is unique in the  
West Bank, and through their dedication and embodiment of Christian 
love and compassion, they reach out to some of the most vulnerable 
children in society.  

Please keep them in your prayers, and bring their work to the attention 
of other organisations you may know of in your parish who work with 
the blind and visually impaired. You can also visit their Facebook page.  

For more information about Al-Shurooq School, you can visit their website or 
contact them via email (see below):  

Al-Shurooq School for the Blind, P.O. Box 19924, Jerusalem 9119802, Tel: 
+970 2 276 7973  
Email: info@nsfvh.org  
Website: www.nsfvh.org  

 
John  
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 
The Church of Scotland 
 

          And when you pray….                                                     
                                               Matthew 6:7a 
 

“How do you eat yours?” That was the question in a certain egg-
shaped confectionery advert. The implication being that there is no 
right way to do it, but rather it’s about how you best experience the 
egg.  

How do you pray?  

Perhaps you haven’t really thought about it too much. Perhaps it’s now 
hard to concentrate because you’re thinking about chocolate, but 
regardless of appetite, past experiences, how we wrap it up or try to 
explain it, prayer can be rather confusing. It can often be a mystery. It 
can at times seem like a chore. It can even be a blessed relief.  

So then, how do you pray?  

Are you a morning person? Do you greet the sunrise with thanks and 
praise to our God? Do you utter hopeful words and try and live them 
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throughout the day to come? Are you more spontaneous? Do you 
respond to life with a ‘breath prayer’, off the cuff, as life makes you 
dance to its tune and in each moment you seek the steadying hand of 
our Creator and Sustainer?  

Perhaps you find yourself needing space. Like a free-diver coming up 
for air after plumbing the depths. Maybe you carve out some time in 
your day to be still and know the presence of God. You may prefer to 
reflect on your day in the presence of God, as was the practice of 
Ignatius of Loyola, who gave us the daily examen – a way of praying 
that helps us recognise God’s presence in the midst of the day just 
lived.  

The practice of prayer is part of the lifeblood of our faith. We may 
find ourselves in the darkest of circumstances, when prayer is the only 
thing that we can turn to for comfort. We might see prayer as that thing 
we do together on a Sunday, or as the words said on our behalf by a 
minister or worship leader. Maybe it is the one thing that keeps us 
going, those times when we can just let God know how we are feeling. 
It might even be that thing that happens by accident or that we’re 
unaware of until, looking back on a time of quiet, perhaps with a cup of 
tea or watching the world go by from our living room window, we 
realise that in the stillness, God was there the whole time.  

Whatever your habit or preference may not really matter. What is 
important is that we are having the conversation, that we are opening 
ourselves up to God in whatever moment we can manage, that in 
some way prayer is part of our life. Prayer may be a constant 
companion on the journey, or a friend that visits once in a while, to 
bring comfort and solace. It may be something deeper, more 
mysterious that is largely left unspoken, something felt, yearned for, 
grieved over or something long-forgotten brought to mind.  

How we pray then, is not the most important thing, but rather that 
the experience of prayer and the encounter with God is 
recognised. That our faith is tended and our relationship with God 
is nurtured, in precious moments. No fancy wrapping is needed and 
it may not always taste sweet but, in the midst of life, listening for and 
opening our hearts to God is indeed food for the soul. 

Resourcing Worship Team, 
Mission & Discipleship Council 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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  Work Place Chaplaincy in the City of Edinburgh 

            Fruitfulness in the City 

    

Andrew Gregg, City Centre Work Place Chaplain, spoke recently at the AGM 
of Cameron Toll Chaplaincy This is what he shared .. . .  

There are two apple trees in the garden of the cottage where I stay. 
This year, we have had a bumper crop, mostly baked into apple pies 
and consumed with helpings of ice-cream.  When I see these trees 
they remind me of the chaplaincy work in the city, for it too is 
blossoming, sweet and fruitful. 

 In May I compiled some data from the one full-time chaplain (myself), 
one part-time and sixteen volunteer workplace chaplains operating in 
the city.  The story this data tells is that WPCS chaplains are serving 
7% of the working population of the city of Edinburgh, and that 
represents a bare minimum as the chaplaincy often includes the 
families and friends of the workers as well – so the real number we 
serve extends over 100,000 
souls. Over the year these 
chaplains have spent a total 
of 8,400 hours in scheduled 
chaplaincy visits – note 
there are only 8,740 hours 
in a year!  In 80% of 
workplaces we visit some 
Sunday working is required.  
The workplace chaplain is 
often the only contact these 
souls have with church and 
faith. 
                                                             Graham and Denise, Work Place Chaplains at                            
                                                                          Cameron Toll Shopping Centre   

Every month we receive more requests from businesses and 
individuals for chaplaincy visits – many more that our team in 
Edinburgh can manage. Luke 10:2 “The harvest is ripe and the 
labourers few” is often on my mind. 

So what are the needs that Christian chaplaincy seems to address? 
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Stress (be it mental or financial), anxiety, loneliness, depression, ill 
health, mental health, bereavement, concerns over children/aged 
relatives/friends and conflict are all evident in the people we meet in 
chaplaincy.  Often the chaplain is the first person that an individual will 
open up to - and WPCS chaplains are trained in how to listen, and be 
with people in tough situations, as first responders who can point the 
way to help and wait until assistance arrives.  We demonstrate 
compassion, practical care and empathy – in the Christian principles of 
love, tolerance and through being non-judgemental. 

Work place chaplains are also encouraged to wrestle theologically with 
their own beliefs and how to engage with the tough questions that the 
people we serve may ask.  These skills help, as one chaplain put it ‘To 
help clear the rocks from the field’.  

These skills in being with someone in personal difficulty, in being 
prepared to give account, in being ready to engage with difficult 
questions – with love, with respect, with tolerance and compassion – 
are not just the tools of chaplaincy, but useful skills in community 
outreach. 

I hope that the tools and skills of chaplaincy can be used by community 
development workers employed by congregations and that part of their 
time could be assigned to work place chaplaincy to neighbourhood 
businesses. 

WPCS can also provide this training to those in congregations who 
want to develop their skills in connecting with the community: an elder 
looking for a new way to connect with those in the parish, a young 
mum wanting to help other mothers she meets at the play group, 
someone wanting to know how to engage with the questions they 
receive about their faith at work.  

It is my hope that the abundance of harvest I have seen in the 
businesses and workplaces where I am chaplain would be seen by all 
the congregations of this fair city. 

 
 

Andrew Gregg 
City Centre Work Place Chaplain   
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~ Monday 24 December ~ 
    

Christmas Eve Family Service 
at 4.30 pm 

       

Watchnight Service 
at 11.15 pm  

 
~ Tuesday 25 December ~  

        

Christmas Day Celebration 
at 10.30 am 

Priestfield Parish Church is a Registered Scottish Charity No. SC014499 

 


