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WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  
   

 

MARCH 2017 

Thursday   1 1230 - Soup Lunch (every week at the same time) 

      1400   
       1930 Praise and Prayer 
Friday    2 1400 World Day of Prayer Service  
        (at The Salvation Army,  
      East Adam Street)  
Saturday   3 1000 Café Time (with proceeds to  
       ‘Alzheimer Scotland’)  
Sunday   4 1030 All-age Communion Service 
Monday   5 1930 Kirk Session  
Wednesday   7 1900 ‘Knitting Together’  
        (every week at the same time) 

Sunday 11 1030 All-age Morning Service 
       Mothering Sunday 
Thursday         15 All day Prayer Vigil in Church 
  1930 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 18 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Saturday 24  ... don’t forget to put your 
    clocks forward one hour before 
    you go to sleep! 
Sunday 25 1030 All-age Morning Service  
      Palm Sunday 
Monday to 26- 0745 Fifteen minutes of reflection to start 
Friday  30     each day. Followed by breakfast.  
      Craigmillar Park Church (to be 
      confirmed) 
Thursday  29 1900 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 
       at Liberton Northfield Parish Church  
Friday  30 1930 Good Friday Service 
Saturday  31 1600 Easter Messy Church 
       A time of fun for families;  
       crafts,worship and food 
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APRIL 

Sunday    1 1030 Easter Day All-age Celebration 
Saturday    7  1000 Cafe Time (with proceeds 
      to Mary’s Meals) 
    1930 Edinburgh Revelation 
        Rock-Gospel Choir 
Sunday   8 1030 All-age Communion Service 
      followed by the Annual Business 
      Meeting of the Congregation  
    1930 Edinburgh Revelation 
        Rock-Gospel Choir 
Thursday 12 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 15 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Sunday  22 1030 All-age Morning  
Thursday 26 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 89 1600 Messy Church 
     A time of fun for 
     families; crafts, 
     worship and food 
Sunday 29 1030 All-age Morning Service 
 

 

MAY 

Saturday   5 1000 Cafe Time (with proceeds 
      to Christian Aid) 
Sunday   6 1030 All-age Communion Service 
Thursday  10 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 13 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Monday 14  1930 Kirk Session 
Sunday 20 1030 All-age Morning Service 
Thursday  24 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 26  An event for Messy Church 
       families  Look out for 
       details nearer the time 
Sunday 27  1030 All-age Morning Service 
            

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  
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~ SNIPPETS from the KIRK SESSION ~ 

7 January 2018 
The Manse 
The Kirk Session heard that a meeting had taken place at the manse 
in December between representatives of Presbytery’s Property 
Committee, the Session Clerk and the Interim Moderator. The scope 
of the project had now been reviewed in accordance with the 
Presbytery Property comments.  
The project has been ‘trimmed’ but still includes the boiler 
replacement, more limited window replacement work and 
redecoration.  
The budget cost of this single phase project was now £18,000. The 
Session considered that a maximum of £8,000 could be met from 
our congregational resources which would leave a funding gap of 
£10,000. 
Following discussion the Kirk Session approved; 

1. the modified single-phase project, 
2. that no more than £8,000 to be met from congregational 

resources. 
3. that the congregation be invited to make ‘interest-free’ loans 

to cover the remaining £10,000. 
Parking in the Local Area 
The Kirk Session instructed the Clerk to write to the City of 
Edinburgh Council about; 

 the lack of any nearby parking for use by occupants and 
visitors to the church officer’s flat, 

 the difficulty of parking within a reasonable distance for 
visitors and those working at the church or accessing its 
services (apart from on the main road on Sundays). 

 

22 January 2018 
Craigmillar Park, Priestfield and Reid Memorial Churches: Mission 
Worker 
The Session agreed that it would be appropriate to initiate 
discussions around the appointment of the Mission Worker.  
Church of Scotland Year of Young People: 2018 
Priestfield had registered to be involved in the Church’s ‘Year of 
Young People 2018.’ The Sunday morning service on 28 January 
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would focus on the Year and Isobel Booth-Clibborn, the Church’s 
Children’s Development Worker would be taking part. 
Congregational Roll 
Eleanor Forbes, Rollkeeper, reported that there were 120 members 
at the end of 2016 and 111 at the end of 2017.  
Mission Group 
Fiona Ferguson reported that donations received at Thursday Soup 
Lunch were significantly higher than the costs. As approved by the 
Kirk Session earlier, a cheque for £390 had been sent to ‘Mary’s 
Meals.’  
Student Link 
Andrew Drysdale reported that there would be a ‘Souper Sunday’ 
lunch arranged by Student Link on 25 February.  
The next Edinburgh Revelation Rock Gospel Choir concerts would 
be on Saturday and Sunday 7 and 8 April 2018. 
Finance Group  
Following discussion the Kirk Session approved the 2018 budgets 
for Student Link, Mission, Fabric and Furnishings. 
It was intended that the accounts would be ready in time to be 
approved by the Trustees at the Kirk Session meeting on Monday 5 
March. The accounts would then be reported to the congregation at 
the Annual Stated Meeting. Following discussion, and taking into 
account Holy Week and Easter, it was agreed that the Annual 
Meeting would be after the Sunday morning service on 8 April 2018.  
The Manse 
Barry Cross, Convener of the Manse Refurbishment Group, reported 
that he had received an e-mail from Rev Doreen Henderson, 
Presbytery’s Property Convener advising that; 

 she and the other members of Presbytery’s Property 
Committee who had made the inspection were in agreement 
with Priestfield’s revised proposals for the manse, 

 the cost of £18,000 is below that which required Presbytery 
approval, 

 provided the work is completed before the arrival of a new 
minister, how the work is carried out is a matter for 
Priestfield. 

Barry reported on progress with the work at the manse and with 
tenders for the heating and window works. 
David Douglas, Convener of the Finance Group reported that offers 
of interest-free loans of £8,500 had already been received. He was 
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happy for the tenders to be accepted once details had been agreed 
with the contractors. 
The Kirk Session agreed that the Manse Group should have 
delegated authority to award the two contracts, for window work and 
central heating boiler replacement. 

 

5 March 2018 
The next meeting of the Kirk Session. 
 
Barry Cross 
Session Clerk 
 
    

All meetings of the Kirk Session are ‘open’ meetings. Only in 
exceptional circumstances are items heard in private. If you’d like to 
come along to a Session meeting either have a word, or just pop 
along on the night. The Session meetings take place in the Lounge 
and begin at 7:30pm. 

    
      

---oooOOOooo--- 

         

Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Be ‘aware’ of God in your situation 
   

“I WAS NOT AWARE OF IT.” 
Genesis 28:16 NIV 

One night Jacob had a dream. He saw a ladder with angels on it 
extending all the way up to heaven, and God said to him,  

‘I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go’ 
(v. 15 NIV) 

The next morning Jacob said, ‘The Lord is in this place, and I was 
not aware of it.’ Nothing seemed abnormal about the place he slept 
that night, and so everywhere else became charged with the 
possibility that God might be right around the corner. 

Maybe nowhere was ‘normal’. For the rest of his life, Jacob was 
probably looking out of the corner of his eye everywhere he went. 
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You’ll have some of your greatest encounters with God in the 
everyday. But you have to be open and receptive, otherwise 

you’ll miss Him. 
 
Author William Barry says: 

‘Whether we’re aware of it or not, at every moment of our 
 existence we’re encountering God…who is trying to catch 
 our attention…to draw us into a reciprocal conscious 
relationship.’ 

And you never know where or how. 

Mary Magdalene thought Jesus was just the gardener 
when she bumped into Him after the resurrection. 

 
Paul writes, ‘Wake up…sleeper’ (Ephesians 5:14 NIV). 
A miraculous healing can wake you up, or it could be a restored 
relationship, or even during a rough trial when God shows up.  
     

Don’t just look for God in your highs, 
 look for Him in your lows too. 

      

Theologian Frederick Buechner said,  

‘There is no event so commonplace but that God is present, 
 leaving you room to recognise or not to recognise Him.’ 
 
                                                           ---oooOOOooo--- 

 

       The Guild 

       “Be Bold, Be Strong!   

      Go in LOVE” 
 

Our first meeting in January was a talk by Mr Tim Cocking on 
Bright Care, a business he and his wife had started which 
provides in-home care for geriatric people. His staff can provide 
respite care for family carers. The services include Sleep Over Care, 
24 Hour Care, Sitter/Befriending Services, Live-In Care, Welcome 
Home from Hospital Service. He now employs 180 people and the 
business has spread from Edinburgh to four other centres around 
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the central belt. He was a very personable 32-year-old, good at 
finding suitable employees.  
            

 Mr Noel Cochrane came to tell us about storytelling . He began 
with a short history of storytelling and then gave us some examples 
of traditional tales and world stories. He closed by telling us one of 
his own mother's stories. It was a very enjoyable evening.  
              

Walking the Way of St James was the title of Diane and Barry 
Cross's talk and we heard how they had walked this pilgrimage 
route, ending at the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. The 
beautiful photographs and the descriptions of the countryside, places 
they stayed and the people they met made this a very interesting 
evening.  
                

 Dr Jim Jack, minister of Duddingston Kirk talked to us about the 
Changing Society and how we should understand the different 
reasons for this. We looked at four generational groups--- Builders 
(65yrs-80+); Boomers ( 48-65yrs); GenerationX (30-48yrs);  and 
GenerationY (18-30yrs).  He gave us a very detailed insight into 
each group and also an example of their musical choice. It was a 
very though- provoking evening.  
Mrs Louise Macleod from EMMS International comes to speak at our 
next meeting and then our last meeting is our A.G.M. with 
entertainment by 'Priceless!'  
            

All our meetings have been well attended and we have enjoyed 
welcoming visitors.  
            

This is our last year for supporting Caring for Mother Earth in Bolivia 
and the up-to-date total figure is £89,785.39. In October we shall be 
choosing to support one of the new projects. Then, also our new 
Strategy for 2018-2021 will be in place. It is 'One Journey, Many 
Roads’ and the first year is 'Seeking the Way'. 
 

Helen Douglas                                                                                         

                                                           ---oooOOOooo--- 

                                 35th Braid Cub Scout Pack 
 

The Cubs have been enjoying a varied programme since re-starting 
in January.  We currently have 31 Cubs.  Last term we finished off 
with a trip to Gravity trampoline park at Fountainpark.   
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This term we have been working on our World 
Challenge by finding out about different 
countries and cultures.  Cubs played some 
traditional Austrian games and found out 
about Scouting there.  We also thought about 
times we have done our best, keeping our 
Cub promise.  As part of the Challenge we 
thought about what local services we have 
and found them on maps of the local area. 

                      

A lot of our programme this term has had 
food as part of the weekly meetings!  We 
had our traditional Burns’ Supper (with 
chocolate crispies, ice cream and jelly 
instead of haggis, neeps and tatties).  Cubs 
have also had a go at making pancakes 
when we looked at Shrove Tuesday. 

We are looking forward to our weekend away to Bonaly with the 
Scouts at the beginning of March. 

Andrew, Laura, Dave and Ryan 

                                                           ---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 

 
 
 

127
th

 RAINBOWS 
 

It seems no time since we started the term in January! 

We have had a varied programme. Crafts, baking, joint activities with 
the Rainbows from Mayfield Salisbury. 

Next term we are hoping for better weather. Plans for a barbecue, 
Sports Night and a ‘know your neighbourhood’ quiz. 
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We will be losing a few girls to Brownies so, if you know of girls 
aged 5-7years old, please let parents know and they will receive 
a warm welcome. 

I hope you enjoy the following poem. A wee insight as to why leaders 
give up their time to Guiding and Scouting. 

Thank you, Priestfield Family, for your support. It really is much 
appreciated. 

Carole (Guider) 
 

WHY I AM A RAINBOW LEADER 
 

Sometimes I get discouraged 
My time is not my own. 
If I'm not going somewhere, 
I am on the phone. 

 
Reminding someone's mother 
of a stray permission slip 
Whose loss would cause disaster 
to our upcoming day trip. 

 
I'm dashing out to get supplies 
(I think I'm going daft!) 
Whose idea was this? 
Can we really do this craft? 

 
Even when I’m sitting still, 
my brain is overheating, 
Searching for a game or song 
to liven up the meeting. 

 
Just when I'm exhausted, 
too tired to move again, 
A small eruption at the door - 
the girls are coming in! 

  
I draw a breath of wonder, 
and ask myself, "Oh why?" 
Then I'm almost toppled by a bear hug, 
just knee high. 
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The hall is full of laughter 
and suddenly I see 
That I really cannot think 
of a better place to be. 

 
Yes, I'm a Girl Guide Leader 
and I guess that's no surprise. 
And everything I do is worth 
the smile in one girl's eyes. 

 
-Author Unknown 

                                                           ---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 
 
 

SOW THE SEEDS FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE. 
A BAG OF RICE CAN CHANGE A LIFE. 

90KG WILL SECURE A FUTURE. 
 

 In Malawi, fewer than 1 in 3 families can afford to send their 
children to Secondary School. 

 Farmers and their families in Malawi are facing immense 
challenges. They are vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change, at risk of exploitation from unscrupulous traders and 
have limited access to global markets.  

The Kilombero 90kg Rice Challenge is helping to address both 
these issues.  

Just Trading Scotland (JTS), a Paisley-based 
fairtrade organisation, was set up to facilitate the 
import and distribution of fairly traded products to 
the UK and is supporting the farmers of Northern 
Malawi by providing a fair and sustainable 
market for their Kilombero rice.  
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They do this by working closely with smallholder farmers and their 
associations, by agreeing to trade at fair and stable prices, and by 
investing in improving farm tools, knowledge and infrastructure.  

Kilombero Rice is from the warm heart of Africa, grown in the rich  
soils of the Karonga Region of Lake Malawi. Famers use traditional 
methods which help protect the environment whilst also providing a 
livelihood for the local communities. 

The smallholder farmers in the region work together as a co-
operative to help ensure a fair and stable price for their rice. They 
are also continuing to ensure the best farming methods are used, 
which are most suited to protecting their environment.  

As a co-operative, they are able to increase their income and ensure 
better food security for their communities as well as provide support 
and education for their families. 

It takes just 90kg of fairly traded Kilombero rice for a farmer to afford 
to pay for Secondary School for their child for one year. 

 

The Kilombero 90kg Rice Challenge: 

If we at Priestfield can sell just 90 x 1kg bags of 
Kilombero rice, we can give a brighter future to a child 
in Malawi by enabling a farmer to pay for basic 
secondary education for one year.  

Ikg bags of Kilombero fairly traded white rice, priced 
at just £2.50 per bag, are available to buy at Soup 
Lunches on Thursdays or at some Café Times. 
Alternatively, please speak to Fiona Ferguson. 

“The 90kg Rice Challenge allows your students to make a difference 
to real people in the developing world.” JTS 
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In previous years the congregation of Priestfield has supported the 
annual trypraying campaign, and the Kirk Session has agreed that 
we should again support this initiative, using a combination of 
booklets to use then give away and a prayer vigil. 

 

We hope that the congregation of Priestfield will 
take this project on board and use the booklet 
during the week 11th - 18th March then ‘lose it’ the 
next week. This means to pass it on, preferably 
after considering and praying about it. A number of 

booklets for people to take if they so wish will also be available from 
boxes on the railings from 11th to 31st March. 

 

A prayer vigil will be held in the church on Thursday 15th March 
from 10am to 10pm, during which time the church will also be open 
for both Soup Lunch and Praise and Prayer. 

Our hope is that people will commit to praying for an hour (or 
two) between 10am and 10pm on the day, by signing up for a ‘slot’, 
in the church, so that we’ll be able to offer a day of uninterrupted 
prayer there. If you wish to take part in the Prayer Vigil but are 
unable to get to church, please sign up for a time that you can pray 
in your home. 

To add your name to the sign-up sheet at a time that is 
convenient for you, please see Diane Cross. 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Instead of worrying, pray 
           

“DON’T WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING,  
BUT PRAY ABOUT EVERYTHING.” 

Philippians 4:6 CEV 

 
The Bible teacher writes: 

‘The pressures of our times have many of us caught in a web 
of the most acceptable, yet energy-draining sin in the Christian 
family: worry. Chances are good you woke up this morning, 
stepped out of bed, and before doing anything, strapped on 
your well-worn backpack of anxiety. You started the day not 
with a prayer on your mind, but loaded down by worry. What a 
dreadful habit! Jesus challenged His followers with the 
question, “Who of you by being worried can add a single hour 
to his life?” 

Matthew 6:27 NASB 
 
Worry solves nothing. It creates unrest and uneasiness, and if 
left unchecked it can churn our waves of anxiety into a perfect 
storm of emotions. Add a little imagination and creativity, and our 
worst fears come to life in Technicolor brilliance. The stress from 
worry drains our energy and preoccupies our minds, stripping 
us of our peace…We fret over big things and little things.  
 
Some of us have a laundry list of concerns that feed our 
addiction to worry. It’s a very unattractive addiction, yet we 
somehow manage to make a joke out of it. I’ve heard people say 
with a smile, “If I don’t have something to worry about, I get worried 
about not having something to worry about.”  
 
Anxiety has become a favourite pastime we love to hate. And 
worse, we’re passing it on to our children. As they see the worry on 
our faces and hear it from our lips, we’re mentoring them in the art of 
anxiety.’  

So, what’s the answer? 

‘Don’t worry about anything, but pray about everything.’ 
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~  WITNESS IN JERUSALEM  ~ 
 
    

Rev Páraic Réamonn, minister at  
St Andrew’s Scots Memorial Church, 
Jerusalem, is Priestfield’s Mission 
Partner.  

 

 

 

 
We share here some excerpts from Páraic’s latest Partner Plan letter 
and you can read full versions of this and other articles at: 
http://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/blogs/witness-in-jerusalem   

Jerusalem, 11 December 2017 

Enhancing hope in the face of darkness 

Each year, the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine 
and Israel (EAPPI) sends around 100 ecumenical accompaniers 
(EAs) from different countries to protect and show solidarity with 
vulnerable Palestinian communities and, especially after returning 
home, to advocate on their behalf. Along with the Methodists and the 
Quakers, the Church of Scotland is active in the British EAPPI 
committee. 

Each time one group of EAs arrives and another departs, there is a 
handover service in which the outgoing group “passes the light” in 
the form of candles to those coming in. As Zoughbi Zoughbi, the 
local programme coordinator, says, these services help the EAs in 
“settling in or letting go”. I and my ecumenical colleagues in St 
Andrew’s always attend, and I was instrumental, early on, in 
persuading the programme to add St Andrew’s to the list of service 
venues. 

In July we met for the first time in the Tantur Ecumenical Institute, on 
the seam between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, at the invitation of the 
institute’s director, Fr Russ McDougall. Russ and I are involved in an 
invigorating Christian-Jewish group, now meeting mostly at St 
Andrew’s, which (at the request of the Jewish participants!) is 

http://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/blogs/witness-in-jerusalem
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currently studying Paul’s letter to the Romans. He regularly joins the 
Church of Scotland team visit to our partners in Gaza and some time 
ago introduced us to Sister Bridget Tighe, a redoubtable Irish nun 
who runs the Caritas operation there. 

In September, during the World Week for Peace in Palestine and 
Israel, Vivien and I and some of my ecumenical associates[1] were 
at Wi’am (the Palestinian Conflict Transformation Centre in 
Bethlehem) for a service with the theme, “Enhancing Hope in the 
Face of Darkness”. Munib Younan, outgoing bishop of our partner 
church the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy 
Land, was the main speaker. We met in the centre’s garden, under 
the shadow of an apartheid wall that now surrounds Bethlehem on 
all four sides; the feeling was best captured in a prayer by my friend 
and colleague Carrie Smith, pastor of the English-speaking 
congregation in the Church of the Redeemer: 

“How many times must we meet here, in this place, with this ugly 
wall as the background of our photos and of our lives? How long, O 
Lord, until this long night is over? 100 years? 69 years? 50 years? 
Now even this wall is in its teenage years.”[2] 

Her questions are to the point. This is a time of deep darkness in 
Israel/Palestine, as the Netanyahu government pursues relentlessly 
the programme of displacement and dispossession that began in 
1947-48 and the Abbas administration is more and more obviously a 
waste of space. 

The “situation” 

In our work here, we focus largely on the larger Zionist-Palestinian 
conflict. But sometimes we need to turn our attention particularly to 
the consequences of that conflict for churches and the Christian 
community. 

On Wednesday of the World Week, and on the eve of Rosh 
Hashanah and (ironically) the “ten days of repentance”, the Beit 
Jimal monastery, home to Salesian monks near Beit Shemesh, was 
vandalized – for the third time in four years.[3] 

Haaretz reports that “over 50 Christian and Muslim sites have been 
vandalized in Israel and the West Bank since 2009, but only nine 
indictments have been filed and only seven convictions handed 
down, according to Public Security Ministry data. Moreover, only 
eight of the 53 cases are still under investigation, with the other 45 
all closed.”[4] 

http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn1
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn2
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn3
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn4
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Gadi Gvaryahu, chair of Tag Meir, an organization that monitors hate 
crimes, believes that it is a question of police priorities: “Without a 
doubt, they aren’t looking hard enough.” He adds that some of these 
crimes remain unsolved despite security camera footage that 
includes pictures of the suspected vandals’ cars (sic). 

In a forceful editorial, Haaretz contends that “Israel’s Public Security 
Minister is soft on crimes against Christian and Muslim sites.” It says: 
“[Minister Gilad] Erdan should be reminded that his job isn’t 
psychiatric diagnosis, but running the police. It’s high time for him to 
finally start doing this job, even when the crime victims are non-
Jews.”[5] 

Will anything change? Not without serious pressure from churches 
and governments outside. 

Meanwhile, Al Monitor reports that Israel is reigniting the conflict over 
the Haram al Sharif or Temple Mount – the last round of which 
ended in a humiliating climb-down by Israel and the closure sine die 
of the Israeli embassy in Jordan. The Israeli government is trying 
permanently to close the Bab al-Rahma building inside the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and to bring the Waqf (the Islamic Religious Endowments) 
that administers the Haram before an Israeli court on the absurd 
charge of terrorism.[6] 

Congregation 

Our congregation in Jerusalem is growing modestly, adding both 
Arab Christians and Messianic Jews (we also attract expats, but 
most of these are here only for a time). In September, we started a 
fortnightly ecumenical women’s group that meets in the guesthouse: 
“ecumenical”, because we invite and are attracting women from 
beyond the congregation. 

Relationships with partner churches and organizations continue to 
develop fruitfully.  

The Trump effect 

On Wednesday December 6, Donald Trump recognized Jerusalem 
as “the capital of Israel”, partly to distract the great American people 
from his Russia troubles, partly to appeal to his base, but mostly, I 
think, to show that he could – and to show that he wasn’t Barack 
Obama. 

This attracted widespread international condemnation, mostly from 
those who want to keep playing the game of a fictitious “peace 

http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn5
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn6
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process”.[9] It also provoked disturbances resulting in death and 
serious injury in East Jerusalem, Gaza, green-line Israel, and the 
West Bank. 

It’s easy to understand the indignation that Trump provokes, on this 
as on other issues, but the more useful responses are from those in 
Israel/Palestine and elsewhere who are trying to make sense of what 
is going on. 

Envoi 

Enhancing hope in the face of darkness seem to me an apt summary 
of what the Church of Scotland is and should be doing in 
Israel/Palestine: speaking clearly for justice, peace and 
reconciliation; and accompanying two communities stuck in a conflict 
to which our own dear country has contributed significantly – and not 
just through the Balfour Declaration. 

Notes 

[1] Ministers from other expatriate churches who are attached to St Andrew’s 
[2] Carrie has two teenage sons 
[3] jpost.com/Israel-News/Catholic-monastery-vandalized-for-3rd-time-in-4-years-
505739 
[4] haaretz.com/israel-news/1.813790 
[5] haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/1.813955 
[6] Ahmad Melhem, “New Israeli closure at Al-Aqsa escalates tensions”, al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/09/israel-closes-bab-rahma-building-and-brings-
endowments-court.html 
[9] See under: Emperor’s New Clothes 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

~ Celebrate Earth Hour 2018 ~ 
Use your power to change climate change 

 

24 March 2018 
8.30PM – 9.30PM 

http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftn9
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref1
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref2
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref3
http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Catholic-monastery-vandalized-for-3rd-time-in-4-years-505739
http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Catholic-monastery-vandalized-for-3rd-time-in-4-years-505739
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref4
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.813790
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref5
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/1.813955
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref6
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/09/israel-closes-bab-rahma-building-and-brings-endowments-court.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/09/israel-closes-bab-rahma-building-and-brings-endowments-court.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/09/israel-closes-bab-rahma-building-and-brings-endowments-court.html
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/2017/12/11/enhancing-hope-in-the-face-of-darkness/#_ftnref9
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Based in Singapore, Earth Hour is a charitable organisation; a 
worldwide grassroots movement, organised by WWF, whose mission 
is to unite people to protect the planet.  

Earth Hour was famously started as a lights-off event in Sydney, 
Australia on 31 March 2007; inspiring more than 2.2 million 
individuals and 2,000 businesses to turn out their lights for one hour 
to show their support for climate change action. Since then, Earth 
Hour has grown to engage more than 7,000 cities and towns 
worldwide, and the one-hour event continues to remain the key 
driver of the movement. The event is held worldwide towards the end 
of March annually, encouraging individuals, communities, 
households and businesses to turn off their non-essential lights for 
one hour as a symbol of their commitment to the planet. 

Earth Hour 2018 will be held on Saturday 24 March between 
8.30pm and 9.30pm. The second-to-last and last weekend of March 
is around the time of the Spring and Autumn equinoxes in the 
northern and southern hemispheres respectively, which allows for 
near coincidental sunset times in both hemispheres, thereby 
ensuring the greatest visual impact for a global ‘lights out’ event. You 
can register your support for Earth Hour 2018 on the website: 
www.earthhour.org 

While turning off your lights on Saturday 24 March is a first step in 
becoming involved, there is also much, much more that you can do. 
Earth Hour is more than an event. It is a movement that aims to 
encourage an interconnected global community to share the 
opportunities and challenges of creating a sustainable world. Earth 
Hour is a movement that has achieved massive environmental 
impact, including legislation changes by harnessing the power of the 
crowd.  

Earth Hour’s full ambition is for people to take action beyond the 
hour. Whether it’s supporting a crowdfunding or crowdsourcing 
campaign on www.earthhour.org  or starting the movement in your 
own community. The vision is always to do more, so make the light 
switch the beginning of your journey. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 
 

http://www.earthhour.org/
http://www.earthhour.org/
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Keep pressing on 
           

“STRAINING TOWARDS WHAT IS AHEAD, I PRESS ON.” 
Philippians 3:13-14 NIVUK (2011 Edition) 

 
Developing your faith is like taking swimming lessons. Observe: 

1) Fear is like water; if you let it, it will take you under.  
2) You can only tread water for so long before you drown.  
3) When you reach a certain point, there’s no turning back. 
4) Faith is like the air in your lungs; it will sustain you and 
    keep you afloat if you just relax.  

Have you ever watched a seasoned swimmer? Stroke after 
stroke, he takes what’s in front of him and pushes it behind him, 
letting it propel him towards his goal. He literally takes what stands 
between him and his goal, and uses it to get there.  

Sometimes we despair and say, ‘I’m just keeping my head above 
water,’ and that’s okay as long as you keep ‘stroking’ and pressing 
on. It’s when you feel backed into a corner with nowhere to turn, 
that you’ve got to take hold of the faith God has placed within 
you and keep moving forward. 

Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force.  ’    Matthew 11:12 KJV 

The word ‘violence’ suggests ferocity, passion, and intensity. 
You must be relentless and fight your way through, confident 
that God is on your side – because He is (see Psalm 56:9) 

The waters you’re in don’t determine your destiny; they either 
carry you over or take you under. It takes faith to keep going. 
When you quit, God can do nothing more for you!  

So today whether you’re doing the breaststroke, the backstroke, or 
some other kind of stroke that nobody’s ever heard of – keep 
pressing on.  
 
 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Make prayer a priority 
           

“WE WILL GIVE OURSELVES...TO PRAYER AND 
...THE WORD.” 

Acts 6:4 NKJV 

 
In Disciplines of a Godly Man, pastor and author R. Kent Hughes 
says: ‘Jay Sidlow Baxter once shared a page from his own personal 
diary with a group of pastors who had inquired about the discipline of 
prayer. He began telling how...he entered the ministry determined he 
would be a real man of prayer. However, it wasn’t long before his 
increasing responsibilities, administrative duties, and the subtle 
subterfuges of pastoral life began to crowd prayer out. Moreover, he 
began to get used to it, making excuses for himself. Then one 
morning it all came to a head as he stood over his work-strewn desk 
and looked at his watch. The voice of the Spirit was calling him to 
pray. At the same time another velvety voice was telling him to be 
practical and get his letters answered, and that he ought to face the 
fact that he wasn’t one of the “spiritual sort”  -  only a few people 
could be like that. 
                   

“That last remark,” says Baxter, “hurt like a dagger blade. I couldn’t 
bear to think it was true.” He was horrified by his ability to rationalise 
away the very ground of his ministerial vitality and power..’ 
 

Understand this: minutes invested in prayer will give you 
a greater return than hours spent in ceaseless activity. 

 
The New Testament apostles understood that. As the church grew 
bigger and they became busier, they made a life-changing decision: 

‘We will give ourselves continually to prayer and...the word.’ 

As a result, the church grew and multiplied. 
So, make prayer a priority! 

---oooOOOooo--- 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today and are 
used by permission from United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY. Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY. Free issues of the daily 
devotional are available. 
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