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One year ago, I was busy packing in preparation for our move to 
Edinburgh. 

It seems astonishing that a year has flown past, and people are 
beginning to stop calling me the new minister! 

We are very much enjoying being part of Priestfield and feel very 
much at home with you. 

If you do facebook, you’ll be used to the news feed regularly 
throwing up old pictures to remind you of what you were doing, last 
year, five years ago, even a whole decade ago…a very long time in 
the digital world! 

Sometimes the memories are happy, some less so and some, 
reminding us of good times with friends now gone, bittersweet. 

I suppose it’s a digital way of counting our blessings. 

I wonder if we take stock of our faith memories? 

The times we rejoiced in God’s goodness? 

    The times we felt held and supported when things were tough? 

        The times when a word came to us when we most needed it? 
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Sometimes bible verses can be like these photo feeds…reminding 
us of times they came to us with added meaning, or songs we sing in 
worship, reminding us of people and places and God speaking to us 
in a new way. 

Maybe we can share some of these moments together, and rejoice 
in seeing God’s hand holding us, in the past, in the present, and 
knowing he will not let us go, ever. 

Every blessing, 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

Introducing… 

Michael McMullin, 
Mission Development Worker 

 

Can I begin by saying that I am humbled, and thrilled, to have been 
given this opportunity of being appointed as Mission Development 
Worker for Priestfield, Craigmillar Park, and Reid Memorial 
Churches. It’s an exciting time to be involved in Mission work, and I 
honestly feel enthused at the opportunities that exist across all the 
parishes.  

I am very much looking forward to meeting the members of the 
congregations and becoming a part of your Church family. 
Sustainability is going to be a cornerstone of the work I shall be 
involved with. All your support will be needed in the various initiatives 
we shall be introducing in the future. I’m certain that there is a rich 
seam of skills and knowledge amongst our Church family here, and 
my goal is to help utilise them for the work the Lord wishes for us.  

When you meet me in the flesh, you will realise, from my dulcet 
tones, that I am a Fifer, born and raised in Dunfermline. My 
background is a traditional West Fife working class upbringing. My 
late Father was a church Elder and my late Mother a Sunday School 
teacher.  
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I worked as an accountant for many years, then as a taxi driver. It 
was at this time that I felt a calling to work in some form of ministry. I 
therefore enrolled to study at the Highland Theological College, at 
Dingwall. This calling was finally confirmed to myself when I was 
privileged enough to be a part of the Chaplaincy Team at HMP 
Grampian, as my placement during my course. I was supposed to 
visit for two weeks and ended up volunteering for two years.  

After graduating with my First Class Honours Degree in Theological 
Studies, I then took up the post of Community Outreach Worker at 
Gorgie Dalry Stenhouse Church here in Edinburgh. For the last two 
years I have worked there, and a large part of my role involved 
forming, enacting, and sustaining the vision of transforming the old 
Stenhouse St Aidan’s sanctuary into a permanent care shelter for 
the homeless, in partnership with Bethany Christian Trust. I felt, and 
shall always feel, extremely privileged and humbled to have played a 
part in seeing this vision become realised. I would ask that we all 
continue to support this initiative in our prayers.  

Building relationships between the church and the local community 
was both enjoyable and rewarding, especially in the pastoral support 
role with the local schools, youth groups, and sheltered housing 
complexes and in helping grow an outreach cafe for those in 
recovery from various addictions.  

Finally, please don’t be a stranger. I love to chat, and I shall be 
grateful if you share with myself your ideas, and thoughts on where 
there are, or could be, Mission opportunities. Also, you folks are the 
ones with the local knowledge and so don't be surprised when I ask 
lots and lots of questions.  

God Bless, and may the Lord guide us in the work He has planned 
for us.  

Michael McMullin.  
---oooOOOooo--- 
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    WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

JUNE 

Saturday   1 10:00 - Café Time; all proceeds will go to LiNK 
    noon   (Liberty in North Korea) 
  10:30 ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Prayer Walks 
          In the parish area 
Sunday   2 10:30 All-age Communion Service 
Wednesday   5 19:00 - ‘Knitting Together!’ (every Wednesday, 
    21:00    except July) 
Thursday   6 12:30 - Soup Lunch (every Thursday) 
     14:00 
   noon - ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Prayer Vigil 
   midnight     in Church 
Thursday   7 19:30 ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Praise 
      and Prayer 
Sunday   9 10:30 All-age Service 
Tuesday          11 19:00 Induction of Rev Alex McAspurren as 
      minister to the linked charge of 
      Craigmillar Park with Reid Memorial, 
      at Craigmillar Park Church  
Sunday 16 10:30 All-age Service  
Thursday 20 19:30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 23 10:30 All-age Service 
Sunday 30 10:30 All-age Service 
   

JULY 

Thursday   4 19:30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday   7 10:30 All-age Communion Service 
Sunday 14 10:30 All-age Service 
Thursday 18 19:30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 21 10:30 All-age Service 
Sunday 28 10:30 All-age Service  
 

AUGUST 

Thursday   1 19:30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday   4 10:30 All-age Communion Service  
Sunday 11 10:30 All-age Service 
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Thursday 15 19:30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 18 10:30 All-age Service  
Sunday  25 10:30 All-age Service 
Thursday 29 19:30 Praise and Prayer 
   

SEPTEMBER 

Sunday   1 10:30 All-age Communion Service  
            

WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON? WHAT’S ON?  

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

~ SNIPPETS from the KIRK SESSION ~ 

4 March 2019 
Organist 
Dave Little would be Church Organist until the end of March, with 
Harry Thomson starting on 1 April 2019.  
Craigmillar Park and Reid Memorial Churches 
A sole nominee would be conducting worship at the two churches on 
Sunday 17 March 2019. 
Mission Development Worker 
Interviews of two applicants would take place at Priestfield on 
Thursday 4 April 2019. 
Presbytery Planning Strategy Report  
A Presbytery report had been circulated to elders. The report 
outlined the process involved in preparing the next Presbytery Plan, 
which it was hoped would be completed in 2021.  
The Kirk Session agreed to consider the matter further after General 
Assembly 2019. 
Finance 
David Douglas, Finance Convener, drew elders’ attention to a 
number of points. 
There was a deficit for 2018, before the Gift Day, of £11,000. This 
was a creditable result given the vacancy and all the work done at 
the manse. 
Weekly offerings showed an £8,000 drop for the year. 
The Ministries and Mission contribution was £55,000 which 
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demonstrated that Priestfield was playing its part in the work of the 
wider church. 
The Kirk Session (the Trustees) approved the signing of the 
accounts and the circulation of the summary papers to the 
congregation. 
Property 
The redecoration of Whithorn (formerly the upstairs hall) was now 
virtually complete. The replacement of the obsolescent and failing 
lighting units would now be addressed. Consideration was being 
given to applying for grant aid for this work as it was not able to be 
funded from the 2019 budget. Approval was sought to apply for grant 
aid from the Church of Scotland and external grant giving bodies. 
The Kirk Session approved.  
 

14 April 2019 
New Members 
The Kirk Session welcomed four new members; Michelle, Christine, 
James and Beth.  
During the service that followed Michelle, Christine and James were 
baptised and all four were admitted to membership and given the 
right hand of fellowship. 
Margaret Smith, who was admitted to membership by resolution of 
the Kirk Session in March was also introduced to the congregation. 
Mission Agreement 
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the finalised draft agreement 
between Craigmillar Park, Priestfield and Reid Memorial Churches. 
The Kirk Session agreed that the Clerk and Minister sign the 
Agreement on its behalf. 
 

13 May 2019 
Local Church Review 
Presbytery had advised that Priestfield should undertake its Local 
Church Review during 2019. The Clerk had met with Rev Peter 
Bluett of Newhaven Church on 9 May. Peter was leading the 
Presbytery team. The context and process for Priestfield’s review, 
particularly the relationship with Craigmillar Park and Reid Memorial 
Churches and the Mission Development Worker, had been 
discussed and the meeting had been very helpful.  
June Henderson, Fiona Ferguson and Barry Cross volunteered to 
prepare a first draft for circulation to elders.  
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Minister’s Report 
Donald was now nearly one year into his ministry at Priestfield. He 
had left Polmont for the last time on 18 April and had been given a 
good farewell after his seventeen years as a Chaplain there. 
He had been asked to be an Honorary Chaplain on the Edinburgh 
University chaplaincy team and this had led to a number of pastoral 
contacts including bereavement care. He had taken part in a 
Chaplaincy conference at Durham University the previous week and 
opportunities were developing, including attending the Freshers’ 
Welcome on 10 September. 
Donald’s pastoral caseload locally was also developing. 
Donald was now preparing for managing the Mission Development 
Worker who would be starting later in May.  
Mission Development Worker (MDW) 
Michael McMullin had now been appointed by Ministries Council as 
MDW working across the three parish areas of Craigmillar Park, 
Priestfield and Reid Memorial Churches. He would be starting work 
on Monday 27 May 2019. 
Election of Presbytery Elder 
Andrew Steven had been Presbytery Elder for the past year and was 
willing to serve for another year. The Kirk Session thanked Andrew 
and confirmed his election unanimously. 
Craigmillar Park and Reid Memorial Churches 
Rev Alex McAspurren will be inducted to the linked charge of 
Craigmillar Park with Reid Memorial on Tuesday 11 June 2019 at 
7pm, at Craigmillar Park.  The Session Clerks of Craigmillar Park 
and Reid Memorial had written, inviting members of the Priestfield 
congregation to join them at the induction.  
Mission 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
The Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev Susan Brown, had 
written encouraging congregations to join the global prayer 
movement, ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ from 30 May to 9 June. The 
Session approved having a prayer vigil on 6 June, using the initiative 
as the theme at ‘Praise and Prayer’ on 6 June and having a number 
of Prayer Walks, probably on Saturday 1 June.  
Welcome Team Review 
Following a review, the Kirk Session approved a number of changes 
designed to simplify matters, reduce stress, enhance safety and 
reduce the number of occasions that Welcome Team members are 
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‘on duty.’ There would be a call for new Welcome Team members in 
Connections, in the News and in person.  
Property 
Since the last Session meeting, much work had been done. The 
main items were; 

• Four of the remaining old heating radiators at the manse had 
been replaced and the redecoration of the hall/stairs and outside 
front was in progress. 

• Emergency exit lights and emergency lighting in the church 
building have all been checked and are operational. 

• The access ramp and bench had been installed in the garden, 
the outside tap repaired and planting undertaken. 

• The redecoration of Whithorn had been completed. Priestfield 
had been awarded a grant of £1,700 by Edinburgh Presbytery to 
complete the project with the replacement of the obsolescent 
fluorescent tube lighting with new LED lighting. This work will be 
undertaken in June. 

Church Website 
Much progress had been made by David Forbes on the development 
of the new church website. The Clerk would forward a link to elders 
so that they can take a look at the progress being made.  
Room Names 
At the time that the rooms were named, Iona, St Andrews, 
Lindisfarne and Whithorn it was suggested that information should 
be provided for each. This has now been done by Kenny Ferguson 
with framed information and a picture being provided for each room. 
    

10 September 2019 

Date of next meeting 
 
Barry Cross 
Session Clerk 
 
    

All meetings of the Kirk Session are ‘open’ meetings. Only in 
exceptional circumstances are items heard in private. If you’d like to 
come along to a Session meeting either have a word, or just pop 
along on the night. The Session meetings take place in the Lounge 
and begin at 7:30pm. 
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Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Answer these two questions 
   

“MAY THE GOD OF HOPE FILL YOU WITH ALL JOY AND 

PEACE AS YOU TRUST IN HIM.” 
Romans 15:13 NIV 

First, how is your relationship with God right now? 

Do you doubt His promises, His call on your life, your ability to hear 
from Him, His pleasure in you, or whether you can do enough to 
keep Him happy? 

If so, this Scripture is custom-designed for you: 

“May the God of hope fill you with…joy and peace 
as you trust in him.” 

Notice, when you stop trusting God and start trusting in your own 
efforts, you lose your joy and peace. 

Have you lost yours today? 

If you want them back, 
you must get out of doubt and back into faith! 

Second, how is your relationship with yourself right now? 

One Christian author writes:  

“For years the only relationship I had with myself was one of 
doubt. I doubted my decisions, my appearance, whether I was 
saying or doing the right thing…whether I was in any way 
pleasing God, or anybody else. I knew I wasn’t pleased with 
myself, so how could God or anybody else be pleased with 
me? Those years of misery are behind me, because now I 
know God’s grace covers me like a blanket. I know it’s through 
Jesus alone that I’m made righteous and acceptable to God. 
What a joy! I was so bound by legalistic religion that I’ll always 
have to be on guard against it. But now I know how to 
recognize its symptoms.”  
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Paul writes, 
“Stand fast then, and do not…submit again to a yoke of slavery 

[which you have once put off].” 

 Gal 5:1 AMP 

Stop doubting your salvation, or yourself, or God! 

                                                           ---oooOOOooo--- 
 
 

 

 
         
 
 
 
 
 

Did you see the television programme ‘Climate Change - The Facts’ 
on Thursday 18th April? Put together by David Attenborough, who 
would not watch it?!  As I recall, it comprised about forty minutes of 
horrifying possible scenarios followed by, thank God, twenty minutes 
of hope and factual information about research going on in years 
since and all the initiatives already being undertaken. 
Two weeks before, on 4th April this year, I had attended the AGM of 
Eco-Congregation Scotland in Dundee, so was appropriately 
sensitised and equipped for what the TV programme would show. 
That day’s AGM gathering was held at Gate Church International, 
who aim to be the greenest church in Scotland, and is attended by 
over a hundred people. 

Having gone by bus - free for my age - and walked the twenty 
minutes to the church, I got chatting with a couple of other 
attendees:  one, Ian Jarvie from Haddington, who, having been 
press-ganged into going, gave me information on where to get 
milkbottle tops recycled (now also known, I believe, to Diane and 
Kenny).  With another woman from Duddingston, I exchanged 
enthusiasm for gardening and bird-feeding - what else! This always 
leads to concern about climate change and world-wide agriculture.  
A challenge for the whole world. I also met the person from 
Torphichen who had examined Priestfield for its First Eco Award, 
q.v.; then a French pastor in Scotland on an exchange of churches; 

and a friend from another Edinburgh church. 
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Overall, the day consisted of two separate sessions of input from 
Prof. Jim Shea, a leading expert in energy and climate change, chair 
of the Just Transition Commission [see Just Transition footnote*], 
and co-chair for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change; 
and Neil Kermode, the managing director of the European Marine 
Energy Centre, responsible for the deployment of pioneering marine 
technology in Orkney.  Orkney, being cold, wet, and windy, needs 
50% more energy than average.  It has therefore done its utmost to 
develop and maximise the use of renewable energy, using, of 
course, wind and wave power, amongst others. 

Professor Shea said, “Rapid, far-reaching, unprecedented measures 
are needed.” Neil Kermode pointed out that renewables can, and 
must, be used for social change [see Just Transition footnote*], and 
questions to be addressed, such as what to do with energy created 
that is not used. 

We heard addresses from Sally Foster Fulton of Christian Aid 
Scotland and from Stephen Curran, the new head of Eco-
Congregation Scotland.  The latter told us not to panic or despair; 
measures taken in a rush can cause damage or, at least, not be 
effective. Besides, Our God reigns!  

After an excellent free lunch, during which time the paid-up member 
churches of Eco-Congregation had their specific AGM (Priestfield is 
not one), there were various workshops. 

The one I attended, Transforming Homes and Communities, 
featured Scottish Power giving practical help, and then Local Energy 
Scotland, where advice and funds can be had. Several examples 
were given of businesses who, with this advice, had significantly 
reduced their annual costs.  We also heard from a representative of 
Operation Noah about divesting from fossil fuels and the churches 
which have already done this.  Fossil fuel is now a bad choice:  the 
world can NOT burn all the fossil fuels available and still reach the 
necessary target to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees.  This is, as 
one might expect, a problem for big oil and gas investors, who are so 
far not engaged, and are even said to have spent $200m dollars on 
lobbying against!  But it is a great help that wind and solar power are 
now cheaper.  Where money comes into the equation, people are 
much more likely to take notice. There is help, too, to be had from 
the likes of the Big Shift Campaign by Christian Aid, who are striving 
to guide the change-over. 
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The point is, this enormous issue has become urgent. That is why so 
many responsible people (whether you and I would join them or not) 
have demonstrated with Extinction Rebellion, even being prepared to 
go to jail, and, apparently easily and calmly, letting themselves be 
handled by police.  And did you see the Swedish 15-year-old, Greta 
Thunberg, who, realising her generation’s future is threatened, went 
on strike from school to highlight the urgency of a right response to 
climate change and quickly caused many schoolchildren world-wide 
to follow suit?  She is proof that we can all contribute in some way to 
reducing our carbon footprint on our precious world. 

What else can we do? 
- Make our houses/churches energy efficient 
- buy higher quality and fewer products 
- walk! we could reduce our footprint by about a quarter 
- avoid buying air-freighted goods (but what about my coffee?!) 
- eat far less meat, especially beef and lamb (as Jen said before)                                                                                                
- do not waste! (David Attenborough) 
- don’t underestimate your power to make a difference! 
- invite the Rev. David Coleman, the Environmental Chaplain,           

to preach, talk or otherwise inspire PPC or NCT. 

Hear the words of the Reverend Hugh Montefiore in 1969: “It seems 
to me probable that the future of man as a species may be decided 
in the next half century.” (Because of our over-consumption of the 
world’s resources. The half century is now up - this is 2019.) 

His answer to the challenge raised by Extinction Rebellion?   

We all need to apply a religious sensibility to our worldly 

consumption and this is the key to saving the planet. 

Montefiore wrote in 1972: “There is no question at all that if mankind 
lived by the gospel, homo sapiens could make the colossal re-
orientation that is required of him.” And encompassing other faiths: 
“There is no possibility of such huge changes in personal, national 
and international orientation taking place except under the 
compulsion of strong religious conviction... Religion, far from being 
outmoded provides the only hope of man’s deliverance.” 

We are made in the image of our Creator God. Christ came bearing 
the likeness of man.  Our God reigns! 

Next year’s AGM of the Eco-Congregation Scotland will be held at 
St. Peter’s Lutton Place, Edinburgh. 
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Susie Martin can provide more info on much of this, including David 
Coleman’s contact:  chaplain@ecocongregationscotland.org. He is 
ordained in the United Reformed Church and a member of the Iona 
Community. 

* The Just Transition Committee seeks ways to reduce CO2 
emissions sufficiently to keep us on track to meet Paris Agreement 4 
to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees, while maintaining decent 
employment and a reasonable standard of living for all. 

                                                     ---oooOOOooo--- 

 

                                 35th Braid Cub Scout Pack 

 

Cubs continue to take part in a busy and active programme.  We 
currently have 28 Cubs, with a number having started from 
Beavers. 

At the end of last 
term, we enjoyed a 
weekend away to 
Bonaly with the 
Scouts.  Cubs 
completed their 
Adventure 
Challenge.  They 
took part in a hike 
up to the Bonaly 
reservoir, played 
Earthball with the 
Scouts and 

enjoyed a wide game on the field.  Cubs also had a go at some 
firelighting and cooking outdoors.  They also tried some grass 
sledging. 
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This term, Cubs have 
been working on the 
Artist and Navigator 
badges.  We have 
created posters, still life 
and rainy-day Art.  For 
the Navigator badge, 
we’ve been looking at 
different types of map, 
map symbols and 
seeing how well we can 
follow different written 
instructions. 

We had thirteen Cubs take part in the District Jamboree on the 
Trail camp in May.  This was under canvas at Bonaly, and we 
had a go at den building, axe throwing and creating kites at the 
campsite.  We enjoyed all types of weather in the space of 48 

hours.  On the 
Saturday, we 
had a four-
mile hike into 
the Pentlands.  
This was part 
of an 
international 
Scout hiking 
day, with 
groups around 
the world 
taking part in 
their own 
walks on the 

                                                                             same day. 

It’s been a busy term, and we’re looking forward to a trip to 
Camera Obscura before the end of term. 

Andrew, Laura, Dave, Ryan and Connor 
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A year in the life 
of Messy Church 
    2018-2019 
 
Messy Church families have gathered nine times over the last twelve 

months: on Saturday afternoons at the end of September, October 

and November, at our Christmas Eve Christingle service, then at 
the end of January to watch the film ‘Paddington 2’ together. In 
the new year, we met at the ends of February, March and April 

and for a final time at the end of May, when some unseasonal 
rain meant that we enjoyed fun and games indoors instead of 
in the garden. 

We have had lots of fun, 

tackling obstacle courses, 
building a shanty town and 

Temple building (see left), 
as well as well as doing a 
scavenger hunt, making 
gingerbread shepherds, 

painting pebbles, and 
hunting for sheep. We also 
made Christmas 

decorations, created Bethlehem from cardboard boxes, and 
enjoyed making (and eating!) ‘baby in a manger’ cakes. We’ve 
also enjoyed hunting for Gideon, finding out how well we can do 
things while blindfolded, created an altar from Lego, made 
edible nests with chocolate eggs in, modelled a favourite part of 

the Easter scene in clay, had an Easter hunt in Church, made egg 

people…and much more!  
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We found out - 

• about Creating and 
Caring for the world in 
Genesis, Matthew, and 
Luke - that the Gospel 
is good news for God’s 
earth 

• that we can be Safe 
and Sound - the lost 
sheep in Luke’s gospel 

• that God so loved the 

world - in John 3 

• about Jesus being at home in the Temple - Luke 2 

• All about Gideon and how God can help us all – in Judges 6 
(picture above, right) 

• about what happens at Easter - from Matthew and Luke 

• and, finally, to pray, pray, pray. 
 

We also have lots to eat: pasta, jambalaya, wraps, sausages, 
macaroni, picnics and more.   

Come and join us sometime and 
grow in faith together with us! 
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Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Steps to getting well 
           

“DO YOU WANT TO GET WELL?” 
John 5:6 NIV 

 
 

Jesus asked a sick man an unusual question: 

“Do you want to get well?” 

For thirty-eight years this man’s condition had immobilised him, 
bought him the sympathy of others, and perhaps given him a reason 
to say, “I’m not responsible.” 

But all of us are responsible for two things: 
our attitudes and our choices. 

The fact is we’ve all been hurt in some way. But if you’re still focused 
on it twenty years later, you’re not a victim by circumstance, but by 
choice.  

What exactly is a victim by choice? 
Someone who thinks negative attention 

is better than no attention at all! 

Jesus said, 

“If you are angry with someone, forgive him so that your Father 
in heaven will also forgive your sins” (Mk 11:25 NCV). 

Those words presuppose someone has hurt you. They also hold you 
responsible for your reaction to that person. Jesus taught that if you 
don’t forgive, you can’t receive forgiveness yourself when you 
need it. Whatever others may have taken from you in the past, if you 
remain bitter, they’ll take more from you in the future.  

Maybe you’re thinking, “If only they’d come back and ask for 
forgiveness.” Is that what you’re waiting for? Don’t waste your time! 

The key to happiness is in your hands, not theirs. 
And that key is forgiveness. 

Are you waiting for someone to say, “I forgive you” before you can 
forgive yourself? What if they never do? 

Here’s the formula for freedom:  

(1) Apologise if you need to.  
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(2) Make amends if you can. 

(3) Forgive yourself.  

(4) Move on.  

Do you want to get well? These are the steps. 

                                                       ---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 

 

  

                    127th RAINBOWS 

We have had a busy time since I last wrote.  

Firstly, we raised over £110 for the Malawi Farmers by selling rice 
and making crafts from coloured rice. We also had a joint games 
night with the Mayfield/Salisbury Rainbows, as well as craft 
evenings, baking and badge work.   

As from September, we will amalgamate with one of the units from 
Mayfield/Salisbury. We were both struggling to get leaders, so we 
made the decision to join up and we will still be meeting in 
Priestfield. There are exciting times ahead as our numbers have 
doubled.  

On a personal note, I will be receiving my 
40yrs long service award on Saturday 8th 
June at the Playfair Library, Old College. I 
would like to say a huge Thank You to 
everyone at Priestfield Church for all the 
support you have given me over the 40yrs. 
It really has been most appreciated.   

Leaders and Rainbows are looking forward to the next session, to be 
working alongside the new Guiders and meeting the new girls.  
 
Carole Stiff, Guider 

                                                ---oooOOOooo--- 
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Happy memories of the Christian Aid Bridge Cross 
     

Well, it’s hard to believe that the annual sponsored Bridge Cross 
Challenge across the Forth Bridge has been held for nearly thirty 
years to raise money for the world’s poorest people. Personally, my 
memories of this event commenced about 23 years ago, and include 
happy times with those who accompanied me, including Barry and 
Diane, Norman, Isabel, Rob, Jonathan, Caroline (see picture below), 
Rowena, Jenny, Jen and, of course, for many years my trusted 
companion and right-hand lady, Helen. 

Many conversations were held while footing it out over the gradual 
incline to the central point of the bridge - the main topic, of course, 
being the weather, since the bridge, as you well know, is very open 
to the elements. 

Fortunately, over this period I cannot remember many cancellations, 
only extremely fair, but windy weather and the sun shining over the 
yachting club marina situated on the left-hand side of the bridge, in 
south Queensferry. Many small yachts and motorboats brave the 
azure seas and vistas of the older cantilever rail bridge on the right-
hand side, with the regular train services over to the Kingdom of Fife 
and beyond still running. To the left rises in all its grandeur the more 
recent addition of the Queensferry Crossing, carrying a constant 
stream of traffic, which has now deserted the suspension Forth 
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Bridge for its newer, more imposing successor. Occasionally, cruise 
ships are spotted lying at anchor off South Queensferry, where the 
quaint village expectantly awaits its share of the tourist trade. 

Footing it out on the downward curve of the bridge, however, we are 
likely to see the welcoming view of the bay and safe haven of North 
Queensferry with its many houses and opportunity for renewal and 
refreshment from the Christian Aid volunteers stationed at the far 
side of the bridge. 

On the return journey in former years the Greek Line ferry service 
ship to Zeebrugge could be spotted at anchor in nearby Rosyth. 
Continuing onwards, we encourage each other’s efforts till we pass 
over the route on the return journey and eventually reach our safe 
haven of South Queensferry again and get our cards stamped to say 
we have all completed this year’s 2019 Christian Aid Bridge Cross 
Challenge. 

Dorothy 
 

 

.  



 21 

Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
God will forgive you 
           

“AS IT TURNS OUT, FORGIVENESS IS YOUR HABIT.” 
Psalm 130:4 MSG 

The psalmist wrote:  

‘Help, God – the bottom has fallen out of my life!…hear my cry 
for help! Listen hard! Open your ears…to my cries for mercy. If 
you…kept records on wrongdoings, who would stand a chance? 
As it turns out, forgiveness is your habit…that’s why you’re 
worshipped.’ vv. 1-4 MSG  

But God’s forgiveness is worthless unless 
you receive it by faith – and then forgive yourself! 

You say, ‘But what about my past?’ The moment you receive 
God’s forgiveness you no longer have a past – you only have a 
future. 

However, you must do three things: 

1) Realise that everybody fails. Samson failed by getting too close 
to the wrong woman (see Judges 16). Jonah failed by trying to run 
from the assignment God gave him (see Jonah 1:3). Peter failed 
when he denied Jesus (see Matthew 26:34). Yet God forgave and 
used each of them for His glory. 

2) You must process your emotions. 

Regret: ‘If only I hadn’t done it.’ 

Frustration: ‘I did my best. Why wasn’t it good enough?’ 

Self-pity: ‘Nobody loves me so I’ll just sit here and lick my wounds.’ 

Paralysis: ‘I’ve done it too often. My mistake is too big. I’ll never get 
beyond it.’  

Your emotions are lying to you – don’t believe them!  

3) When you fall, get back up again. ‘Though a righteous man falls 
seven times, he rises again’ (Proverbs 24:16 NIV 1984 Edition). 
Notice, the righteous as well as the unrighteous fall. So be like 
the lady who said, ‘I’m never down. I’m either up, or I’m getting up!’ 
How about it – are you ready to get up and try again? If so, God 
will work with you. 
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---oooOOOooo--- 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today and are 
used by permission from United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY. Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY. Free issues of the daily 
devotional are available 
    

---oooOOOooo--- 

     student Link 

Our Student Mission Group 
 

This past session, 2018-2019, we have continued with a programme of 
activities, welcoming, supporting and designed around the students who 
worship with us but also aiming to reach out to those resident locally. After 
the departures of last session, the group was quite small but has increased 
in size again over the months. From an informal poll we’ve discovered that 
students find us by our banner, by the cards distributed at Pollock, and by 
the Edinburgh University Rock Gospel Choir, whose concerts we host, and 
by word of mouth.  

• Student run initiatives:  While the main responsibility rested with 
Student Link, there was good student involvement in preparing and 
serving soup at Souper Sunday in March.  There has also been a student 
film night and games night held. We have begun using Facebook polls to 
gather ideas for these. 

• Student Cookery:  Monthly cooking sessions are continuing to be very 
popular and well attended. These evenings allow for all our students to 
take part and meet with international students who are part of the 
university befriending scheme which a number of our members support.  
Cooking themes reflect cultural and Christian life e.g. Christmas, Lent, 
Burns Night. 

• Wider Congregational Life: We continue to benefit from student 
involvement in wider congregational life.  We currently have one student 
serving as the student representatives on our Student Link group.  One 
student sings in the choir, while another plays music during Sunday 
morning worship.  Two students have also contributed to the music at 
Messy Church and some volunteer with craft activities when able to.  We 
have also welcomed a student who serves on the Church of Scotland 
National Youth Assembly and we seek ways to support her in this role. 

• FI CAMEO (Friends International Come And Meet Each Other): We 
continue to support financially, and by providing accommodation to a 
group run by FI for international women who are wives/partners of 
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students living in Blacket. June Henderson is a regular member of the 
team. This has met in the lounge weekly during term time. 

Plans for Session 2019-20 

We aim to develop:  

• Our working arrangements with Campus Minister. 

• Enhancement of sound for musicians. 

We aim to maintain: 

• Our Welcome and encouraging students to bring along friends, flatmates 
to services, bring and share lunches and/or many of the student events 

• Involving students in wider congregational life e.g. Messy Church, Bible 
Readings 

• Our relationships with Ed Rev Rock Gospel Choir, Friends International 
and student groups e.g. CU 

• Our support for CAMEO 

Prayer points 

Please give thanks for all aspects of the ongoing ministry and pray:  

• for the members of Student Link as they discuss ideas and plan 
projects for next session 

• that we all remain open to new opportunities to develop our ministry 
with students 

• for Donald in his role as a university chaplain 

• for Liam in his role as Campus Minister 

• for the students and their studies and that they may find Priestfield a 
welcoming place to worship, witness and serve. 

• for new people to join the group in further developing the work of Student 
Link. 

June Henderson 

---oooOOOooo--- 

                               St Marc’s, Grenoble  
 
 
 

Grenoble is an attractive city in south east France, at the foot of the French 
Alps, where the river Drac joins the Isère. It is a historic city, named 
Gratianopolis by the Romans, and subsequently part of the Burgundian 
kingdom and capital of the Dauphiné. The author Stendhal was born here. 
The city’s services and status were greatly improved when it hosted the Xth 
Winter Olympics in 1968,   
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St Marc’s, Grenoble is one of the forty or so Anglican congregations in the 
Archdeaconry of France. It used to be a joint chaplaincy with Lyon but 
became independent in 1993. The congregation was financially self-
supporting for many years, but struggled after the planting of an American-
led ‘International Church’ about ten years ago. Finances became very 
difficult and the last chaplain left last summer, since when worship has been 
sustained by a succession of locum clergy, mainly retired. Susie and I 
provided locum ministry there in May and June.  
 
It was not our first contact with St Marc’s. Our daughter, Joanna, was a 
member there when she was a student in Grenoble in the mid-1990s. 
Sunday worship is in an ecumenical centre which is shared with the Roman 
Catholic and French Protestant churches. It was the earliest such 
ecumenical centre in France, built I think by the local authority, and is the 
only one still functioning. We were there for six Sundays; the service 
projected on PowerPoint, and the singing led by one or other of their two 
music groups. Many of the hard-working church leaders are English, who 
have been there for a long time, but the congregation is ethnically and 
culturally diverse. More than half the congregation are Nigerians, most of 
them refugees and asylum seekers, some of them trafficked into 
prostitution. They are faithful attenders, but have very limited resources.  
 
While we were there we resuscitated the Round Twenty group; an Open 
House bible study, prayer, and meal for students on Sunday evenings in the 
chaplaincy flat. To the first evening four people came: Jamie, an English 
PhD student in chemistry, who grew up in churches in Fontainebleau and 
Norwich; his Turkish wife, Gizem, also a PhD student, from a Muslim family 
in Izmir; their friend Abror, a graduate student in geophysics, an Uzbek from 
a Muslin family in Bokhara, who became a Christian through a Korean 
missionary while a student in Tashkent; and Naomi, a recently arrived 
woman from a Methodist background in Singapore. It was a striking 
reminder of the way God is at work through the Holy Spirit in worlds far from 
the European heartland of Christianity.  
 
As we return to Edinburgh we will pray for the many people we have met; 
for stamina for the small group of people who sustain the life of the church; 
and for the search for a new minister who will be able to lead the 
congregation forward into the next phase of their shared life.  

 
Chris Martin, 
May 2019  
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