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I hope you’ve had a good summer and found time to relax and enjoy 
warm weather and long evenings. 

In one of the addresses about our windows over the summer I 
mentioned that for the Israelites harvest time was when the new year 
was also celebrated. 

I suppose something of that tradition continues in church life!  

September feels like the start of the new church year, bringing new 
activities, and sometimes new people, particularly from the academic 
world. 

In August, the Kirk session had an afternoon away to reflect on and 
discuss our life together in Priestfield, and also to look at how we 
serve the communities around us. It was a good space to celebrate 
our church family and to begin to plan with Michael how we continue 
to welcome and serve those we live beside. 

During September we will also be welcoming a Canadian. John 
Martin will be attached to Priestfield for a year as he ‘familiarises’ 
himself with the Church of Scotland, having opted to continue his 
ministry on this side of the Atlantic. John will be joining us from the 
8th of September, and I’m sure you will enjoy having him with us over 
the year. 
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In our conversations, preparing for his arrival, I’ve been asking John 
if he’s sure this is a good time to be coming to the UK. 

 We are facing an unprecedented time of uncertainty and potential 
social and political upheaval with the government at Westminster 
“hellbent” on departing from the European Economic Community. 

I know from conversations that many of you share concerns about 
what the turmoil might mean for the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable in society in particular. 

Along with practical help and support, its good that as a faith 
community we can bring the situation to the One who holds the 
future, and trust in God’s continuing love and care. 

Every blessing, 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

Michael McMullin, 
Mission Development Worker 

 

Well, let me start by introducing myself to those in the congregation 
who don’t know me yet. My name is Michael McMullin, I am the 
Mission Development Worker for the three parishes of Craigmillar 
Park, Priestfield, and Reid Memorial, and I am employed by the 
Ministries Council of the Church of Scotland. I am your Mission 
worker but remember that, as part of the Joint Mission Team, I am 
split across three parishes. Sometimes you might not see me 
because I’m working on something in one of the other two parishes 
at that particular time. 

Now, before I give a brief outline of what my role is, in theory, 
supposed to be, I would like to share with you a little about myself. 
For the past two years I was the Community Outreach Worker at 
Gorgie Dalry Stenhouse Church, where I was heavily involved in the 
creation of the Diadem Project, which incorporated the provision, in 
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partnership with Bethany Christian Trust, of a permanent care 
shelter for the homeless of our city.  

As you can tell from my dulcet tones, I’m a Fifer, so if you want to 
“sup” with me you will need a “lang spoon”, but I have also spent 
almost 20 years living in the North East, so forgive me if I sometimes 
forget where I am and greet you with a “fit like?”, instead of “how are 
you?”. 

So, that’s a wee taste of my personal story but can I add that it was 
whilst I was studying at the Highland Theological College for my 
Honours Degree in Theological Studies that I felt called to work in 
the Lord’s service. It was a calling that grew especially strong after I 
had become the first student in Scotland to carry out their placement 
module in Prison, in the chaplaincy department of HMP Grampian, 
which is probably better known as its old name, Peterhead.  

Let’s return, then, to what my role of Mission Development Worker 
across the three parishes is supposed to be. You will notice, I say 
“supposed” and that is not because the role hasn’t been carefully 
and studiously thought about by Ministries Council, Edinburgh 
Presbytery, and the three Kirk Sessions. It’s because the role has to 
be flexible and it has to be able to be reactive to opportunities for 
Mission that will arise, but which at this point in time we know 
nothing about.   

The role of the Mission worker is as the name suggests……mission, 
and my role is to be a facilitator, a provoker, an enabler. I shall be 
focusing outwards into our communities and considering the 
community as a whole. The work is going to be all about identifying 
where, and how, our efforts will give the best results for mission. 
About reaching out, not dragging in. 

Many of you will know and recognise me already from my journeying 
and information-gathering around the area, and in attending the 
services across the three churches as regularly as I can. 

Now, you will have noticed I said “our” efforts, because the point of 
my role is that “YOU”, the congregations yourselves, need to be the 
foot soldiers. Only then can we build sustainable Mission work. I’m 
not here to do every part of the Mission work for you, I’m here to be 
a facilitator of that Mission.  

Sustainable Mission is the goal of my role here and to be sustainable 
it not only has to be relevant and accepted and used, if you like, by 
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the community, but it also has to be able to be supported and 
maintained by the members of the congregations across the three 
parishes. This means we will often have to take quite tough 
decisions to prioritise what Mission initiatives we do try, and which 
ones we, regretfully, decide to decline. We can’t be everything to 
everybody and we can’t do everything we want to just because we 
want to. Let us not forget, though, that Father never asks us to do 
something we are not able to do. He already knows our capabilities 
and our limitations, so let’s pray that it is His vision, and not any 
other vision, however well intentioned, that we follow. 

So, please keep me and the work we shall be doing together, in your 
prayers and, of course, if you want to chat to me about Mission work 
or suggest ideas then please talk to me. I don’t bite and I shall be 
delighted to engage with you, the very people who know the history, 
have the ideas and who have the enthusiasm to actually be 
interested in Mission and to want to chat to me in the first place. 

Thank you for welcoming me, and my family, into your congregation. 
I have to be honest and say that I feel immensely humbled at how 
relatively quickly I have been made to feel, not only welcome but 
also a part of your Church family. So, if you can make me feel this 
way, then I am excited, truly excited, about the fantastic 
opportunities we have in this parish on its own, and also in the cross- 
Parish opportunities in the three parishes as a whole. You have all 
welcomed me into your Church family, so then let’s work together to 
grow that family. 

Michael  
---oooOOOooo--- 

    WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Sunday   1 1030 Communion Service  
Wednesday   4 1900 ‘Knitting Together’  

  (meets on the first Wednesday 
        of every month) 

Thursday   5 1230- Soup Lunch in the Lounge 
     1400         (every Thursday) 
Sunday    8 1030 Morning Service 
Tuesday 10 1930 Kirk Session  
Thursday 12 1930 Praise and Prayer  
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Sunday 15 1030 Morning Service 
Sunday 22 1030 Morning Service 
Thursday 26 1930 Praise and Prayer 
 
Friday 27 1000- Café Time for Macmillan Cancer Support: 
    1200   pick up a card for details 
Saturday 28 1100- Student Brunch 
    1400  
  1600 - Harvest ‘Messy Church’                                             
            1800 
Sunday 29  1030 Harvest Celebration  
 

OCTOBER 

Sunday   6 1030 Communion Service 
Thursday 10 1930 Praise and Prayer  
Sunday  13 1030 Morning Service 
Wednesday 16 1930 Kirk Session  
Sunday  20 1030 Morning Service 
Thursday 24 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 26 1600 - ‘Messy Church’   
    1800  
Sunday  27 1030 Morning Service 
 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday   2 1000 Café Time by leaders and young people of 
                                                             our uniformed groups to support the 
                                                             work at Priestfield. 
Sunday   3 1030 Communion Service  
Thursday   7 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 10 1000 Remembrance Service at church 
  1045 Community Remembrance Service at the 
                                                        War Memorial, Prestonfield Avenue 
Sunday  17 1030 Morning Service 
Monday 18 1930 Kirk Session  
Thursday 21 1930 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday 23 1600 - ‘Messy Church’ 
    1800  
Sunday  24 1030 Morning Service 
    

DECEMBER 

Sunday   1 1030 Advent Communion Service  
    including the bringing of gifts which will 
                                                          be donated to the Prison Chaplaincy 
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                                                          for distribution to the children of 
         prisoners at Christmas. 
Saturday   7 1000 Café Time for Liberty in North Korea 
 

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

---oooOooo--- 

       GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019 

The General Assembly is a significant annual event in the 
Church of Scotland calendar. Throughout the week, 
commissioners to the General Assembly examine its work 
and laws and make decisions that affect the future of the 
Church 

As you remember, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
took place in May. I was elected to represent Priestfield at the 
meetings then and was privileged to do so. The summary of the 
proceedings has been available in a leaflet in the Lounge of the church 
and also in the July edition of ‘Life and Work’. The wonderful answer 
to many of our prayers was the unity among all those attending and 
how motions were agreed upon. There was a willingness to move 
forward to implement changes proposed by many of the committees 
to strengthen the Church and meet the varied needs of today's 
society. Much detailed work needs to be done and this involves all of 
us. 

Thank you, 

Ian Murray 
---oooOOOooo--- 

        

Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Different ways to pray (1) 
   

“HE…KEEPS US PRESENT BEFORE GOD.” 
Romans 8:27 MSG 

 

Someone who’s better at prayer than you are 
is already at work on your behalf. 
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‘God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us along. If we don’t 
know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He does our 
praying in us and for us, making prayer out of our wordless 
sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we know 
ourselves…and keeps us present before God.’ vv 26-27 MSG 

Notice, the Holy Spirit ‘keeps us present before God’. Sometimes 
we’ve a hard time being ‘fully present’ in prayer. We all know what 
it’s like to be with another person when their mind is a million miles 
away. What’s the answer? Try jotting down what goes on while 
you’re praying. 

The two most common hindrances to praying successfully are: 
a) your mind gets easily distracted by other thoughts; 
b) you get tired.  

When author John Ortberg shared these two frustrations with a 
friend, he suggested that John go outside alone and simply invite 
Jesus to come along with him. Ortberg writes:  

‘The next day I went to the ocean, took off my shoes, started to 
run and invited Jesus to come along. I found the strangest 
thing. When I thought I was supposed to be talking to Him, I 
found it effortful and difficult. Now that all I had to do was invite 
Him, I couldn’t stop thinking about Him. My mind kept reflecting 
on His being with me. I found myself wanting to point out the 
pelicans and the waves to Him. People and concerns would 
pop into my mind, and I would find myself telling Jesus about 
them. Everything changed.’ 

So, invite Jesus to come along with you today and 
share each thing you do with Him. 

 
                                                           ---oooOOOooo--- 
   

 

Fresh Start is an Edinburgh-based charity helping people who have been homeless 
get established in their new home. Working in partnership with volunteers and 
organisations from a broad section of the community, they deliver a range of 
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services that provide the practical and social support that help people resettle 
successfully. We recently received the following letter from Fresh Start… 

Dear Rev Donald Scott, and the congregation of Priestfield Parish Church 

Thank you from Fresh Start 

I am writing to thank you for all your support in the last year in helping us 
deliver vital goods and services to over 1,700 people during the period of 

1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019. 

Fresh Start would not be able to do this without your support and each 
and every one of you are a significant cog in the wheel of Fresh Start. 

Did you know that during this period Fresh Start has delivered: 

• 10,410 starter packs 

• 116 Hit Squads 

• 88 services users attended cooking classes 

• 21 service users volunteered in over 140 gardening sessions 

• 20 trainees gained accredited qualifications 

• 106 households were fitted with new white goods 

• 208 households were provided with cooking appliances 

In order for us to reach this number of people Fresh Start had help from: 

• 331 volunteers gave 8,301 hours 

• 125 churches (including you) generated goods for the starter packs 

I cannot thank you enough for taking the time to support us. Time now is a 
rare commodity that many people in today’s society state they do not 
have enough of. Yet each week you give us time; time to let us tell you the 
goods we need, time it takes to find these goods and bring them to the 
church, time it takes to organise the rota of who will drop the goods off to 
us, time to volunteer with us directly in service delivery. 

I do not underestimate the effort, commitment and energy this takes for 
all of you to be involved and for that myself and whole staff team thank 
you wholeheartedly. 
… 
Once again, many thanks and I look forward to working with you in the 
next year to keep helping more people. 

Warmest regards 

Biddy Kelly, Managing Director 
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As ever, Fresh Start are extremely grateful for everything you do for 
them, and they are always amazed to see the warehouse fill up with 
everything they need after every appeal they make.  They do, 
however, find that donations tend to drop over the summer months 
due to holidays etc., so are even more thankful for regular church 
support at this time of year. 

The goods needed desperately in the coming weeks:  

 Items Clarification 

Toiletries Shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, shower gel  

Crockery 
Packs 

**Glass tumblers** (NO alcohol related glasses 
like beer or whisky glasses) 

**Tea Towels**  

Teaspoons  

Pots and 
pans 

Small and medium sizes, in good condition 

Food Packs Rice, instant coffee, UHT milk, tinned new 
potatoes, tinned meat and fish 

Cleaning 
materials 

Washing up liquid, toilet cleaner, multi-purpose 
spray, unused toilet rolls, laundry tablets 

Bedding 
packs 

Pillows (NO cushions!) 

Single bedding – sheets and duvet covers 

Towels Middle sized towels 

**Particularly short on the items highlighted in bold. 

Many thanks again for your ongoing support. 

Shirley 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Different ways to pray (2) 
           

“I LAY PROSTRATE BEFORE THE LORD.” 
Deuteronomy 9:25 NIV 

 
Find a prayer style that works for you. 

In Scripture people pray as they stand, kneel, lie on the 
ground, sit, stretch out their hands, lift their faces toward the 
sky, or bow them toward the earth. 

Just find the method that works best for you and use it. 

Some people pray better when they are moving. If you’re one of 
them, take a walk, go for a drive, or run. 

You are free to use your body and posture to help you turn your 
mind and heart towards God.  

When you’re acknowledging your sins, you may find it helpful to 
have your head bowed and to kneel; it’ll help you to remember and 
experience the humility of the moment. 

In worship, you may want to turn your face towards the sky.  

In asking for guidance, you may find it helpful to turn your palms 
upwards as a way of expressing with your body: ‘Lord, whatever You 
want.’ 

When praying for someone, say at a restaurant, you may want to 
look that person right in the eye while talking to God and say, 
‘Father, I’m so grateful for this person. You know what they need. 
Give them what is required by their heart.’ 

When you’re praising God, put on a worship CD and sing along.  

The point is, you should approach God with the joy, excitement 
and simplicity with which a child runs into the arms of a loving 
parent. Just as you don’t have anyone else’s fingerprints, you don’t 
have anyone else’s temperament. So just approach God in a way 
that’s natural, spontaneous and comfortable for you. 

---oooOooo--- 
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For a while, Priestfield church has hosted Din Eidyn, a local branch 
of Regia Anglorum. We explore and recreate aspects of early 
medieval life (Viking, Anglo-Saxon, Pict and Norman), bringing to life 
clothing, food, crafts and combat. We participate in shows all around 
the U.K., putting in vibrant, loving history displays showcasing 
mediaeval life. We are, however, best known for our combat displays 
of mail-clad warriors wielding swords and rows of spearmen working 
in perfect unison. It’s impressive, dangerous and takes a lot of work, 
teaching and practice. This is also true for the craft side, as a lot of 
the skills and items made are very specific. 

It has been hard to find a space big enough to fit in the group for 
craft sessions that will allow room to measure out fabric for clothes, 
mass produce items that every good Viking needs to survive, and 
generally have fun. Priestfield has kindly accommodated this Viking 
hoard.  

We hold two types of activities in the church, hearth nights and 
training sessions. 

The hearth night craft sessions are held in Lindisfarne (the joke is 
not lost on us). Here we can craft, chat and allow older members to 
help new members with making their kit for shows, and allow people 
to try new crafts without the fear of messing up in front of the public. 
New members can also sample what the group does in a stress-free 
environment away from a public display and see if this crazy hobby 
is for them.  

Din Eidyn ~ Vikings at Priestfield 
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Our recent project has been working on making a type of loom called 
a warp-weighted loom, so we can learn and display how to weave 
fabric like the Vikings did. The frame of the loom is made of timber 
and the weights that hold the warp threads taut are made of clay. We 
managed to get a nice factory going in Lindisfarne with seven of us 
making over 20 of the weights from clay (much quicker than one 
poor person making them all). 

During the dark winter months we use the 
upstairs hall for evening combat training. 
There is room (just) to drill with the spears 
without damaging the new paintwork. This 
practice allows us to explore and practice 
techniques for using dark age weapons, and 
makes the displays done at shows looks 
brilliant, as well as reducing the risk of injury 
as, while blunt, we use real spears, axes and 
swords. The clash of swords in the hall is a 
sound to behold. 

We perform at shows held in castles, cities and historical sites, as 
well as going to schools to teach children about life 1000 years ago. 
At York we were part of over 200 warriors on the battlefield, and at 
Sherwood Forest over 100 of us gathered for a Viking Parliament, 
called a Thing.  

We look forward to a busy few months coming up and will let you 
know how our future shows go…and don’t worry, we won’t do any 
pillaging! 

 

 

    .  

 

 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Different ways to pray (3) 
           

“HE WILL CALL ON ME, AND I WILL ANSWER HIM.” 
Psalm 91:15 NIV 

 

When we try to spend an extended period of time in prayer, our 
minds tend to wander. When that happens, is God upset with us? 
No, when your mind wanders – God’s Spirit is still with you. 

Sometimes your wandering thoughts can 
actually guide you into prayer. 

One author writes: 

‘I begin praying, and then I imagine myself being wildly 
successful at something. Or I replay a conversation with a 
person I’m upset with. Or I try to figure out how to solve a 
problem I’m worried about. I used to think of those kinds of 
thoughts as obstacles to prayer, but I’ve come to think of them 
as prayers waiting to be offered. Maybe the reason they pop 
into my mind isn’t simply my short attention span, but rather 
what my mind is really concerned about. So instead of trying to 
suppress these thoughts, it’s better to begin to talk to God 
about them. And just like that, I’m back in the flow of prayer. 
Indeed, we are free to pray in ways that will best help us live in 
the joyful awareness of God’s presence.’  

Obviously, things like getting your hair done or your car fixed are 
distractions. When these arise, just write them down and say, ‘I’ll get 
to that later,’ then get back to prayer.  

Developing a rich and rewarding prayer life isn’t 
something you accomplish overnight; you have to work at it. 

But the rewards are more than worth the effort. 

You’re not unique; everybody battles distractions in prayer. 
Those who succeed are those who learn to deal with the 
distractions. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today and are 
used by permission from United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY. Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY. Free issues of the daily 
devotional are available 
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~  MISSION PARTNER: JOHN McCULLOCH  ~ 

    

Priestfield’s Mission Partner is  
Rev Dr John McCulloch, Minister at St 
Andrew’s Scots Memorial Church in 
Jerusalem. 

‘Church of Scotland Delegation into 
Gaza (June 2019)’ is the focus of John’s 
PartnerPlan letter for July 2019, which is 
reproduced below.   

 
These fragments  
I have shored  
against my ruins. 
(T.S. Eliot ‘The  
Wasteland’)  

 
Even the city 
carries ruins in its  
heart. Longs to be 
touched in places  
only it remembers 
(Anne Michaels,  
‘Phantom Limbs)  

 
Art amidst the ruins  

It’s 3pm and the and the sun is beating down on Gaza City. Donkeys 
pulling fruit carts negotiate the dusty streets, as child-vendors and 
shop keepers call out to passers-by trying to sell their merchandise. 
Gaza City is a vibrant and colourful cacophony of sound and colour; 
where its citizens are doing everything they can to survive amidst the 
crushing poverty and political impasse.  

Taking advantage of a few hours gap in our programme, Annette 
and I take an afternoon walk in search of a bombed-out building 
where artist Ali Jabaly has used the empty shell as a canvas for his 
haunting images, entitled ‘Dreamers Among the Rubble’. Faces and 
eyes stare out of the empty eye-sockets of bombed out windows; a 
visual lament to the suffering of the Gazan people, and their longing 
for freedom.  



 15 

Children run around and play amidst the rubble, climbing up 
crumbling stairs and over the debris of rock and broken glass. If you 
are aged 11, you will have lived through three major wars (Operation 
Cast Lead 2008-2009, Operation Pillar of Defence 2012, Operation 
Protective Edge 2014); in addition to continual flare-ups that seldom 
make the news, such is the normalisation of violence here.  

Whoever you think is the blame for the situation in Gaza, it is the 
young people and children who bear the brunt, and they have done 
nothing to bring about this conflict. None of the children voted for 
Hamas in 2006, and most of them have never stepped foot within 
Israel. Gaza has one of the youngest populations in the world, and is 
one of the most densely populated, with around 2m people living on 
a strip of land 25 miles long and 7 miles wide.  

These dimensions are easier to picture if you superimpose a map of 
Gaza on the City of London:  
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Children of 11 years of age have known nothing but war and conflict. 
Added to this is the crushing poverty due to the Israeli blockade, 
which has resulted in 80% of the population of Gaza being 
dependant on food aid. This does not detract from justified criticism 
of Hamas, who have also failed the Gazan people, and whose 
rhetoric and violent tactics are to be condemned. Nor does it take 
responsibility away from the Palestinian Authority, who have frozen 
wages and blocked medicines coming into Gaza, because of the 
political rift between Fatah & Hamas. Egypt also has played its part, 
by opening and closing the Rafa crossing in the south of the Strip at 
will and making money off some of the most vulnerable citizens of 
Gaza by creating a commerce based on human misery. Some 
Gazan’s have paid ‘middle-men’ as much as $1000 to be fast-
tracked through into Egypt.  

This is not to detract from the asymmetry of the situation in Gaza, 
where the desperation has meant that for many young men with no 
prospects, they are prepared to die at the fence, as in their own 
words ‘they are dying a slow death already’.  

But Gaza is not without hope, and the partners that the Church of 
Scotland supports through the Near East Council of Churches 
(NECC) carry out inspiring work in a context of near impossibility.  

YMCA Gaza  

The YMCA’s key vision is ‘Empowering Palestine’s youth to be the 
leaders of change’. They run youth camps, a kindergarten and a 
psychological project for building capacity in children who have 
known little else but war. On their premises they have sporting 
facilities, a gym, art studio, meeting rooms, indoor games rooms and 
many other community spaces. When we were there one evening, 
the place was full of activity, with children and parents enjoying the 
opportunities for much needed recreation in a context where life has 
become such a struggle.  

But what struck me most was the art studio, where we were able to 
see the work of Gazan artists. Two pictures stood out for me, in 
terms of the poignancy of their message. One of the benefits of 
visual art is that it communicates across language barriers.  

I did not get to meet the artists of these two paintings, but the one 
with the suitcase wrapped in barbed wire communicated to me on 
several levels. On the one hand it conveyed a longing for travel, yet 
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there is the impossibility of most 
Gazan’s to escape the open-air prison 
in which they are confined. On another 
level, it transmits the sense of scarcity 
of space and belongings, where 
human beings have so little and are 
constrained by the barbed wire fences 
that close them in. On yet another 
level it communicated the reality of 
what it must mean to literally live out 
of a suitcase, when your home has 
been destroyed, or because you are a 
refugee in Gaza with your family home 
on the other side of the fence.  

 

The other picture, is a reminder of the 
struggle of youth, living under siege 
and within the structural violence of 
political strangulation. The barbed 
wire entangling the youthful body, 
restricting her movement and causing 
bodily pain reflects the immediate 
context of military fences and the lack 
of freedom. And yet, there is an 
energy and defiance about this 
painting, as the young girl (although 
stooping over) is not lying on the 
ground but appears to be pushing up 
and resisting with all her youthful 
energy, the barbed wire cords that tie 
her down.  

For more information on the YMCA’s activities, please visit their 
website: https://ymcagaza.org/about-us/vision/  

A detailed description of each visit would could run into a lengthy 
report, so below is just a brief conspectus of each centre we visited, 
with details of their respective websites for more information and up 
to date reports on the situation in Gaza, and what is being done to 
help.  
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Ahli Arab Hospital  

The Ahli Arab Hospital treated 42,000 outpatients last year and 
continues to offer the highest quality of care in a situation of near 
impossibility. At present, because of a serious drop in funding, it can 
only operate 50 of its 100 beds. It also runs community health  
projects delivered at a local level. It is a living witness of God’s love 
to all, clearly evident in their vision statement and all that they do:  
To continue providing the finest medical care possible under the 
most adverse circumstances to the marginalised and vulnerable poor 
people whose livelihood are threatened by the effect of human-made 
disaster, with special attention to the refugee and the poorest of the 
poor. The hospital is committed to building people’s capacity and 
competence alongside the development and maintenance of an 
adequate standard of diagnostic and clinical service.  

For more information and up to date reports please visit their 
website:  
http://www.j-
iocese.org/index.php?page=129666024424&sub=129698368736  

The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights attempts to strengthen 
and encourage human rights in the Palestinian Territories. It has also 
been documenting in great detail ‘The Great March of Return’, the 
coverage of which has been manipulated by the mainstream media. 
They claim that no single Israeli soldier has been wounded during 
the Great March of Return, which if true, is a statistic that speaks for 
itself. Even when the fence was breached, and it was portrayed in 
the media as a huge security threat to Israel, the media didn’t say  
that there are 3 fences, and the use of live ammunition was 
disproportionate as those attempting to breach the fence could have 
been stopped by different measures.  

For more information and up to date reports please visit their 
website: https://pchrgaza.org/en/  

Near East Council of Churches (NECC)  
The NECC (who oversee many of the projects that the Church of 
Scotland partners with) are involved in diverse work across the Gaza 
Strip that is making a real difference. Their work includes (cited from 
their website):  

Access to Quality Health Care:  
NECC has been operating health services in the Gaza strip since 
1952 and currently runs three primary health care clinics in Shijaia, 
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Darraj and Kherbet al Adas neighbourhoods supporting a population 
of more than 160,000 people  

Livelihood and Trade:  
NECC offers vocational courses to approximately 205 trainees of 
both genders.  

Educational Loans:  
Loans give opportunities for needy students to complete their 
university education by providing interest-free loans to students to 
pay university fees that can be renewed every academic year.  

Emergency Relief:  
NECC launched its welfare and Relief program since 1952, to 
provide assistance to needy people. The program aims at providing 
emergency assistance to alleviate the impact of emergency 
situations when required. It helps targeted Palestinians to attain cash 
for work “temporary jobs”, cash relief for one time to secure food, 
medicine, daily needs, health and PSS.  

Advocacy Program:  
This program is concerned with promoting social justice, 
empowering communities and advocating the rights of civilians 
particularly refugees to live in dignity, respecting human rights, 
ensuring access to health and education services and so on. NECC 
works at two fronts; internally promoting an empowerment culture 
and externally advocating the rights of the Palestinians at the internal 
forums.  

Community Development Program:  
NECC enables communities to implement projects aimed at 
improving the conditions of their environment.  

Self-Help Program:  
The Self-Help Sewing Centre: Women, mostly widowed and often 
the sole income generators of their families, work for NECCCRW 
sewing pieces for internal use (uniforms, curtains …etc) and external 
distribution.  

Psychosocial support:  
NECC’s psychosocial program started after 2008 Cast Lead 
Operation war on Gaza, it targets the whole family, especially 
women, mothers and their children. The program focused on the 
Palestinian families through the health centres, vocational centres, 
secretarial centre, advance dress making centre, NECC staff and 
cooperation and coordination with relevant organisation  
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For more information and up to date reports please visit their 
website:  
http://www.neccgaza.org/Default.aspx  
 
Atfaluna  

Real care means the willingness to help each other in making our 
brokenness into the gateway to joy.  
(Henri J.M. Nouwen, Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular 
World)  

Atfaluna works with deaf children and their families in Gaza City, 
providing income generation projects for deaf people, screening, 
education, speech therapy, sign language training, psychosocial  
counselling services and much more. Because of a drop in funding, 
they have had to cut salaries by 30% and reduce their intake of 
students from 300 to 250.  

For more information and up to date reports please visit their 
website: http://www.atfaluna.net/en/  

Women’s Cooperative in Nuseirat Refugee Camp  

Samah Ghayad runs a women’s cooperation in the heart of the 
Nurseirat Refugee camp, home to over 80,000 people, living in 
cramped conditions in the heat of Gaza. Nuseirat is one of eight 
refugee camps in the Gaza Strip. Overcrowding and a lack of living 
space characterise Nuseirat camp. Shelters are built in close vicinity 
and there is a general lack of recreational and social space. In many 
cases, residents have had to add extra floors to their shelters to 
accommodate their families, in some cases without proper design. 
Many live in substandard conditions. (UNRWA)  

Samah Ghayad has had to close many of the projects the centre 
runs, because of a lack of funding. But despite this, they offer 
income generation projects for women, not only in order to lift them 
out of poverty, but to give them financial independence in a context 
where domestic violence and abuse is a growing concern. They also 
offer psychological support, legal aid and run a kindergarten for 
around 50 children.  

Family visits  

In addition to meeting with some Christian families whilst we were 
there, Annette and I visited a family we had been in touch with last 
time round. The grandparents, children and grandchildren 
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(numbering over 20) live in cramped conditions in conditions of utter 
penury. We were able to put them in touch with Caritas, which runs a 
programme of food packages for the most vulnerable; and the day 
we left Gaza Caritas was arranging to visit them.  

Caritas  

The acute health needs of the most vulnerable communities in the 
occupied Palestinian territory will cost $32 million for 2019.  

What does the future of humanity look like? According to Pope 
Francis, the future is “in the hands of those people who recognise 
the other as a YOU and themselves as part of an US”.  

It’s sometimes easy to forget that humanity isn’t just made up of the 
most powerful leaders, the richest people or the people who shout 
the loudest.  

To remind us of this, Caritas has created a giant collage of faces 
which includes many different and contrasting faces as part of its 
Share the Journey campaign on the culture of encounter.  

(Michelle Hough)  

For more information and up to date reports  
please visit their website: https://www.caritas.org/tag/gaza/  
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Hands-up  

We met with the founder of Hands-up, Nick Bilbrough, who in his 
own words says how the project started out: Three years ago, using 
very simple video conferencing tools, I started connecting online to a 
small group of children in a library in Beit Hanoun, Gaza for weekly 
storytelling sessions. From these humble beginnings, the Hands Up 
Project now works with over thirty different groups in Gaza, in the 
Occupied West Bank, and in Zaatari refugee camp for Syrian 
children in Jordan. As many as 500 kids a week now connect to 
volunteers around the world who work in collaboration with the local 
teacher to tell stories to each other, to play games and to do other 
activities to help them bring the English that the children are learning 
come to life.  

For more information and up to date reports please visit their 
website: https://handsupproject.org/  

Greek Orthodox & Catholic Church  

 
With only an estimated 1,000 Christians living in Gaza out of a 
population of 2m, it is always encouraging to visit the Christian 
community, and to hear of their witness of hope in such a difficult 
context.  

Conclusion  

The mission of the Church of Scotland here in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories feels like a drop in the ocean. 
Nevertheless, it is important that we remain in the land where Christ 
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walked, reaching out to all in healing and compassion, refusing to 
dehumanise and categorise the other.  

Gaza is a place of beauty and heartache simultaneously. It is a place 
where youth and potential are cut short, and where dreams come up 
against the realities of the military fences and walls.  

The Hebrew prophets of old called for justice in this land, and until 
this happens, both occupied and occupier will never be free. Our 
prayer and desire for this place is captured in the words of minor 
prophet Amos:  

Let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

(Amos 5:24)  

 

John McCulloch  

---oooOOOooo--- 
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   ~ Priestfield on the Web ~ 

Did you know that you can find out all 
sorts of useful information about 
Priestfield from the church website? 
https://www.priestfield.org.uk/  

 
 
       

Want to find out more about Sundays, Messy Church, Café Time, 
Praise and Prayer or Students at Priestfield?  On the Home page, 
click on one of the coloured buttons. To go to Priestfield’s facebook 
page, just click on the        icon in the bottom right hand corner of 
any page.  

Selecting the About Us page will show you some of our key people 
and what they do. 

Maybe you just need to check the date of a meeting or want to see 
what’s happening and when? One click on Calendar will let you view 
the church diary. 

Click on any of the logos on the Links page to be taken to the 
website of any of these organisations with which Priestfield is 
associated. 

If you have a question to ask or want to send us a message, you can 
Contact Us by email via the website.  

On the Filing Cabinet page you will find online copies of current and 
previously published issues of The Net (magazine), and Trustees’ 
Annual Reports, together with interesting statistical information about 
Priestfield’s Parish and informative factsheets on the building’s 
furniture and stained glass windows. Simply select the document you 
want to view and click to open it. 

 
 

Priestfield Parish Church is a Registered Scottish Charity No. SC014499  

https://www.priestfield.org.uk/

