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 Jared’s Retirement 

Napkin Scribbles 
 
Remembrance of things past 

It feels quite surreal to be writing my last contribution to The Net. But 
reality is beginning to bite, as our new home and my Presbytery 
‘leave-taking’ beckon. 

First, I want to say that it has been a privilege to be minister of 
Priestfield for just over eight years, and in that time, we have seen 
real changes in one another. I remember vividly parts of my 
Induction, with some of my friends from other places wondering what 
on earth I was doing. My own thoughts had been that I would remain 
in Balerno until retirement, but God seemed to have other ideas! I 
sensed a call to a place where what I was learning about ‘emerging 
ministry’ could be put to use, and together we discerned that 
Priestfield was that place. 

It has been quite a journey for us, and I’ve been conscious of what a 
welcoming, friendly and generous group of people I’ve been serving 
with. Whenever we have faced a crisis – and there have been a few! 
– people have ‘stepped up to the plate’ and we’ve made it through. 
I’m of the strong opinion that Priestfield is offering a great opportunity 
for someone with energy, vision and imagination to come and share 
in mission to the Parish and beyond. My prayer is that you find the 
right person to work with. 

What has surprised me – although it shouldn’t! – is how much I have 
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changed in these eight years. For example, I would never have 
imagined how the way in which we use our technology on Sunday 
mornings has changed the way I preach. I hope it has been a benefit 
and not an indulgence. 

Retirement – What am I going to do? 

At the moment, I have a few thoughts for what to do after a bit of a 
rest. The last two periods of study leave, on Revelation and Rome, 
have their hooks in me, and I’m intending to do some further 
research that I can share. (I’ve just been told that an article I wrote 
on Revelation has been accepted for publication.) And I want to 
learn more about photography, because, while I can’t paint, I might 
be able to capture some of nature’s art. We also hope to visit our 
friends in the US. 

Our tentative date for moving home is in the latter part of September 
and we will keep you in touch with that. I hope we’ll be able to 
arrange an ‘open house’ soon after when members of the 
congregation can come to visit us in our new abode. 

More details of an official Priestfield farewell will be published in 
Connections, but it is being scheduled tentatively for the latter part of 
October. 

Vacancy – What are you going to do? 

I know that Rev Mike Taylor, the Interim Moderator, will guide you 
through the processes of calling a new minister, ably assisted by 
Barry Cross, and the Kirk Session. Choose your Nominating 
Committee wisely and you will be able to trust its judgement. 

But this is not only about what you are going to do; it is about what 
God is going to do. Open yourselves to the possibility of God leading 
you in unexpected ways, so that the direction of the mission you 
have discerned for the next few years will come to fruition. I don’t 
expect the person you call will be very much like me. This will be a 
new chapter in what God is doing among you and through you. 

Priestfield will constantly be in our prayers and I look forward to 
hearing how things develop. 

Sunday Studies 

In the meantime, we continue our studies exploring our faith through 
the Apostles’ Creed until the end of September. It was my intention 



 3 

for my last sermon to be on ‘I believe…in the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting,’ but events have overtaken that. I’m 
conducting worship in October and we’ll be able to reflect together 
on some more themes focussed on what we can learn for our church 
life today from the 500th Anniversary of the start of the Reformation. 

Finally, Finally… 

A few updates on members of our family. Catriona is heading to St 
Mary’s University, London, to take a one-year course on Primary 
Education and PE. Ian is exploring graduate-scheme jobs within the 
oil industry. My sister, Moyra, is now very ill, but we are grateful to 
God for the additional time she’s been able to share with all the 
members of her family. 

Jane joins me in saying thank-you for the way in which you 
welcomed and loved us all over these eight years, and our love and 
prayers will be with you always. 

Blessings, 

Jared. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  
   

SEPTEMBER 

Sunday   3 1030 All-age Communion Service  

Wednesday       6 1900 ‘Knitting Together’ (meets every 

    Wednesday) 

  1930 Kirk Session 

Thursday   7 1230 - Soup Lunch in the Lounge (every 

    1400      Thursday) 

Sunday  10 1030 All-age Service  

Thursday 14 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday  16 1000 Kirk Session (possible second meeting 
      to address Act 1 2015)  
Sunday 17 1030 All-age Service 

Sunday  24 1030 All-age Service 
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Thursday  28 1930 Praise and Prayer 

Friday 29 1000 - Café Time for Macmillan Cancer  
1200 Support: World’s Biggest Coffee 

  Morning @Priestfield – pick up a  
   card for details 

Saturday 30 1100 - Student Brunch 
    1400  

Saturday 30 1600 - Harvest ‘Messy Church’  

    1800  

    
OCTOBER  

Sunday   1 1030 All-age Communion Service and 

      Harvest Celebration  

Sunday   8 1030 All-age Service 

Tuesday  10 1930 The Guild 

Wednesday  11 1930 Kirk Session (tbc) 

Thursday 12 1930 Praise and Prayer  

Saturday  14 1000 Café Time for Bethany Christian Trust 

Sunday  15 1030 All-age Service  

Sunday  22 1030 All-age Service  

Tuesday 24 1930 The Guild 

Thursday 26 1930 Praise and Prayer 

Saturday 28 1600 - ‘Messy Church’ 

    1800 

Sunday 29  1030 All-age Service 

    
 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday   4 1000 Café Time by leaders and young 

      people of our uniformed groups to 

      support the work at Priestfield 

Sunday   5 1030 All-age Communion Service 

      Worship will be conducted by 

      Rev Mike Taylor, Interim Moderator 

Tuesday    7 1930 The Guild 

Thursday   9 1930 Praise and Prayer 
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Sunday 12 1000 Remembrance Service at church 

1045 Community Remembrance Service at 
                  the War Memorial, Prestonfield 
       Avenue 

Sunday  19 1030 All-age Service  

Tuesday 21 1930 The Guild 

Wednesday  22 1930 Kirk Session (tbc) 

Thursday 23 1930 Praise and Prayer 

Saturday 25 1600 - ‘Messy Church’ 
    1800  

Sunday 26 1030 All-age Service  

         
DECEMBER 

Saturday   2 1000 Café Time for Girl Guide District 
Sunday   3 1030 All-age Advent Communion Service  
    including the bringing of gifts which 
    will be donated to the Prison 
    Chaplaincy for distribution to the 
    children of  prisoners at Christmas. 

 
NB  ~  As we enter the vacancy, items in the latter 
           part of this diary will be subject to change.  
 

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

---oooOOOooo--- 
 
 

~ SNIPPETS from the KIRK SESSION ~ 

22 May 2017 
Induction of Rev Amos Chewachong 
Amos had been inducted to the charge of Newport-on-Tay on 
Thursday 17 May 2017. A group from Priestfield attended what had 
been a happy and relaxed occasion. 
Manse Garage 
The manse garage, and others in the block, had been broken into 
twice in the past week. Damage had been caused but nothing had 
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been stolen. The Fabric Group was dealing with the matter and an 
insurance claim would be made. 
Campus Ministry 
Three papers produced by Rev Dr Liam Fraser, Edinburgh University 
Campus Minister, together with a covering report by Norman 
Henderson, had been ciconsidered by elders. 
Mission 
The Group reported that, as part of the ongoing series of mission 
speakers, arrangements had been made with Vine Trust for a 
speaker to take part in the morning service on Sunday 15 October 
2017. Vine Trust is an international development charity which 
enables volunteers to provide medical, home-building and care 
support to communities living in severe poverty in Tanzania and 
Peru. 
Church Rear Garden 
Kenny Ferguson, Convener of the Garden Design Group introduced 
Silvia Divine. Silvia is a horticulturalist and, with the Group, had 
developed the redesign of the church garden. 
The main goals for the design were; 

 Retain enough lawn for groups, events and for children to 
play, 

 Provide a quiet beautiful space for reflection, 

 Include seating, 

 Provide wheelchair access for some areas of the garden, 

 Include space for growing fruit and vegetables, 

 Encourage wildlife. 
Silvia presented the design which was approved. 
The Garden Design Group undertook to move to the next stage 
including the preparation of a detailed design, planting details, a 
maintenance plan and funding requirements. Jared advised that 
there was £2,000 in the 2017 Fabric budget for the garden and 
potential grants could be looked at. 
35th Braid Scout Group 
Jim Kirk reported that he had attended the recent Scout Group 
Annual General Meeting. The position was very encouraging with 23 
children in Beavers, 27 in Cubs and 29 in Scouts. Each section now 
has a waiting list.  
Refurbishment of the Sanctuary 
The final budget worksheet had been circulated to elders. The Clerk 
indicated that the project had been completed within the approved 
budget of £23,375. This was due largely to all the work undertaken 
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by Norman Henderson, David Dickson, Kenny Ferguson and Diane 
Cross. 

 

6 June 2017 
Electoral Register 
There were no questions raised or brought and the Kirk Session 
confirmed the making up of the electoral register. The register would 
be signed by the Interim Moderator and Clerk and a copy forwarded 
to the Presbytery Clerk. 
Manse: Proposed Works 
The Kirk Session approved the list of works that the Manse Review 
Group considered were needed.  

1. Necessary works including; a solution to the ‘rusty water’ 
problem, redecoration of various rooms, purchase of freezer, 
various curtains and carpets, 

2. Creation of a family room out of present dining room and 
study, 

3. Energy conservation measures including; replacement of 
windows, work to cupola, improved insulation, 

4. New central heating system (in whole or part), 
5. Larger shower cubicle downstairs, 
6. Replacement of some light fittings, 
7. Replacement of door furniture, 
8. Investigation of rear garden flooding, 
9. Garden wall and fencing repairs. 

Manse Works: Delivery Group 
The Kirk Session approved the initial membership of a Delivery 
Group. The Group would; 

1. be able to co-opt members with a view to better managing 
the workload of the Group, 

2. work closely with the Fabric Group to ensure that ongoing 
maintenance and security during the vacancy are covered 
and appropriate standards are applied, 

3. work closely with the Furnishing Group in respect of those 
items within that Group’s area of responsibility, 

4. work with the Finance Group to develop a financial plan for 
the manse upgrading work, 

5. commission a Heating Consultant to assess the existing 
heating of the manse and develop proposals for an efficient 
heating system. 
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6. commission an Architectural Services consultant to develop 
proposals for the creation of the family room. 

Presbytery’s Vacancy Advisory Committee (VAC) 
The Clerk reported that he had now been advised by the Acting 
Presbytery Clerk that Presbytery’s Vacancy Advisory Committee 
(VAC) for Priestfield would consist of Rev Andre Groenwald, Alison 
Elliot and Ali Munro. 
Discussions would now take place between the Interim Moderator, 
Session Clerk and Andrew Groenwald. 

 
Barry Cross 
Session Clerk 
 

 

 
 
   

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 
 

All meetings of the Kirk Session are ‘open’ meetings. Only in 
exceptional circumstances are items heard in private. If you’d like 
to come along to a Session meeting, either have a word, or just 
pop along on the night. The Session meetings usually take place 
in the Lounge and begin at 7:30pm. 
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Dates for 2017-2018 
  

Friday 29 September  Macmillan Cancer Support 
    Diane and Barry Cross 
 

Saturday 14 October   Bethany Christian Trust 
Michelle and Kate Dobbin 

  

Saturday 4 November  Priestfield Church    
Carole Stiff and the Scouts/Guides 

 

Saturday 2 December  Girl Guide District    
Carole Stiff  

 

Saturday 13 January  Scripture Union    
Ian and Isabel Murray  

 

Saturday 3 February  Fresh Start   
    Helen Douglas and Shirley Kirk 

     

Saturday 3 March  Alzheimer Scotland   
June Henderson 

 

Saturday 7 April  Vine Trust  or  Mary’s Meals 
Fiona Ferguson 

 

Saturday 19 May (tbc) Christian Aid    
Barry and Diane Cross 

 

Saturday 2 June  Liberty in North Korea (LiNK)  
Jen Cresswell 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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        Guild 
 
 

This summer we have had a wet, cold but enjoyable bus run to 
Peebles and a meeting here in Priestfield with members from 
Craigmillar Park Church Guild for the Live Link streaming of the 
Annual Gathering in Dundee Caird Hall. 
 
We updated our Guild tablecloth this year with signatures and the 
new Guild Logo. The theme of the main symbol is the cross being 
held up as the source of life power, reminding us of Christ and the 
dedication call to worship, fellowship and service.  The hands are 
depicted holding up the cross, supporting the growth of the kingdom 
through the aim of the Guild.  The typestyles are representative of a 
welcoming, informal feel and the oval shape gives a necessary 'new' 
look.      
 

Our first meeting is on Tuesday 10th October at 7.30pm and  
new members will be very welcome. 

  
Helen Douglas 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

    

                  

Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Relationship and fellowship 

           
“IF WE SAY THAT WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM.” 

1 John 1:6 NKJV 

             
God is responsible for your relationship with Him. 

The moment you put your trust in Jesus Christ His Son, 
you are a fully accepted family member. 

But you are responsible for your fellowship with God. 
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The Bible says,  
‘If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practise the truth.’  

Stop and think about the last time you experienced tension with one 
of your family members. You were still members of the same family, 
but your conversation became superficial and you found that you 
were more comfortable apart than together.  

When something happens between two people who are normally 
close, the first thing to vanish is the evidence of fellowship.  

And it’s the same in our walk with God.  

Suddenly our prayers become surface and shallow: ‘Lord, please 
bless this food.’  

And we begin to avoid spending time with that Person: ‘I just 
don’t have time for my devotions.’  

The main prerequisite for experiencing fellowship with Jesus 
is following Him each day and obeying His commands. 

When Peter and the disciples were fishing, the Lord told them to cast 
their nets on the right side of the boat. When they obeyed Him, they 
caught a boatload of fish. But something even greater happened 
that day. As Jesus drew closer, John said, ‘It is the Lord’ (see John 

21:7). What followed was an intimate meal and a sweet time of 
fellowship with Jesus.  

So, if you are feeling out of fellowship with Jesus today, the 
chances are that you’ve either stopped fellowshipping with Him 
or started disobeying Him. If that’s so, do something about it. 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Knitting- 

together! 

Wednesdays 7-9pm 
in the Lounge 

Anyone is welcome to drop in. 

Come and knit or sew or just to 
chat and have a coffee/tea. 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Stop beating yourself up 
           

“WE ALL STUMBLE IN MANY WAYS.” 
James 3:2 NIV (2011 Edition) 

    

When you sin, God’s Spirit will convict you of your need to 
repent and change your ways. But until you get your glorified 

body in heaven, you’re always going to deal with sin. 

The apostle James wrote, ‘We all stumble in many ways.’  

But falling down isn’t what makes you a failure - it’s staying down!  

Get back up, dust yourself off, receive God’s grace, learn  
from the experience, and move on. 

The Bible says,  
‘There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus’ 

(Romans 8:1 NIV 2011 Edition)  
God is not condemning you, so stop condemning yourself. 

A few decades ago, people used to wear a little badge with the 
letters GNFWMY. It meant, ‘God’s not finished with me yet.’ And 
He’s not finished with you either. 

Sometimes we’re guilty of doing the wrong thing 
with the right motive. 

For example, in 1957 Ford Motors described the new Edsel as ‘the 
car of the decade’. Try telling that to all those drivers whose doors 
wouldn’t close, whose horns stuck, and whose transmissions failed!  

And remember the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy, where the 
architect designed a 10-foot-deep foundation for a 179-foot-tall 
building? How’d you like to have that on your CV?  

The fact is, the most talented people often make the biggest 
mistakes. Solomon wrote, ‘There is not a righteous man on earth 
who does what is right and never sins’ (Ecclesiastes 7:20 NIV 1984 

Edition). And Paul added, ‘I am not perfect. But Christ has taken hold 
of me. So I keep on running and struggling to take hold of the prize’ 
(Philippians 3:12 CEV). So, stop beating yourself up. 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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~  MISSION PARTNER  ~ 
 

 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev Páraic Réamonn, appointed in 2014 as minister at St Andrew’s 
Scots Memorial Church, Jerusalem, is Priestfield’s Mission Partner.  
You can read Páraic’s latest PARTNERPLAN letter here... 
 

        c/o St Andrew’s Scottish Guest House  
        PO Box 8619  
        1 David Remez Street  
        Jerusalem 91086  
        Israel  

        May 2017  

“Come dwell in Solomon’s walls”  

ON the Sunday evening after Easter, St Andrew’s Scots Memorial  
hosted the Detroit Methodist Chorale for a concert of sacred music.  
This group of 25 women and men from the Detroit, Michigan, area in  
the United States were on tour in the Holy Land. They sang songs  
and spirituals drawn from the Old Testament before taking us in  
music on a Christian pilgrimage from the birth of Jesus of Nazareth  
in nearby Bethlehem to his death and resurrection in our own town.  
 
In the first part of the concert, they sang the song in my subject line, 
along with “Bright Canaan”, “Deep River” (an African-American 
spiritual), and “Zion’s walls” (a revivalist song from the 1850s, in  
a setting by Aaron Copeland). Chris Hall, who directs the Chorale, 
remarked on how much of the American tradition of spiritual and 
song is rooted in the Holy Land and how many of the metaphors of 
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American Christian life in the US are drawn from this tiny territory – 
no bigger, as they say over there, than New Jersey.  
 
I reflected ruefully that while these metaphors may be creative in 
other countries, in Israel/Palestine they are too often destructive.  
The State of Israel makes the Promised Land a place of despair  
for Palestinian Arabs, whether they live in Israel proper, under the 
longest military occupation in modern history, or in exile. In this 
place, at this time, these metaphors can be misleading and even 
disastrous.  
 
You can’t even dwell within Solomon’s walls, because they aren’t 
there. The current walls of Jerusalem’s Old City were built by the 
Ottoman Turkish sultan Suleiman the Magnificent in 1535–42 CE 
and enclose – so far as we can tell – the hill where Jesus was 
crucified “outside a city wall”.  
 
The Chorale also sang “I walked today where Jesus walked,” a 
thought that must often occur to Christian pilgrims as they walk the 
Via Dolorosa. Which is fine, so long as we bear in mind that the 
street levels in the Old City today are a couple of metres higher than 
they would have been in Roman times and that the current route of 
the way of the Cross dates back only to the Middle Ages.  
 
But we can take historical punctiliousness too far.  
 
This is the land of Jesus of Nazareth, however much it may have 
changed in the centuries since, for better or worse; and the Christian 
community that lives here as well as the pilgrims who come here do 
indeed walk where Jesus walked and in so doing learn, as pilgrims 
always have learned, what it means to follow him.  
 
Sunday by Sunday, St Andrew’s Scots Memorial welcomes pilgrims 
and other visitors from many lands, including recently a group of 30 
from the Church of Scotland led by my friends Andrew and Irene 
McLellan. Their “Come and see, go and tell” pilgrimage, did what we 
are constantly exhorted to do – visit not only the ancient stones of 
the holy sites but also the “living stones” of the struggling Palestinian 
Christian community – and ought to be replicated regularly by 
congregations and presbyteries of the Kirk.  
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THE following day, St Andrew’s hosted a service for the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel 
(https://eappi.org/en) where Group 64 handed over to Group 65.  
 
As the EAs from Bethlehem, Hebron and the South Hebron Hills, 
Jerusalem, the Jordan Valley, Tulkarm/Qalqiliya, and Yanoun 
passed lit candles to those who would follow them, we sang a  
Palestinian Christian prayer for peace:  
    

Ya rabba ssalami amter alayna ssalam; ya rabba ssalami im la' 
qulubana salam.1  
 
We listened to words from the German poet Rainer Maria Rilke:  
    

God speaks to each of us as he makes us  
Then walks with us silently out of the night  
These are the words we dimly hear…  
    

Go the limits of your longing  
Embody me  
Flare up like a flame…  
     

Nearby is the country they call life  
You will know it by its seriousness  
Give me your hand  
 
And we sang a modern hymn by Robin Mann:  
   

How long must we cry out till justice rolls down like a river?  
How long will the night last, and when will we all be together?  
    

THE political situation here goes from bad to worse. In 2015, 
Benjamin Netanyahu was elected to his fourth term as Israel’s prime 
minister. He heads today the most right-wing government in  
Israel’s history.  
 
Firmly dismissing the possibility that there might be Palestinian 
partners for peace, in order to continue the long-term Israeli strategy 
of settling the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, the government 
has now turned to shutting down dissent within the Jewish 
community, both in Israel and abroad.  
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NGOs such as B’Tselem (btselem.org), the Israeli Information 
Centre for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, or Breaking the 
Silence (breakingthesilence.org.il), an organization of Israeli Defence 
Force veterans who have served in the territories and insist, 
annoyingly, on telling the Jews of Israel what is being done in their 
name, are routinely demonized by the government. They are not 
whistle-blowers, with an honourable and legitimate role, but traitors 
to Israel and the Jewish people.  
 
An anti-boycott law recently approved by the Knesset (the Israeli 
parliament) casts its net so widely that American Jewish 
organizations, not all of them liberal, are wondering if their people 
will be allowed into Israel or turned back at Ben Gurion airport.2  
 
Will this month’s visit by Donald Trump change anything? With 
Trump it’s always hard to know, but if the evidence of his first four 
months in office is anything to go by, we may expect a circus,  
followed by nothing.  
 
ON Pentecost Sunday, we shall expand the ranks of our Jerusalem 
kirk session by ordaining two new elders – one of them, Mary 
Musallam, from the Nassar Tent of Nations family3 – and follow  
this with a congregational lunch.  
 
Meanwhile, prayers are requested for two of the more elderly 
members of our congregation: Helen Shehadeh, one of our present 
elders, who is in declining health, and Rita Mouchabeck, who is  
making a good recovery from a recent fall.  
 
And also for Eve Singerman, one of our teachers at Tabeetha 
School in Jaffa, and her family: her brother Alexander, a 32-year-old 
from Glasgow, went missing on May 10 and was yesterday reported 
to have been found dead in Ayrshire.  
 
I end with an apology. I have not been the most reliable of 
correspondents: it’s easy to get caught up in the work here and 
neglect the equally important work of communicating about the work. 
Over the next year, I promise to write at the expected interval of 
three months. In 2018, you can tell me how I’ve done.  
 
Páraic  
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1  God of peace, in your wisdom give us the will to seek peace; God  
of peace and of healing, fill with your peace every heart! (English  
version: Fred Kaan)  
2  See for example, Judy Maltz, “First Jewish-American group 
cancels trip to Israel over travel ban against boycott supporters”, 
Haaretz, April 23 2017 (http://www.haaretz.com/israel-
news/.premium-1.784892)  
3   On the Tent of Nations, see Embracing Peace and Working for  
Justice (http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/ 
0004/39577/A_Joint_Report_on_the_Centenary_of_The_Balfour_ 
Declaration.pdf)  
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 

 

 

The charity Fresh Start helps people who have been homeless get 
established in their new home.  Working in partnership with 
volunteers and organisations from a broad section of the community, 
they deliver a range of services which provide the practical and 
social support to help people resettle successfully.  

Fresh Start began about 17 years ago with the support of Edinburgh 
churches.  

One of the services they provide is their Training Initiative which 
offers the opportunity to gain skills, experience and qualifications.  
They are an SQA Accredited Centre.  Further details can be found 
on their website: freshstartweb.org.uk  

One of their annual appeals is the Cookers for Christmas appeal 
which in 2016 raised £16,000.  They also do a Sponsored Walk each 
year.  

Your support is much appreciated.  

Shirley  

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/
http://freshstartweb.org/
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     
                          
‘At home’ in God’s love 
           

“MAKE YOURSELVES AT HOME IN MY LOVE.” 
John 15:9 TM 

    

When someone says, “Make yourself at home,” it means you’re 
welcome and accepted.  And that’s what Jesus means when He 
says, “Make yourselves at home in my love.”   

You never have been and never will be loved by anyone as 
much as God loves you. 

The reason you have such a hard time grasping that concept is that 
you have nothing to compare His love to. Nothing could make God 
love you more than He does right now, and nothing could make 
Him love you less. 

The great irony is that we spend our lives trying to earn His love, 
when it can only be received by faith.  

John says:  
“What marvellous love the Father has extended to us!  Just look 
at it–we’re called children of God!  That’s who we really are.  But 
that’s also why the world doesn’t recognize us or take us 
seriously, because it has no idea who he is or what he’s up to.”  

1John 3:1-2 TM 

You may have grown up with parents who withheld their love, or 
weren’t capable of expressing it. God doesn’t do that.   

Throughout Scripture He keeps saying, 
“I love you. I love you. I love you!” 

C.S. Lewis wrote:  

“God created us to be the objects of His love!  Sometimes our 
actions make us unlovely, but we’re never unloved. And 
because God loves us–we have value. And nobody can take 
that value away. God’s love revealed at Calvary fastens itself 
onto flawed creatures like us, and for reasons none of us can 
ever quite figure out, makes us precious and valued beyond 
calculation.  This is love beyond reason. And this is the love 
with which God loves us.” 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today 
and are used by permission from 

United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY.  
Free issues of the daily devotional are available. 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 
 

Priestfield Parish Church is a Registered Scottish Charity No. SC014499 


